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: », THE SE] 
Confo2milt's ſecond Plea 


FOR THE 


| Nonconformilts. 


WHEREIN 


The Caſe of the Aor-Conformiſts is fur=. 
ther ſtated; and the Suſpenſion of the 
Penal Laws againſt thetp, humbly moved 
with all due ſubmiſſioffſto the Magiſtrate, 


— 


By a Charitable and Compaſſionate-Confozmilt : 


Author of the former PLEA... ©} 


Sed neque Imperiale eſt Libertatem dicendi denegare , neque Sacerdo«- 3 
tale quod ſentiat non dicere. S. Ambrof, a4 Theodol. Ep. 29, - =! 


—— There hath been left, for any thing I find to the contrary, in all ' 
well-govern'd Polities, a kind of latitude more or leſs, and power in the.: 
Magjttrates, even in thoſe Courts that were Srrict;ſimi Furts, upon fit oc- © 2 
caſion toqualify and mitigate ſomething the Rigor of the Laws by the : 7 
Rules of Equity. Bp Sanderſor”s Sermons, 1 ol. p. 112. Ad Magiſtratum. - © 
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S To all that are entruſted .with-the Adminiftration of 
- -- Juſtice, and: Conſervation of 'the - Peace; by: 
what Title foever they are honoured; Th 
The Charitable and Compaſſionate Confommiſt, doth moſt 
| - humbly preſent theſe Papers. 20> 


Noble and Worſhipful ; 


O Cauſe can come before you, wherein you are ſo nearly concerneds 
4s you are ſincere Proteltants, than in this of the Diſſenting 
Proteſtants, becauſe your Religion is touched and concerned 
en it 3. you cannot burt that in any ſound part of the Pro- 
| Feſſors of it, tho in a few things differing from you, but 
very ſenſibly, one of you muſt be affefted with it 3 and what 
= :; * you dotathem, you do to your ſelves, and your own Religion, 
except yan account Life, and Soul, and Body, to be nothing, without F Lun OY 
As you are Gentlemen of noble Birth and Education,and as Perſons of Eftates, and + 
« of Hoſpitality, of Wiſdom, Fuſtice,, and Experience, you are muſt obliged with 
all Skull, Judgment, Tenderneſs, Mercy and Impartiality to give your ſelves 
. true Information, in the ſtate and deſerts of this great Matter; and ſo to proceed 
with them, as ſhewing s Copy of thoſe Charadters of Vertue, impreſſed upon your 
«a > Spirits in your Proceedings with them. © As Gentlemen by Birth and Blood, your 
Extra@ion derives to you-the moſt amiable Qualities, an Jr Endowments of 
buman Nature \ this Extra& of noble Nature ſublimated by ingenuous ( much 
more by pious and chriſtian ) Education, muſt needs diſpoſe you to a nobler kind 
if Behaviour, aud a greater Benignity, than inferiour Perſons of a courſer 
and mote mixed Metal. 4 truely vertnous Gentleman, comes neareſt to the true 
gracious Chriſtian : but when the true Gentleman is become a true Chriſtian, then 
even Enemies. and Offenders, may expe&t much more than Humanity from him. 
Tou are not troubled with Parricides, Murderers, and Robbers, not with obſtinate 
Heretichs,nor with perjured Perſons, (but ſuch as fear an Oath ) nor traiterows equi= 
vocating Feſuits, when the Nonconformitis are brought before you, but with Men 
of an ingenuous Education,and what they want of a noble Birth, they have made up" 
. in the better ſort of natural Endowments, improved by liberal Education, advan- 
red by Grace, and preferred to be the Miniſters of God, aud therefore in a ſort 
your Equals, as in other reſpeds your Inferiors, and therefore worthy to be treated 
Tith a due refpeft. They may expe from you the bigheſt Civility, patient hearing, 
the calmiſft Arguing, Cuurteſie and Condeſcenſion, and an extream unwillingneſs to 
aft-nigh to a Rigor, Tou ſh:uld ſooner from a Generoſity proper to your Degree, give 
them what they want, than take from them the little which they bave, and be a3 
much rronbled to ſend them to a Priſon, as to be ſent into one your ſelves, He that 
'can 
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Can eaſily be ſevere, on cruel, hath put- off Humanity, and' doth aff whh great 
Negligence and Forget fulneſs, and isſ6 far unfit-to at. If a Man be a Priſoner 
of War, at the Mercy of a-Gentleman, the Gentleman conſidering what he is bim- 
ſelf, atis like bimſdlf; and uſeth bim as a diſtreſſed Friend, that war bat aimbile 
before, an open Enemy, The Nonconformitts for ow I plead, are your own, if you 
pleaſe to think,them ſo,and you may with as much eaſe,and more honour, with leſs 
tronble, and more ſafety, and comfort, make them yonr own," than diſown, and uſe 
them as tho they were your Enemies.. 4s Miniſters, they have choſen @ Cal- 
ling. which the Prince of Darkneſs bates, and perſecutesz they need your Canmte- 
nance and $ uccor, againſt the Powers of Darkneſs 3 their buſineſs in the World, is 
rightly to inform, to better and ſave the World 3 they deſerve you Affitance 4nd - 
Prayers for ſucceſs, Had they choſen a ſecular way of Life, they with the 
ſame Edueation and Parts, bave filled and adoyned other Seats as well as the Pyl- 
pit; bad they all turned Phyſicians, Lawyers, States-ruen, as Jome have done, 
or to other Trades and Arts, they might have had a greater Plenty, without diftur- 
Bance, Dangers, Loſſes, or Indignities :. But ſhall all theſe Miſeries and Afflii- 
ons-come wpon them, Firſt, Becauſe they cannot change and deſert their Calling ? 
Next,becauſe they cannot be idle or unprofitable in it # Confider,and compare them 
diſhomoured and afflicted, with your hononred ſelves : Are you Chriſtians 2” ſo are 
they; are you Scholars ? ſo are they : are you, Gentlemen? they come not far behind 
you; are you Proteſtant Magiſtrates 2 | they are Proteſtant Miniſters : The difference 
between you is, you are in Power, and they are out of Favour : 1 will not ſo far 
diſhonour you, as to compare you with thoſe infamous, broken, ravenous, vile ſort 
of Men, that witneſs againſt them. If I may not be pardoned thoſe Epithets, 
T'will prove that,and much more, of many of them. But noble Sirs, how much be- 
neath -you is it, as Men of Honour, to give Countenance to many of ſuch, as are 
not- fit to come within your Doors, except to receive Fuſtice from you, againſt any 
that have the unſtained repute of honeſt Men, only becauſe they are Preachers of our 
fame common Faith, But noble Gentlemen, let me compare the Informers, and 
thens-againſt. whom they witneſs ( and for whom I plead) the one is a Teacher of 
the way. of Life, the other is ignorant, or walks in the way of Darkneſ; ;' the one 
makes Conſcience of an Oath, and of his Word, but the other knows not what an 
Gath is, and fears not to be forſworn (TI ſay nothing in this Oppoſition Oratorical- 
ly, but truly and upon Proof) the one ſtudies, knows, and performs his Dwty to 
God, and his King, aud to all Men according to his Knowledg ;, the other knows 
 aeither, and makes no Conſcience ( in appearance ) of either : be is for the King 
ana you, but as be is for the Devil, for what he can get by his Service; he is un- 
godly and profane, a daily Tranſgreſſor of the King's Laws, as well as God's ; 
and more than one have been cut off by the Sword of Juſtice, having firſt been 
rejected by all boneſt Men 3 the one Ieves a poor contented Life, praying for bis 
King, aud for all orders of Men, and praiſing God, fares bard, and goes meanly, 
whilejt 


whilſt the other runs un debt, cheats bis Creditors, ſwears and damms, . and robs 
on the High-way, or breakg open Houſes. In a word, the one walks in the way of 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, and labomrs to draw others with him ; the other neither 
goes in himſelf, nor ſuffers others to enter that would, And behold, and be aftt- 
niſhed ye Heavens at this ! the one is in danger of loſing all be bath, and ſuffering 
becauſe be hath no more to loſe, for labouring to ſave Sonls ; and the other hopes to 
be rewarded with a third part of many of his Neighbours Goods. A ſurer way it 
is to turn Informer, than play the Thief, or cheat bis Creditors \ but all bath not 
done their . Work: the end of many hath been according to their Work! All 
this is ſpoken of ſome of them, Tou are Gentlemen of Eſtates, and cannot think 
that the ruine of thouſands of Traders, Farmers, Tenants, yea the impoveriſhin 
of many of good Condition, can be a Service to the Common-wealth, Tf you do 
not ſuffer an immediate Loſs, yet hundreds will, and what is a Loſs to ſo great a 
part, will be an impairing of the whole. That great States-man, Sir Walter 
Rawlcigh, in the Parliament 35th of Elizab. ſpake © 
theſe Words : , T am atraid there is near 20000 of Hiſtoric, Collef?. &c. 
them ( the Browniſts ) in England, and when they of the 4 laſt Parlia- 
are gone,who (hall maintain their Wives and Chil- ments of 9. Eliz.p.76, 
dren? Had there been but 20000 Diſſenters in Eng- by Mr. Townſhend. 
land, they had been rooted out before now, if ſome had 

prevailed ! But who ſhall maintain a far greater number of Wives and Children, 
* when their Husbands and Parents are undone by the Penal Laws ? And who will 
get by it ? not the King bis third part, if come into bis Exchequer, will not 
countervail the loſs of bis Subjets. What bave the Poor got this many Years ? or 
what have they got, that conld neither keep, nor get, nor pay their Debts, before they 
took to Informing # 

As many of you as are Gentlemen of Hoſpitality, relieve many poor at your 
Doors, or other-where z can you think it a Charity to relieve Beggars ? and iſſne 
Warrants to make many Beggars that either cannot dig, or beg, or that keep 
many to their Labours, that elſe would beg ? that bear their Burdens in the Come 
mon- wealth, and are no burden to it ! 

Tour Place and Office requireth Wiſdom. And I may be bold to ſay, That the 
Renowned Sir Matthew Hale, was as wiſe, as ſtrid, as juſt, as able a Lawyer 
» as the ableſt of you all that keep the Chair; it is no diſparagement of the 
learnedeſt and graveſt of you all, to takg bim for an Ex- 
ample, whoſe Moderation towards Dillenters is a part See his Life, by Dr; 
of bis noble Charatter 3 you have known what hath Gilbert Burnet, 
been the concurring ſenſe of all our Parliaments ſince 
1672, | 

If none of theſe (halt be your Precedents, I beſeech you be pleaſed to conſider, it 
is your WWiſdons to uhderſtand the Duty of your Places, and the Matters = wy 
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brought before you; eſpecially in Caſes that concern the Liberties, Livelibnods, and 
Eſtates of many thouſands in the Land.  T humbly conceive you cannot with a clear 
Conſcience,proceed againſt the Diſſenters, except you underſtand, 1. The matters for 
which they ſuffer, and that you _ ſee in ſeveral Writings. 2." Attend tothe ſcope 
81nd reaſons of the Afts, upon which you proceed, 3. Diftinguiſh between Preacher 
and Preacher,between the ſound and the unſound,and other Circumſt antes, and' chooſe 
rather to give mp your Commiſſions, than to aft againſt God, and' your Conſcience, 
by puniſhing Well-doing, as if it were Evil doing. That Preaching and Praying 
which tends to Men's. Salvation, and to no evil end, either to the King, or his 
Government, cannot be puniſhed ſafely, without being acceſſary to the evil Inten- 
tions of thoſe. deſigning Men, who were the Politick Promoters of thoſe Laws, nor 
without great obſtruftion of true Godlineſs, and of a moſt d. ſirable*Union among 
Proteſtants. 4. Tow ought not to aft like meer Mcachines,or irrational Inſtrument 5; 
If fo, the Weak, and the Raſh, that can'but write their Names to a Warrant, or 
a Mittimus, might be as fit as you, for your Offices : but as Men of Underſtand- 
ing, Wiſdom, Conſcience and Religion ; and if the Laws are hard, and 100 ſ6- 
vere for. meer Nonconformity, be Tnteroeſſors with the King and Parliament, for bis 
Subjefts, and your fellow Chriſtians. \ 1 
As Fuſt Men; Try the fitneſs of the Witneſſes, whether they are Boni 6c Lega- 
les: . Puniſh not Religions Aſſemblies of peaceable Men, under the odious names 
of Routs axd:Riots and'let not the ſound, profiatble, and peaceable- Preachefe, 
be ruined with a meaſure of Puniſhment, only dye to the turbulent and\rebellions, 
' And if by many Tears Experience, yne find no Sedition or Diſturbante to'the'K ing- 
dom, only to. the minds of ſome that are too controverſially diſpoſed-to Paſſion and 
Contention, or if you find it only to be a Schiſm, a Chmrch-manter, leave it- to the 
| Church-Men to judg it according to their Law. If you maintain the Civil Peave, 
you are happy Inftruments in the Government, and what more is required of you ? 
Noble and honoured Gentlemen, I do not preſume ta dedicate this 4s to Patroms, but 
hbumbl offer and ſubmit the. Reaſon ani Argument to your Conſideration, and ſuggeſt 
two thingsy . I, If we. believe 4 Catholich, Church of the ſame Faith, in different Forms 
and Modes, why ſhall not our Fellow-Swbjetts and Natives. profeſſing that Faith in 4 
arfferent Form, ſhare in your Charity, as parts of thi Catholich Church 2 To love them, as 
* Chriſtians of the Catholick Church, and of the ſame. Faith, with owr National Church in 
all things ; axd yet puniſh them that preach Cathalich, Dottrine, and obſerve all the Ordi- 
- nances of. the Catholsch Church, is an odd kju1 of Lave and Charity, 2. 1f there be any 
among that are holy, ſandified Preachers, and Hearers, they ſhall be [ved im the lat” 
agy : Vow know the Proceſs of that great day » Fudgment,for what Cauſes the wnrshteou 
' © ſhall be condemped : [ was naked, and- ye cloathed me. not; in Priſon, and ye viſited 
me not.: Mat. 25. 43. © how-will. it. agree with this toſay, { was in Power, and 1 extcs- 
red the Laws, ro diſtreſs of Goods, and Impriſament, to Baniſhment, te Abjuration ? How 
will it ſound in that Day, 1 was in Priſon, and ye commuted me; £ war baniſhtd, any: 
baniſhed me ; 1 was impoveriſhed, . and ye empoversſhed me ; what ye did t1 the Preachers 
whom 1 ſenty yet did'to me 2—— Whin. y0%' ſhall be judged, what will_you [paper how 
cam you pray, Thy.Kingdom come, and obſtruct rhe counng of it,to ary $5 prin any plac 


| #p the Land? If there be nothing in what 1 bumbly offers rejet# it ?4 
Convidtionsn any thing, be pleaſed ro conſoder of if. 7 | 
Philagathus, 
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NON-CONFORMISTS, | 


T muſt be confeſſed, that there is ſome DEL in all Apo» 
; logies, either imputed/or committed. To Preface a Book 
E& withan Apology, when the matter is good, is to-puta foul 
& face upon a good matter but then, it is a foul face only in 
ſome Men's Eyes, which are diſeaſed, and will appear, if 

= not beautiful, yet tolerably handſom, to the eye of them, 
MN look for nothing perfe&t and free from humane frailty, and that make 
daily uſe of a Towel, and fair Water themſelves. Plead for my (elf Imuft, 
and 1 ſhall make ſome requeſts with my Pleas, that ſo if I may not come 
off without guilt and blame, I may come oft with my Pardon. 

I did not think the Reverend Non-Conformiſis ſo few or weak, as to 
need an Advocate, in ſome things, of another Judgrnent, and: ſo far, of 
the other ſide3 for as. they are moſt ſenſible of their, own condition, {o 
they can both rationally, and pathetically,open and plead their own Cauſe, 
and in my mind, they have ſi id a great deal to purpoſe, it after all, it will 
be to purpoſe. I am ſure had I been one of them, I could not have faid 
for them, what they have done. But knowing how ill they are repre- 
ſented, I was reſolved. in what, 1 could to do them right, - and therein to 
exprels my Compaſſion, proportionable to my Religion, which as ſuch, is 
not confined, but Catholick: and if my Charity and Compaſſion mult ex- 
tend to all, that call on the Name of the Lord Jeſus, T am certain T muſt 
ſhew it to them, whom I take to be ſound in Faith and Worſhip, and 
whom I'have known, and . heard, and by whoſe Works I may profit, if I 
have not. My requeſt to them is, that they would believe there are many 
in the Church of England, that wiſh an Union, they with us, and we with 
them, and ic muſt needs be fo in all og that are eakuared by the Loa 
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Holy-Spirit of Truth, Faith,,and Lgve- .Ido alfo bracket pardon,.that I 
have Ehdek ther! with-no more-Life and Strengr 4 og 

'T do underſtand and 1 -cafily believe, that many of the Reverend Con- 
forming Church-Men are offended, that a Cbnformift ſhould plead for 
the Non-Conformiſts : It hath ſeemed to ſome almoſt incredible,and to look 
lke a Cheat, or-a Jeſuit in Maſquerade. - E-am glad I am not to be tried 
by*-Judges of that Complexion, by whom I am'condemned 'at the very 
firſt fight of the Title Page, and that it hath found Approbation from 
them, whom I take to be of a better Temper. 

Before I plead, I do hurbly/beg their Pardbn and Excuſe, who have 
been diſhonoured by the Suſpicion of being the Authors of the Plea for the 
Non-Conformiſts, by'my conctalment of miy Name. . ItHath been a greater 
Honour to me, than 1'ever expected or thought of, that it hath paſſed 
under ſome very Reverend Names 3 but it is a Diſhonour to them, to be 
counted the Fathers of ſuch a Birth, which repreſents neither their 
Strevgth nor 'Stdtiires,” netcher Featire nor Speech. Theſe worthy Men 
may vindicate themſelves with one Negative, - bat 1 cannot undeceive the 
Inquirers without running apon confiderable Trouble and Temptations, 
FE perceive the Injury is common; that I cannot without a greater, diſ- 
ttuſttheir Pardoning-Ingenuity,— * \ | 
. *Having id this, I next put im my Apology. That Book was fitly 
called the \Conforneifty *Plea, becauſe it becomes the Conformiſt to read and 
weigh the Caſe-z and having done fd, to be righteous and compaſſionare, 
to be a good Inſfirument between his Mother and his Brethren at ſucha 
' time, when Ill Agents paſs between them 3- and becauſe the greateſt Au- 
thoricties he hath uſed, have been eminent Fathers -or Sons of the Church 
of England. Why ſhould it ſeem firange to any Man, in ſuch an Age as 
this, wheii many that ſeem Enemics to Popery, yet plead for Papitts ? 
Why-ſhould it feer firange, that one ſhould labour to prepare the Hearts 
of Men of the ſame Faith to meet, or to receive Difſenting Proteſtants 
into Church-Communion with them, by opening the hardneſs of their 
Cafe, the Worthincfs of their Perſons, and of their Miniſterial. Abilities, 
Soundnefs of their Faith, Exemplary Morals,/peaceable Demeanour, &c. 
Why {ſhould it offend any Man, that 1 fhquldgpen their Caſe,and teſtify for 
them, / when we all, that have any fenfe, bewail our Diviſions, and from 
therice fore-rell our DeſtruQtion, and profeſs a defire of Union, tho upon 
different Terms > How many in the Land do declaim againſt their 
Principles and Practifes, and are ready to raiſe a Wind, if it were in 
their Power, to carry them away, that know neither the Men, nor their. 
dewlared” Principles ! Ts it not neceffary, firft to remove Prejudices, and 
next, to beget good Thoughts of them, in.all that through NS 1709+ 5 
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with them, or DiſaffeQion towards them; )before 6ver. we ean cither de» 
fire, or admit 3n Unionwith.them 2.,It is.a good preparation for an-intive; 
affeQionate Cloſure to iſhew. how! near; they! come” to: us, 1what -Abate- 
ments other great and excellent; Men would have made, had:thiey:had che 
management of Church-Aﬀairs: in our Days, .aud. whaf, Conceſhons-they 
formerly thought tit to make 3” arid more eſpecally M a time when the 
great Counſcllours and' Truſiees of aur Peace and Liberties; bave unapi- 
mouſly voted for a Legal Union;.or that which: isto ſame a hatetul Word, 
Comprehenſion. It is moſi-uulike a Miniſter of Chriſt, and a Member” of 
2 Chriſtian Reformed Chuxch, to kick and; ſpurn at Proteſtant Brethren, 
that would gladly come into.the- Arms! of a Legal Conſtitution, upon no 
other terms and by no other ways, than ſuch as Wiſdom ſhall find out; 
and the Government reſolye upon, for the Honour of Chriſt and his Reli- 
gion, and the ſafety of the Church. In-vain do we uſe the. names of Unity 
and Peace, and Uniformity,; and yet: at the, ſame-time;::in the * Game 
Diſcourſes, revile and bear falſe witneſs againit our Brethren.” :To com> 
mend Peace and diſlike fair Propoſals, is fidtly ito hate Peace's to com- 
mend Peace, and with Tongues and Pens tc-perſecute: them/ with whom 
the Peace is to be made, is a Method: for: Peace: which I never learned; 
To invite Men to my Houle, and keep the-Doors :ſhat, as againſt Thieves 
and Contentious Perſons that! will never. be quiet, or that arc not fit tobe 
truſted in it,is ſucha kind of Civility and Complement, that can never gain 
upon any Man of ſenſe. T put aff my Hat to them with a ſeeming Humi- 
lity and Love; and ſay, I pray you come in out of the Wind and Rain, 
and in the mean time prepare neither Room/nor Entertainment for thein, 
but think .my Houſe agreat deal better-without than with them, is-a5 muh 
as to ſay, Be gone, or. come.in.upon- ſuch hard terms, for which they thuft 
give Bond and Oath,which-they cannot yield to.” Will a' Man' that hith + 
any Brains in him, receive troubleſome Perſons into: his Houle ? 'or cons 
tra&t with pertidious Perſons, that will cat him out and betray him? -or 
Eſpouſe a Woman that he takes to bean il]-conditioned, contentious,” un» 
profitable Brawler ? We muſt ground our Agreements: upon/ſorme-rational 
Confidences, And''therefore that: I might not: onlyipray for Protefiants 
Chritiian Peace and Union, I uſed ſuch means as wete within «my narrow 
Compaſs 3 and I could. not think of: any better, . than briefly to fiate the 
Caſe, and commend the Perſons, whoſe Efabliſhment. Þ'do heartily de- 
ſire, as they with whom: we:may , ately, and. comfoztably communicate 
in the ſame Othces, or atileafi quietly endure-tb live withus* in the fame 
Nation, or worſhip Godin Chriſt; asin an-outward\Court bf the Temple, 
thonot in the Body of it;or at the Altar. : If the Gentiles'were not ad 
ted into the inward Count, they had = allowance of 'an-outWard _ 
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they wete not forbidden'to'come into 'Feruſalem,-or any Town whiere 
the Sanbedrim was held. ' But our Non-Conformiſft Brethren may approach 
with ns even'to the Altary if they be but 'taker in” upon ſuch*Terins, as 
Chriſt/and his: (Apoſtles 'wolld:thave admitted” thetn-upon., yea *upoh 
Principles 'declazedy by :ous -firtt glorious! Reformers: And {hall it be a 
Crime in a Confora to fay ſo, to ſpeak Truth in Love ? They carneſt- 
ly-plead with the Keepers of the 'Keyes, For Chriſt's ſake take us in?! 
They plead with the power! of the Sword, For the Lord's fake {mite us 
not; deſtroy us not, tor woare Friends. To the ons they fay; We would 
br in:' Peace and. Love with you; we' would glorify” God ' with. one 

uth. with you, we would! not: be''as: Strangers and Enemies. 'To the 
other they ay, We will ſtand on your fide, we will live and dy with you. 
But forme that watch at the door, and ſome that ſtand Sentinel; and are 
upon the Guard, cry, Who are ye ? Whence come ye ?-What wotitld: you 
have ?. I it. not a good Service in'me, orany other that arewithin, that 
know the Mcn, and have heard or read their Offers, to declate-who they 
are, and.what they offer? I look upon it as great an A of Charity to 
many-in the Church (of which I am a Member) as to them,to make a true 
report. of the things I have written, and towards a Reception, to repeat 
the Heads 7of ſome: former Debates and Conſultations for Concbrd,' and 
what hath been the Judgment of,; and to what ſome Worthies of former 
times bave condeſcended. — HIV SFEHL E 1594 64k 
But who hath bired you ? or feod you for your Plea 7 | | 
From this and the like falſe Accuſations,I appeal to-my Judg in Heaven, 
and-my Witneſs within, and defy the World round' about me, of heing 
as Wuch as privy to: any. fuch defigned work 3 'yet I have my Reward on 
Earth, The Tearcrs of the Church have made at me, as inviſible as'I am; 
. but'miſiaking their Hold, have hurt their Nails and Fingers, whiltt F 
eſcape. The Admircrs of Innovations have cut-me out a new Livery, 
which ſhews the Uniformity they affect, drefſed one in a Jeſuit's lon 
Kobes,.:and a Scariſh blew. Bonnet 53 but from others T have the Reward of 
Thanks,: Prayers, and Enconragements/'to- proceed, fromthe good Ac- 
ceptation of the formey pazt. 'And-if none'of my fellow Servants would 
acknowledg my Kindnefs, I hope my Mafter will, whoſe I am, and whom 
Lſcrve. And if ſome of my Mother's Sonslookupon me, as having, no- 
thing of. her, becauſe Iam not like them to an Hair, and wonder who I 
take after 3.1 would they ſhould know, I take after- the Candor and: Tn- 
genuity: of- Heathens and«Papiſts, overcome with the Light and'Truch 
towards Chtiftians, and in; theix Language, condenmed- Heretitks 3- and; 
after. the Charity of: Conformiſts towards Puritans and Non-Conformſts in 
former times 3. and  {o this part of my Apology ſhall be, - © 
| , : I,. The: 


<a 


7. The imitable Examples of Heathens towards Chriſtians: ,. - 
j- cobra towards miſcalled Hereticks,our fore-runners in the Truth 
af Farty * +2155 115 CE $200 209 2 . a 
"3, Of conforming Defenders 'of the Church of England, towards Diſ- 
ſenters of former and latter times. . | ; 
And ifit be faid, That none of theſe did plead the: Cauſe of their Adverſa= 
ries, 45 T bave done. I fay, | 
1. The condition-of the Times require: it. 
- 2; Their Caſe will: bear-ic. KIA 4 50 | 
3. General inclinations to Peace have opened an opportunity for it. 


» 


1. Shallnot a Chriſtian ſpeak as well of a Chriſtian,who is of the ſame: 
Father, Faith and Family, as an Heathen of a Chriſtian ? Shall not a Chri- 
ftian Miniſter do more than a Chriftian Man, for: the honour of Chriftianie © 
ty? Who hath taught us-to-expoſe ferious Profeffors of the Chriſtian Faith, 
to the condemnation'and wrath of the ignorant: and angry people ? or to * 
the jealouſy of the Potent? What is commendable in them, ought to be 
commended 3 and that ſhould be commended in them, which is commens» 
dable in us. And what'is excuſable in them, ought not to be cxpoled as 
damnable and intolerable. The Chriſtian Qualities, Graces and Vertues, 
ſhould be acknowledged, and not diſowned, becauſe they.are in a; Non-- 
confottnift. + The Piety, due Obedience, Sobriety, Uſefulneſs; diligence in 
Hearing and Preaching the Word, yea and tenderneſs of .Conſcience,which 
they profeſs and ſhew, ought to be kindlyreſpected 3- and the common in« 
firmities'of Men,. rather covered, forthe ſake of thoſe undoubted Graces, 
than theſe Graces to be ſuſpe&ed, becauſe we do not affet the Men. 

Tertulian in his Diſſuaſive to Scapmla,the Preſident of 4frice, from Perſe- 
cution, { ad Scapzt. c. 4.] doth move him by the good opinion and com+ 
ynendation of the Emperor Sever ( Father of Anioninus) who did not only! 
ſhew favour to Torpacion, who. had cured him with Oil, and kept him in 
his-Palace while he lived 3. but knowing ſome famous Women and fome 
famous Men to be of this Se&, (fo the. Chriſtians were called, a:Sed, or; a+ 
new Sefi,by way of contempt) he did'not only not hurt them, but adorned 
and honoured them with his Teſtimony, and did alſo openly refilt (or keep 
off.) the-common people raging, againſi them. But moſt famous is that. 
full Teſtimony. which Pliny the 2d gave to Trajan, of. the Religion and. 
Manners of the Chriſtians, © That he found — them but their ob«- 
© ftinacy in refuſing to ſacrifice 3- and that they-met before. day - tor fing:ta 
© God and Chriſt, to conſent in the. exerciſe of Chriſtian Diſcipline z fore 
© bidding Murder, Adultery, Deceit, Treachery, arid other Wickednefles.. 
*<Tertul. ad Scapulaem. cap. 4. edit. Pamelii id, Apologetica cap. 2, If an Hein 
TY | 5 OORISI oo OE then; 
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6 _ " The Tonfonit's Second Plea 


then Governour, entruſted with the execution of Laws upon the Chriſti 
Vil. voſii c + i» ans (in Pontas and Bithynia ) gave ſuch a Teſti- 
FE pi -— + Chriflia mony of them, which was in cffe& to be more 
Perſicutionfinm *. an Advocate for them, than a Judge upon them; 
erſceutioniws. Þ. 5, 6,7* hat may be allowed to a Proteſtant Miniſter, 
pleading for Proteſtant Miniſters and People ? of whoſe Religion and 
Manners much more may be ſaid, than Pliny could ſay of thoſe Saints of 
God,had he ſet himſelf to plead their Cauſe with his charming Rhetorick, 
2. I will imitate a Vertue in an Enemy, what is good in an ill Man. 
Let others frame their Tongues to defaming Names and Anathemzs's, after 
the rigorous and bitter Papiſts, I rather chuſe to undergo the Cenſures of 
the Angry, without cauſe, than be overcome, or condemned dy the inge- 
nuity of Papiſts towards our Predecefſſors in the ſame Faith. What ample 
Teſtimonies have many .of the Papiſts given of the Waldenſes, altho con- 
demned of Hereſy, by their Canons, may be ſeen in Du Pleſis  Hiftoria 
Papatas, out of Rainerius,and in Arch-Bilhop Uſhers 

Edit.Lond. 1613. c.6, de Smwceſſione & Statu, out of the' fame Rainerias, 
S. 11. $. 15, 20. &c. and other - Inquiſitors, and their ſpiteſul Enemies 
fuſe per totum Caput. the Dominicans, being overcome with the Light of 

| Truth, and Beauty of their Life and Manners;have 
not concealed what we ought to efteem a Glory. Anex Sylvie writes as 
much to their diſgrace as any ſcorntul Enemy could do,who;in his Journey 
to Prague taking in at Tabor ( looking upon it as more fate to lodg with 
them than in the open Villages amonglt the Papijts) was with his Compa- 
ny gladly received by them.and received the right of Hoſpitality. He-hated 
them to that degree, that he choſe to negle& Divine Othces on the Lord's+ 
Day, leſt he ſhould communicate with Hereticks 3 and in his xeturn, be- 
ing overcome with the importunity of his Company, -to returi thither to 
baic, he would neither cat nor driak while. he was in the City 3 yet he 
gives us the Heads of their Religion in oppolition to the Roman Apoliacy, 
which-is ſuch, as every true Proteſtant muli ſubſcribe to for the moſt part. 
And the ill Reports -he gives of their degenerate Manners, he rook upon 

| truſt from his Hoſt, who ſecretly kept the Images 
Vid. Inter Waldenfia,&c. of Chriſt and the Virgin Mary, and would have 
opera Balthar, Lydii z A tallen from them, but for the love of his Riches. 
news Sylvii Hiſtoriam Bo- And fhall we take theſe Reports for; true of 
» hemicam.-P.371, & 373. - them, which he, an incenfſed Adverſaryy after- 
Roterdans. 1612. ' +. 'wardsa Pope, received from a'ſtcret Papiſt, and 

| an Hypocrite? There are too many in England; 
from their Ignorance, Prejudice, or Malignity, will ſpeak as ill of our wor- 
thy Nonconformiſts 3 but let us who know them, and ſhould eftecm them 


as the Servants of God; 'and' our Fell6w-Servants,” write and ſpeak wi 
Tenderneſs, Truth, and Modeſty. BER, 4 " 
3. To come nearer home, and the Point in hand, Many tearncd and 
peaceable Conforming Divines, when they wrote of them,or wrote againſt 
them, have given them an_ honourable Report 3 eſpecially when the Pa- 
pifts have upbraided the Church of England with Puritans, as now they 
do with our Diviſions, Mr. Frantis Maſon, the learned Defender of the 
Miniſtry of the Church of England, ſpeaks ſo mo- | 
detily and kindly of the Nonconformiſts*, that he * Churches Power to 
infmuates a good opinion, or a kindneſs into the make Canons, ; 
heart of his Reader in that Book, wherein he 1a- 
bours to ſatisfy or confute them. With a like temper did Dr.  Sparkes 
handle the Perſuaſive to Conformity, What ample and fair CharaQters doth. 
the ingenuous and honeſt Dr. Fuller give of Mr. Cartwright, Travers, Udal, 
Hilderſham, Dod, &c. in his Church-Hiſtory of Britzin ? And long before 
him, we” may reade ( what ſome of our learned and eminent Conformiſt 
Divines have imitated ) the Honour which fome great Do@tors of Cam- 
bridg, and among them Dr. Futk, gave to Mr. Cartivright, perſwading 
him to confute the Rhemiſts Teltament, printed before that worthy Work 
of his. I will cotttent my felf with one Example more of this cemper, a. 
Learned Man beyond all exception, the great DoCtor Crakenthorp, whom I 
rather cite, firſt, becauſe he profeſſed himfelf, and was acknowledged by 
the Biſhops to he a Moderate Proteſtant, but no Puritan. 2, Becauſe he 
reckons many of the N.C. Pxritans, who ſuffered either Deprivation or 
Suſpenſion, or more, for their Nonconformity, and blames them for that 
fault : Utinam errorem ſuum & cerwere voluiſſent & deponere. — For other- 
*wiſe certainly (faid he to Marc. Anton. de Dominis, A. B. of Spalato) there 
©is hardly none of them to which any of ,you is to : 
© be compared, for Goodneſs or| Holineſs of Lite z Defenſio Eccleſ. Angli- 
*2nd even for Learning, ycu your felt (whoare a cane contra Archiepiſe.. 
© Maſter in your Iſrael) arc not to be compared Spalatenſem. cap. 33, 
* with ſome of them. The greater was the un- p. 206. 
happineſs of that Breach, which was made by In- | 
jundions and Scruples. I never thought-them good Painters who draw 
the Pifures of the Diſſenting Brethren with Dirt and Soot : but I know-- 
ing them to be unlike thoſe Pi&ures, have with a juſt offence beheld their: 
Injuries; and would have been pleaſed to have ſeen them deſcribed by. 
ſome impartial and skilful Maſter, as fit to adorn the Palaces of Princes, 
who have been removed up and down, and thrown out of the way, like. 
the lumber out of a new-furniſt'd Church. The Works and Hiſtories: 


of the Lives'of many of the 01d ſound and loyal Prritans, written for _ 
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moſt part by- Confoxming Divines. commend them, and will commend 

them to all Godly Generations 3 and the Memories of _ the, Orthodox 

«N ON--CONFORMISTS of the preſent Age, will be tranſmic- 
tcd after them, to the better opinion of future Times, by a trucr Tradi- 
tion;than any Hiſtory that is as yet come to the view of the World, by the 
reviling and aſperſing Writers of this Age,; And two ways After-Timcs 
will be truly informed concerning them firſt, by that Angry Reproachtul 
Art of Jeſt and Earneſt (1 do not mean thoſe venemous haltpenny Vo- 
lumns that will not hold the binding, and will be condemned to the 
fire by their very Authors, if ever they grow wiſe enough to repent) but 
in a greater bulk, and of greater gain to their Authors and Sellers, than 
profit to their Readers. | Secondly, by the great numbers of Books writ- 
ten by the Nonconformiſts, to the real Advancement of Piety. By the firſt, 
ſcrious and inquilitive Poſterity will conclude that Tenderneſs, Piety, and 
Truth lodged not in their Boſoms, while their Hands mov'd their Pens, 
which aſperſed their made-Adverſaries in ſuch a way,as could ncither gain 
nor convince them. By the latter, they will conclude, when they obſerve 
the ſcope of their Tracts, ſoundneſs of their Matter, affectionate moving 
way of Writing in PraCticals, and their Aſſerting the Proteſtant Doctrine, 
of former and latter Times, in their Controvertials, that ſurely theſe Men 
were an excellent part of the Church, inſpired by the Spirit of Grace and 
Truth, and deſerved better uſage, and a higher place,than a Barn or a Hall 
to preach in. hc 

In ſpeaking well of the Nonconformiſts, T have followed the Example of 
them that I reckon among the Chief of the Church of England : and if 
my Aﬀe&ion to them, and in them, to Chriſtian and Protetiant Nameand 
Religion, hath prevailed upon me to an unuſual Undertaking \, if it be 
not pardonable with ſome, if it be acceptable, to Jeſus Chrili, and ſuita- 
ble to the Minds of many good Men in the Church, and do ſome tolc- 
rable ſervice to the ſuffering part, I doubt not but I ſhall be ſaved, with- 
out the Pardon of them that cannot pardon the Vertue of Moderation, 
any more than the aggravated offence of Noncontormity. 

I have gone no further than to plead a trampled Cauſe, which they that 
hold it, think too good and precious to be trodden on by the proudeti 
Foot, as fit to be taken into Conſideration by the Wiſdom and Authority 
.of the Nation. I have not preſumed to make Propoſals, or Demands ; 

SY that's left to wiſe and great Men. But if ſome 

* Dr. Stilling. Pre- of our Eminent * Chunch-Men have made Pro- 
face to the Unreaſonah, poſals of Abatement, and have not violated their 
of Separation. Subſcriptions, not to endeavour any alteration of 

the Government in Church or State ; I hope I 
| have 
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have,not forieited' my Sonſhip, :or. broken Faith, by doing far leſs, and 
keeping within the Bounds 'of |'a well-meaning Man. And G much, 
and perhaps too much, by way of Apology. 

I have opened in the Plea the Hardneſs of the Caſe, Greatneſs of the 
Sufferings, Worthinelſs of the Perſons of the Non-Conformifts, and the. 
Lofs.to. the Church by their Excluſion or” Suppreſſion. I might- infer 
Conclulions fram eyery of thoſe Head of the Arguments, and drive the 
Plea more hame 3- but now becauſe their Sufferings- are like to. be more 
and greater, and they are to be a Carkaſs to the Eagles, I will take 
lcave to diſcuſs this ſeaſonable and neceſſary Queſtion, -: > 72513 bis 
; Q,, Whether ;+ be: not better, that the Penal Laws againſt the Non-Confors © 
miſts, to which they are obnoxious, by their Preaching and. Praying, .and\othey 
Religious E:xercifes, ſhould not be executed, but forborn rather than put in Extution, 
zntil ſuch time, , as our Graciows King and Parliament in time tg come, ſhall 
maturely take the State of divided Proteſtants into their wiſe Conſideration, and 
bring us all into a happier Legal Eſtabliſhment, than we are in, or can be 
in, while our Diviſions and their Cauſes continue ? — ; 7, 

It may be thought high Preſumption in a private Perſon, to determine 
which is the better 3 but I conceive, that becauſe the Civil Magiſtrate is 
not Omniſcient, but takes his Information from Inferiouxs, and private 
Men, coming to him through Publick Perſons, it's rather a Duty thanan 
Offence to propoſe ſuch a Queſtion, and diſcuſs it, when too many deter- 
mine perhaps without due Examination of the Cafe, that the rigorous 
Proſecution of Diſſenters is beſt and necdful. | 

In the handling of this Queſtion, it will be neceſſary to tate it, and 


ſhew3 


1». Who I mean by the Non-Conformiſts. 

2. State the Controverſy between them, and the Church from which 
they diſſeft, | 

2. Open the nature of the Offences,for which they are liableto the Laws. 

4. Explain what I mean by Forbearance of them, or the Execution of 
the Laws. | | 
- . 5; Why. I limit the time, until our Gracious King. ſhall take our divi- 
ded State into further Conſideration. After which done, I will, 

6. Produce my Arguments for the Afhrmative, That it is better the 
Laws ſhould not be executed, than put in Execution. And, 

7. Anſwer Objections to the contrary. — 


\ 1. By Nonconformiſts, I mean only ſuch Mioiſters, Teachers, Paliors, 
and People, as arc found in the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
C ſubliantial 
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ſubſtantial-Worſhip 3 that are: Proteſtants, or 'reforined from the Corrupti- 
ons of Popery, that peaceably ſubmit to the Civil Government of the 
Kingdom, and the Temporal Laws theteof. | "* 


| Secondly, The Controverſy between the Nonconformiſts and cheChurch, 
or the Conformiſts, lies not in Matters Political and of Civil Government, 


* id. Dr. Stilling. © 


Mifch. Separat. p. 21. 
and their own ma- 
ny Books. Cam i!lis 
guos tu Puritanos vocts, 
non eft nobis tte fide aut 
Fidei dogmate lis ulla : 


for they agree in that, according to the Laws and 
Conſtitution of the Realm. * Nor is the Contros- 
verſy in the Fundamentals, or Atticles of Faith, 
or between # Church-Government, and Anarchy'or 
no Government 3 \but abqut"Matrers of Form-and 
EcclefiaRical Diſcipline, 'and Terms of Charch- 
Communion, or of Exerciſe of their Publick Mi- 


niſiry, conſifting in Subſcriptions, Oaths, atid De- 
clarations, and ſome private * DoQtines''t6 'be 
aſſented to. SER gn aka 
But this is too general'an Acconnt 3'more pat- 
ticularly it is carcfully to be'noted,”'' © 7 © 
x. That the Controverſy berween the Noncon-= 
formiſts, and the Church as now Ettabliſhed: by 
Law, is not the ſame it was between the Church and” Nonconformiſts, or 
Puritans, from the Reign of Q; Elizabeth, to'our King's Reign.” The 
Nonconformiſts in thofe days and following time, afferted"a" Government 
and Diſcipline of Divine Right by Presbyterizn Claes, 'Synbds' and Lay- 
Elders, and difſented from the Government by Dioceſan” Biſhops, ' and 
Ceremonies principally 3 yet theſe were againſt the Brownifts, who ſepa- 
xated from the Church of England as no trac Church, which the meer 
Nonconformiſts did not. But fince his Majelties wonderfut Reftauration, 
that part of the Controverſy which relates to” Church-Diſcipline, and 
Government, is altogether new, and quite different from the old,” © No 
fingle Perſon, nor Combination of Men, did ever defire of the King or 


de Ritibus illis, & di- 
ſeiplina Ecclefix noſtre 


contendunt, Craken- 


thorp Ecclef. Anglic. 
Defenſio. c. 33. p. 203+ 


See Mr. Baxt. Pre- 
face toBp Morley, and 
Bp Gunnang, before hs 
True and only. way of 
Concord. 


Parliament, the Eſtabliſhment, or the” Foleration 
of the Presbyterian Goverument or. Pjſciplibe, *ei- 
ther in the Presbyterian'or Independent Way.” And 
therefore the pains 'of thoſe; Writers, 'who* have 
revived the 'Opinions, and raked into the Miſcar- 
riages of the Presbyterians, might have been Tpa- 
red, as not at all to the purpoſe 3 except to that 


which is unbecoming either peaccble or wiſe Men :. They do only. kindle 
Wrath by- ſtirring Fire, and cry, Fire, Fire in the Church and State, 
When there is not {0 much as any Smoak aſcending from the Embers of 


Prerbyte- 
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Presbyerian Principles,., Thoſe Tragical Stories of Presbyterians, whether 
true or not, which ſome Men bring to remembrance, ſeem to ſerve ano- 
ther Deſign, .than the union: or preſervation of the Church, and apparently 
to render the Nonconformiſts.: ſuſpicious and odious, and to hinder a 
Reconciliation, — hoA a 1 

2, Thereare eſpecially two ſorts of Diſſenters from the Legal Church 3 
Firſt, Thoſe who are calledPrerbyterians, but wrongfully fo called, ( and 
by me only-tor-Diſtinion ſake) the other ' are: the Congregational, or 
- Tadependents, . The Fanaticks and ScQaries fall under this laſt Diviſion in 
- point of Government 3 but the meer Congregational are Men of Learning, 
Reaſon, and ſound: Principles as to Faith, Worſhip, and Manners. And 
{o there muſt be a Diſtin&tion between ſome, and others, that are com- 
monly ſo called. — 

. All theſe agree in that they cannot conform to Subſcriptions, Oaths, 
and Declarations 3 and ſome in\other Matters come nearer, or ſtand fur- 
ther off than others 3 therefore the Difference cannot be more particularly 
ſtated, . without an exact knowledg of their Tenets. 

3. Thoſe who are commonly called and reputed Presbyterians, declared 

themſelves for his Majeſties Declaration-about Ec- 


clefiaſtical Afﬀairs, as they have done againſt the Oftober 25th, 1660. 


Terms requixed;by the; AG of Unitormity. - And 
now, if any Man, would; know: che true. State of 
the Difference between the Conformifts and one 
part of the Nonconformifts,” may find it to lie in 
that Gracious, Declaration,: and that-Ad of Uni- 
formity. The reputed Presbyterian cannot con- 
form .to- the ;AR,: but: ' would: have: been glad if 
that Declaration: had! been made an Ad. And 
they,, who would have gladly ſubmitted - to that 
rare Lavcation of Compoſure and Settlement, are 
no.longer.to be accounted Presbyterians in a firic 
and proper ſenſe 3 much leſs Enemies to the King 


and Subverters of the Government, that: would * 


Petit, for Peace, $. 10, 
To the King's Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty. The 
due Account and bumble 
Petition of the Miniftres 
of the Goſpel commiſſio= 
nated for the review 


and alteration of the 


Litargy. 'Lond, An. 
Mr. Baxter's 


Preface Treat, of Epiſ= 
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have. confermed ito-- what the King propoſed, upon great Reaſons and 
wiſe Counſels,' as appears by the Reaſons, Frame and Language of that 
Declaration : .. And they who condemn them that-conform not- to the. . 
Ach, bug would have conformed to his Majeſtics Declaration;if it had been, 
turned into'a: Law, bave declared at: the: ame time their diſlike of the 
King's, Declaration. And if their -Zeal be fo hot againſt this kind of 
Difſenters, their Reverence of 'the King's Act, which gave them their 
Meaſures and DireQtions, both as w what they ſhould ask and _— 
2 | C 
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be ruled and governed by, ſhould reſtrain them from being too rigid in 
their Cenfures. Had they drawn up ſuch 'a Declaration as that is, and 
preſented ic to the King and Parliament, as the only Rule they would ſab- 
mit unto, and the King have rejected and refufed it,” then they had been 
more deſcrvedly reproved for their Nonconformity, - But when' it was 
graciouſly declared by the King, and gratefully acknowledged by that 
Parliament, and the 'Divines* that now diffent, 
See the foreſaid Pe- did thankfully acknowledg and-receive it, they 
tition. cannot. be.condemned but with fome' Reflection 
At their Meeting in upon that Declaration, and by conſequence thi 
Sion Colledg. King himſelf and his wiſe Counſellors,and that firft 
Parliament who thanked the King for it. And let it 
be further noted, that there was once a Parliament moſt freely choſen, of 
Loyal Members, that thanked the King for' Terms of Accommodation 
and Union 3 and it is much for the Honour of the Difſenters, who humbly 
defired an Union upon thoſe Terms, that they had once the King himfelf, 
and as many of his Wiſe Council as adviſed, and a Loyal Parliament freely 
choſen, of the ſame Judgment with them. It they arc a Faction, they 
are ſuch as never was before them 3 a Faction that would have been ruled' 
by the King, and that good Parliament which did reſtore Him. T-do no- 
tify the tirlt_rank of Diſſeuters from this, becaufe - they have fubmitted to 
this, and never offered+ any' other Terms or Pro- 
\ * Or ſuch Alterati- poſals by general Conſent, but 'thofe declared by 
ons 4s were made in the the King himſelf. ' *'And thoſe" that are faid to 
Liturgy; by-his Majeſt. be for a new Model, are forthe King's own Mo- 
Commiſſion. del.—— . up 437 Kia of X 
| | +. 4+ 'The other ſort of Diſfenters fall under 'the 
pame of Congregational and Independents. "As 'many-of "theſe as"are unter: 
my preſent Conlideration, are tirlt Orthodox and found'in Faith, agree- 
ing with the Scriptures, received Dodtrine of this Church, in Articles and 
Homilies,. and of other Retormed Churches, in oppofition te Herefics and 
Popery. } 0: | | 
4 They difſent not (from the Civit Government of the Kingdom. 
Take their own proteſied Doctrine, ©It is the Dutycof People to pray 
* for Magiſizxates, to honour their Perſons, to pay them®Triburte and other 
© Duties, to obey their: Jawful Commands, and | to'be'fabje@ ro their 
© Authority fos Conſcience fake.” Intidelity oz Difference in ' Religion 
* doth, not make void the Magiſirates jutt and legal' Authority; nor 
6 free the People from their Obedience to him3 from which'Eeclefiaſtical 
© Perſons are. not exempted 3 much, leſs hath the Pope "any Power or 
* JuriſdiQion over them.in their Dominiens, or over any of their People, 
, w and 
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6 and leaſt ofa all to eps them of their Dominions'or Lives, if he ſhall 


*Jjudg them to be Hereticks, or <p any other. | 


© pretence whatſoever, * 
' 3. They are for a CHands- Guided, by Pa- 


fiors, Teachers, Elders arid Deacons but withirs. 


particular Conpregations, having all Power within 


themſelves, independent- as to Juriſdiction, or 


 Subordination to any other Church, or Synod, and 
they are for the Adminifirationy of all the/ Ordi- 
nances of 'Chriſt.” 

. The moſt that- ever theſe deſi ” at any. time, 
even when the Presbyterial Government was molt 
likely to prevail; was a Permiſhon-or Toleration 
to exciſe their Diſcipline,ſubjeing themſelves, 
a5 any-other-Subje&ts, to the ' Magiſtrate, not de- 
firing'the Preferments of the Church which they 
would have always go to-them; that conformed to 


1* A Declaration of the 
Fiih and: Ordet of the 
Congregation, Churches 
in England, in their 
Meeting at the Savoy 
Ocfiob. 12, 1658. c:24\ 


Ofithe C vil Magiſtrate, 


9.4. Vid. Dr. Orven's 


: Truth and" Innocency 


vindicated. Survey of 
Dr. Parker's Ecclef, Po- 
lityp. 164, ©, Ibid. 
of ' | the Inſtitnt, of” 


.Churches. $. 9 


the Conſtitution of the Church according to Law, and with this they 


would now be thankfully cormented. 


The third-thing to be ſpoken fo, is the Nature of the Offence, tor which 


they are liable to the Penalties of the Laws, The remote Offence or Tranſ- 
grefſion, is their *Nonconformity to the A of Uniformity, for which 
they have ſuffered a Deprivation of their Eccletialtical: Preferments. 
The next and immediate gr. pores" is againſt other Statutes, which 
are pt 
- The Statute of the 35 of Quern Elizabeth, declared to be in force, 
16 & Ch. IE c. 4. 

2, The ſame AQ aadinf Conventicles and unlawfut Afﬀemblics, under ' - 
Pretcnce of Exercife' of-Religion 

3-A& 37 Ch. II. c,'2. Nonconformiſts that take not the Oath, or Feſt 
therein ſet down, ſhalt not inhabit in any Corporation, or live within 
jive Miles of any Fown that ſend Burgeſles. 'to Parhament 5 or five 
Miles of the Place where they were Minitters. 

4. The Statutes of the 22th pay Ch. II. c. 1.. Seditious Conventicles pres 
zented and ſuppreſſed. | 
By che tirft nt "theſe Statutes, viz. ; 35th of Q. Eliz, the Offences are twoz 
the firſt is not coming to ſome] Church or Chappel, or other place of 
Divine Service, to hear Divine Service eſtabliſhed by her Laws, &c. 
The ſecond is to ſpeak or write,or to perſwade any to deny or impugn Her 


Majeſtics Power in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, or perſwade.any againit hearing 
Divine 
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Divine Service, or to be preſent at Conventicles, or unlawful Aſſemblies 
The Penalty is, firſt Impriſonmenot until he acknowledg his Offence, and 
declare his Submiflion in ſome Church or Chappelz which if he refuſe 
todo within three Months, he ſhall abjure the Realm it he do not, or 
if he ſhall return without her Majeſtics leave, be, ſhall be'proceeded againſi 
as a Felon, ; | 

I ſhall ſpeak of the ſecond under the fourth, becauſe it. was to expire 
after the next Seflion of Parliament, which was after three Years, And 
paſs to the third Statute > The Offence by that Statute; js,It any Perſon that 
had enjoyed any Parſonage, Vicarage, Leure-ſtipend, and. had not confor-: 
med to the AR of Uniformity,and fhall not take and ſubſcribe this Oath ; 

<©I A. B. do (wear that it is not lawtul on any pretence whatſoever, to 
© take up Arms againſt the King 3 and..that abhor that Traiterous Poſi- 
© tion, of taking Arms by his Authority againſi his Perſon, or, again& thoſe 
© that are commilſhoned by Him,in purſuance of ſuch Commiſlions,and that 
©I will not endeavour any Alteration of Government either/in Church or 
© State. If he ſhall preach in any Conventicle, or come within five 
© Miles of any City, Corporation, or place of his Miniſtry, except on his 
© Journey,or ſummoned by a Subpena, he ſhall forfeit 40 /. 

The Original Crime is Noncontorming z the next is not taking the 
Oxf. "Oath, preaching in Conventicles, and coming within tive Miles of 
any ſuch place, — [ £973.) | 

The fourth Statute, Car. 22, is, &c, -And the Crimes arez 1. *Ifany 
* Man ſhall be preſent at any Aſſembly, &c. under colour of any Exerciſe of 
© Religion, in any other manner than according to the Liturgy apd Practice 
© of the Church of England ; at which there ſhall be five Perſons or more 
© aſſembled together, beſides thoſe of the ſame Houſhold, 2. If:any Man fhall 
© take upon him to preach or teach in any ſuch Meeting, be ſhall forfeit 
© 201. for the firſttOffence after Conviction,and 40 I. after the ſecond Con - 
© viction of a ſecond Offence. 3. It any Perfon ſhall willingly ſuffer ſuch 
© Mecting to be in his Houſe, Out-houſe, Barn, Yard, qr Backfide, and be 
© convicted, ſhall forfeit 20 ]. &c. And every Hearer, 5:5. 

The Faults that are moli obvious, and moſt commonlly proſecuted, are 
firſt, Preaching, Hearing, or entertaining of any Meeting under pretence 
of Religious Exerciſe, after another manner than the Liturgy or Practice 
of the Church of England, to five or more bclides the Houſhold where 
ſuch Meeting is kept. | 1vs 


Fourthly, I am to explain what I mean by Forbearance. 
1. I do not mean what never came into the Queſtion, an Univerſal 
Toleration, or Licenſe of all lncligion, Atheiſm, Hereſy, or publiſhing 
| pernicious 


_- 
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pernicious Errors, contrary to Godliefs arid Peace!” 211 Uo not" mean 
by Forbearance, 'a Toleration or Forbearance, hy | 

Proſecution againſt any that ſhall Ge fotr d 'gu | \ Not hap the N, C. 
of thoſe Offences and:Crimes; welder de-" but the Tolerati- 
chred in the Reatons 'of thee” Statutes, "fot I i vio lf at ure to-. 
prevention whereof theſe Stattites wete prinj-, terable; a1d- the prace- 
rily intended, as the Intention: of the 'Law ' able” Liberbies of all 

1, I do not mean a Forbearance of ay” Petſn : that agret' on Catho- 
whatſoever, that ſhall by to ting, —_ of Ex lick\Terms of Primj= 
preſs Words, purpoſely® or gps ae” tg -Hoe Simplictty i in Doc- 
prove ar petſwade aty vo rjoles jets, or | -Frine, Worhip, : and Diſs 
any other within Se Rolls to Uemy' 'or withſtand.” iciplin.” ''Pttition © for 
or impugn_ His Majeſtics Power n Eceltfialtical, P eace, Anno. 1661, 
Caufes, 'or thall perſwade an Fi of coming to' Se the Statute 35th, 
Charch'to Divine Service,or Corimuttion' to, that” *Q, Elizabeth, 
end; There! is 9 en rabgt that hath written © | 
or prihted, or (that ever T heatd of) ken,ro impugn His Majeſtic Power 
circa" ſacra;' þat pwn it, as hereafter it will appear. 

2, I do not mean a Forbearance of, any Perſon or Perſons, whether 
more or fewer than five, that ſhall, have, or do 
contrive any InfurreQions; as Seditious Sectaries, Vid., Statute of 16- 
or Difloyal Perſons, 'or any dangerous Praftices Ch. W. C3 +, | 
of Seditious Sectaties, ot other Difloyat' Perfofis, © ; 
who under Pretence of tender Conſciences,” have or may. at aide ering 
contrive Inſurre&ions 3 or that make bur aiprecence of Rdigtous Exercifes, 
to carry on any ſuch Intentions. ' 'The þ 5j4 explained Nonconformiſts will” © 
heartily. fubſcribe, to this, © Againit rhefe ' Conttivers thi 6 Law. is Behe, and. 
not againſt fuch as arc in earnelt fot 'Religious R ences, but' upon 116 
ſedirious Defign, thy" it is otherwiſe interpreted: contrary, fo the eclated 
end of the Law. 

3. The Perſons ro Se forborn, are ſuch Preachers, and Teachers, as 
never kept Conventicles, or Meetings, making thoſe Religious Excrcifes 
a'-pretence only,” when the' Deli n was Rebellion, Sedition, or Inſur- 
reQion- 3/ as' never taught any ſuch pernicious Dc Arine to ſuch a wicked 
end; but that have taught and h6l4 the contrary, performing Religions. 
Exerciſes for Religious ends 3 and' both they thar hear them, and they 
that entertain them, ſhonld be forborn. 

4. By Forbearance, 'I'mean a total! Forbearnce, of all' the Penalties, 
which they have incurred upon their Perfons and their Eſtates. The mer- 
ciful Indulgence of the Government, and many over ruling Providerices 
concurring, haye given them. Advantages, and Boldneſs to meet more 
GOPcl Iy; 
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opcnly.and in greater Numbers, than they did before,. than they could os 
would have done. If now there ſhall be a ſevere Proſecution againſt 
them, the Priſons will fill in many places, their Fines amount above 
their Eftates.3.\there will be neithes, Diſh nox Spoon, Stooll, nar Bed lefe 
for theix Wives and. Children,,.no,, nor.a Friend of their way left, in the 
Land, ina, Gondition to reheye them. . Ir is- the ready way to. fill many 
places.in- the \Land with Tears, and. Crics, - Beggary and Miſery, (uch- as 
no. good Proteſtant can, behold without a Sympathy. This is no better 
than to forbear,a- Creditor till the Intereſt grows to a great Sum, and then: 
(cize upon all hes. bath, coter upon his Land, and. drive, his Cattel, 6&4. 
thisns Mercy,.till Offenccs grow, big for a huge Severity 5 Mexcy. patent, 
for latent Juſtice,.to-give them. time to gather Fleſh, and. then to devour 
them. If the Rooks, the Informexs, thoſe Bixds of Prey, hope to fleſh 
themſelves by picking the bones of the Nonconformiſts, it ſhould go again 
the ftomack of every truc Gentleman, not to, ſay Mexcitul Chriſtian,.. If 
they muſt be ſuppreſt, give them notice 'of.. it 3 'do not , kill; them in cold 
Blood, after Quarter given; ther. To make.;the Caſc familiar .There 
are a Company of honeſt, quict- Pcople live about me, they, were once 
in good Faſhion and Reputation, but are now fallen in the World's 
danger, and are forced to be bcholden to their Friends they live in 
my Mannor, and - have treſpaſſed upon me, againſt the orders of it. I 
thought it hard to trouble them, or ſeverely to gather my Amerciaments, 
for they were honeſt Mev, and of my Religion too for the, main, they 
were good Proteſtants in their way. I never heard of any Riots among 
them,or ill Deſigns that could be prov'd againſt any of them 3 when. others 
were at their Paltimes,they were at their-Prayers,and were laborious, while 
others thar had more. of the World, took more Pleaſure 3 and they know 
that if Thad been ſevere with them for every Treſpaſs, they had not. had 
a; Cow or Cows keeping, not a Sheep or a Pig 3 and now they have well 
about them,and Iam reſolved, Twill make them pay all the Amerciaments 
of my Court, for every Treſpaſs 3 they ſhall have neither Cow, nor Sheep, 
nor Houle te ſleep in in my Mannor, I'll make them pay, or ly in Priſon, 
or fly the Land for they, are a dangerous ungrateful People : for when 
I fand for a Parliament-Man, or defize their Votes for my Friend, there 
is not a Man will appear for me but they are all for them that are again a 
Popilh Succeſſor, and! for uniting of Protcliants, and ſuch things as thele : 
They are croſs to me3 what I abhor, they approve 3 when I addreſs, 
' they refuſe to ſubſcribe. Well, but Sir, I beſeech you be merciful.to them 3 
and if you will have all your Town tobe in all things of your Mind, give. 
them notice firſt, or elſe it will be ſaid you forbore them their lefler Fines, * 
till they grew to a. great Sum, "I beſecch you, do not fo by: them,, 
but 
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but be as merciful to them, as you are to -other kind of Sinners. 


Fifthly, The Limitation of the QueRiion is, untill fach time as our 
Gracious King and Parliament, .in time to come, ſhall take the State of 
the divided Proteſtants into their Mature Confideration, We may ratio» 
nally hope we {hall have a Parliament from our King, who hath often 
declared his-Refolution to haye frequent Parliaments 3- we hope it will be 
a free Parliament 3 1 do not mean free from force or violence upon Men's 
Perſons; but violence upon their Reaſons by Drunkenneb, with its ſhame- 
ful Antecedents and Eft:&s. And it ever we have ſuch EleQions, we 
{hall pitch upon ſuch Men, as long as there are any to be found, that are 
Men of Loyalty to the King| and Government, of Eſtates and Quality, 
that are free(t from Temptation to get by dithonourable Arts,and that have 
too much to give away from themſelves, and the Freeholders that chooſe 
them. A Proteſtant People will elect Proteſtant Repreſentatives, and 
ſuch as have a reſpect to Proteſtant Difſenters,in things that may be ſpared 
without hurt to Religion, or infringement of Governmentz much leſs a 
change,and that as they are Natives, Relatives, peaceable, and pious good 
Men. It cannot be thought,that they that would exclude Popery, will leave 
a Breach among our ſclves for it to cater in at 3 our lali Parliaments have 
declared their Inclinations by their Votes, and from what they have done, 
we may gueſs at what they will do, if God give them time. And there 
muſt be a depth in Policy deeper than Men of a ſhort Line can fathom, or 
a great miſtake, that thoſe Gentlemen and Magiſtrates that are bent to 
ſuppreſs our Conventicles, ſhould a&t with ſuch. a Spirit now, when 
they have declared who, and what they are for. Is this the way to gain 
the Body of the Nation to chooſe them, or thoſe they affeft, into a next 
Parliament, when it is viſible what Intereſt they ſerve, by dilobliging the 
Proteſtant Nonconformiſts, and giving notice to the Church, and Confor- 
ming Proteſtants, that they cannot be ſafe from them, that ſuppreſs, if not 
cut off, as many as they can of the ſame Faith and Worſhip for ſubſtance, 
for thoſe Differences,that need not be, if Condelcention and Love might 
but come in Faſhion ? | | 

The Controverſy between the Church and them * | 
is not yet determined, but there is this good-of late The Rev.Dr.Stilling. 
got by the Heat of Writing 3 that both ſides have Preface to UVnreaſona= 
declared their Minds more Teeely than heretofore z bleneſs of Separation. 
and there are Propoſals made by both fides, which Mr. Baxter, Humphrey, 
if they cannot be univerſally admitted, yet from! Lobb, &c. 
the rude Draughts -of a Building, wife Men may 
agree upon the Frame, by adding, —_ away, and compoling. a 
| ; the 
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the Parliament made the Laws out of Love to the Church, and'they wil 
not do; Magiſirates out of Love to the Church, ſhould abſtain from 
Proſecutions Be a t me, and be patient-for a while. except they ſaw, what 
no Man can ſee, that lives nearer to them than their Informers, any more 
cauſe of-Suppreſſion by any contrived dangers, cither to Church or: State, 
than when they are faſt aflcep in their-Beds. If you have juſt cauſe to: 
fear their Principles, diſarm them of: their Knires 3 but thoſe that know 
them better than their Enemies, or your- Informers, do: think no more: 
Danger like to ariſe from their Principles, than there was again 'the 
King and moſt favourable Parliament, from their Preparations, for Rebelli- 
on.- Are all the Nonconforming Preachers of a ſudden- turned Jeſuits ?: 
is their. Faith turned into Faction ?- have they ſubmitted their Scriptures: 
and their Senſes to an Infallible Guide ?: acknowledged:in him the-power 
of- both Swords, and: lifted themſelves under his confecrated Banners *- 
Are all their Childzen Males? Are all their Infants- in a- few Months' 
grown up to be above fnxteen Years of Age, ft: for Arms ?: Are their 
Wives and: Daughters become Amazons ? How many- thouſands can they” 
make? Where are their Rendezvouz, their Muſters, their Liſts, their 
Magazines? Where are their- Generals ?: Who ate-their- Correſpondents, 
and Confederates abroad ?- The difireſſed perſecuted Prozeſtants of France 7” 
Are they fortifying their Barns'and Mecting-Places ? or ready to-marchiand* 
take the Field ?*' Why are we not all in Arms for fear of them, if 'the' 
Danger be ſo great from their Aſſemblies! Abſtain from theſe Men for a' 
little time; and let-not. their Flight be in Winter, or- on- the Sabbath-Days, 
It you wilt:not- forbcar- till ſuch a-time, one thing I hope and+look for, 
that when you Crive their Cattel, or'offer their Goods to fale, you will 
find no Buycrs3 or if yu ſend them to the Goals, their Keepers' and -Fel- 
Jaw Priſoners may become true Converts, and -that you that ſend them 
thither-may fetch them out. ; | 
But I'mnſt not forget my- Arguments to prove the Aﬀirmative of the 
eftion, That it is better the Execution of the Laws ſhould be forborn- 
- againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, than urged or countenanced--, | 
I have laid the Queſtion in a Comparative, and afftrm its better, ec. 
The Gomparative. doth ſuppoſe a Pofitivez-if I can prove that it is not* 
pood to exccute.the-Penal Laws upon Diſſenting Proteſtants, then it will 
follow. a fortiore: & -majove, that-it is better. they ſhould-be- ſpared, than- 
pun. ſhed. | f #1540 OTED © 
The Argument runs thus: | 
Ic is not good to execute the Laws vpon Diffehting Proteſtants, there-: 
fore _it-is better to forbear their Execution, than put them- in Execution. 
The 


The Propoſition'is be provedby 'an Enumeration of the Laws, 'that 
Men are prefling upon them. |. -/ | To | 
I. Tris not good to execute the Statute of 35th of Q. Elizab. which 
they who are in danger are threataed with, That which the whole Par- 
lizmznt thought dangerous to the whole Proteſtant Intereſt in England, 
and did,as far as in-them lay,difanul (a Bill being prepared to be ſigned by 
His Majelty ) ſhould not be thought. good or tit to be executed upon one 
part of Proteſtants, by ſome particular Juſtices of the Peace, on the irreligi- 
ous, covetous Information of a ſorry fort of Men. The loſs of that Bill 
was judged fo great a loſs to the Nation of Proteſtants, that the next 
Parliament "made diligent Inquiry {into the Cauſes of that dangerous 
Fruſtration, of what was thought as-much for the Preſervation of Prote- 
ftants from Baniſhment by Abjuration,:as for the Preſervation of our Bodies 
from burning by the AR de Heretico comburendo. 'But if this Argument be 
not of force againſt them, that can handle a Sword better, or fign a 
Warrant, than anſwer an Argument, or:that will not:be reaſoned out 6f 
a Reſolution 3 it may receive' ſome further. Strength by this further Enu- 
meration.  --- ; | 6 149 2.77 Y 
I. The impartial Execution of that Statute, will be 111 for all the Papiſts 
in the Land, that, owning the-Supremacy ot the Pope, . do impugn' the . 
King's in Cauſes Ecclctiaſitcal, and have abſented from Common-Prayer. 
They muſt abjure the Realm: and truly a little reſpeR. to. Nenconformiſt}, 
becauſe they are not- Papiſfts, but Proteſtantr, ſhould dire& our Magiſtrates 
to' begin with the Papiſts, and try, if by -xidding the Land of Papiſts, - 
the Stifhcſfs of the Diſſenters may not bend towards Conformity. But 
to begin with Proteſtants, and leave the Enemies of the King and Church 
to flay behind them, that have potent Confederates, is not ſafe, nor kind, 
and reſpective to Proteſtants, | | | 
-..*2, It will be ill for thouſands of them that. go under: the Name of Pro- 
teftants of the Church of England, that may: be proved not to have been 
at Common-Prayer in any Church or Chappel, or place where Common- 
Prayer is wont to be made. To proſecute Proteſtants that preach, or are 
preſent at Religious Duties, | tho not after the manner of the Liturgy, and 
to ſpare them that are oftener preſent at a Coffee-Houſe.: or. Tavern, 
than at any Worſhip of God, is too partial a Proceeding, and argues 
little kindneſs to Religion, by ſhewing more +to them that wear a Name 
of Religion, and not ſo much as a Cloak of Religion -etides. | 
3. Ir is not for the King's Honour, Profit, or Safety, and therefore it 
is not good, that a general Riddance ſhould he mage of all Diſſenters, both 
Papift and Proteftant,out of the Land by Abjuxatiopn, when the Papiſts have 
many Friends-that'can furnifh them with Arts, co make theix way back 
| D 2 | again, 
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20 The Convomilfs'Secoud Pla: 
again, with forre Armies. and Auxiliazy-Fexces: to help them to-pull: 
down the. Church of England, and ſet up what, King they pleaſe. 
| 4+ It cannot be good tor the Church of England, 1 mean. the fevere and 
rigorous tempered Men, who will multiply Enemies againft them, when 
they {ce that Severities are uſed upon good Subjefts 3 and the moderate 
and ſcnhble part of the Church wilt be grieved, to fec. their. Brethnen in 
the Faith drawn out firli for Sacrifice. | , 
| 5+ It cannot be good for thoſe Gentlemen, who: have. cxpiefſed. their 
diſlike of our latt Parliaments, and that hope for another, aud labour. 
to be in it themſelves, when the whole Nation fee and kaow how friend- 
ly they are to the Popiſh. Party, how. hard to believe as much a Popiſh Plot ; . 
and have, as-foom as poſſibly they. can, after. their Thanks-to the King, for 
his Ruline by Laws, dedared- what Laws they. are ready. to. execute. 
Can they think that any belides a terrifed fervite Dependent. Part of the 
Nation, will vate for them, or for their Friends Iatereii ? That therefore - 
- which is good. for none, ought not by-any tobe executed, and. none will, 
bur-ugh as are rcfulved againlt all Reaſan-and the higheſt Wiſdory —- 
The otherrwo Laws are directly againlt Proteſtant Diſſenters. | | 

Secondly, It is not good to execute the five Mile Act upon. them. , 

IT It is-nota righteous thing to execute: that Law-upon them, except 
they aze guilty of that Crime, tor which that Law- doth: principally and 
©mainly. provide. The Crimes recitcd in that AQ, are, © Whereas they 
© corifortmtd not, &c. nor made- the Delcaration-in the Agt of Uniforrgity 
*dbac ſerled'therhſclves in Corporations,tab ing occafion thereby to inliil the - 
© Principles of £chifſm and Rebellion into the Hearts: of His .Mzxcliies 
© SubjeRs, to the great danger.of the. Church and Kingdom. This is 
the pretended Miſchicf, againſt which that AQ was made'y and'it ſo, then 
it cannot .with any Juſtices. be executed, but upon. fuch as have owed 
thofe Principles If fach have beey, no Favour is asked for them. -But 
who comes out to. prove, that any Nenconformit-Preacher hath inflillcgd 
- fech Principles? It ſome have, why ſhould thoſe that- have not, ſuffer - 

- as if they had ? if ſome have, find them out 3 if all have, ſpare none 3 it 
none have, why ſhould any fuffer ?-It they have, thofe Principles are very 
weak and. inceffeQtual, have: had-many Years to-work in, and yet for the . 
honour of the Religion, which they profeſs, no Rebellion. hath been as 
much a5 moved, Was their Norc nformity a Crime * they-patiently boxe 
the ſentence of the Law? Their living in Corporations could - be nv 
Crime .their preaching. Orthodox Doctrine coulda no. hurt to Church . 
nor States. their not taking thet Oath, was no.greater@ Crime in them, 
than in. all the Eotds and. Commwons,. who then, and fince have argued 

- Bgainlt Ic, axd- oppoſcd- ite. Tos inftil the! Principles -of as and- 
obs 24 Rebellion 


Rebelion'mufi be the: Crime ; Now if, none of. them have been guilt of 
that, Infiillatian, it is, not- goody becauſe not, quit, torcxccure the Laws 
upon them. «Bi 3-24: TA 
2, Ir is not good to- execute that Law upon Diflenting. Proteſtants; 
which at firſt making, was promoted by Men: Popiſhly inclined; and ſince 
appeared to be Papiſtr, and was fever exctuted but in Favour of Pepery, 
and was oppoſed by Loyall-Proteſtants... I know not in what-rank: of Pro- 
teftants to place him, wich whom this Argument is weak, except among 
thoſe good natured Proteſtants, that have ſerved the Popiſh-Deligns. Who 
were the Pxomotess of it, but Sir Tho. Clifford, ( ſince Lord Freafurer, 
and a profeſſed Papiſt ) Sir Solomon Swale, and | 
Sis Roger ( or Tho): Strickand, that fince appeared,” /  Grawth -of - Popery, 
to be Papifts ? Who maze oppoſed it than the wiſe, | »nder the Name of Ars 
and Loyal Earl of Southampton, Lord Treafurer,, drew-Mazveh, Efgy: 
Earl of Shaftsbury, who ſcented the Popilh Plot, | 
and purfucd it before many were. aware 3- the Lord Wharton, and others, . 
ftixm tothe Proteſtant Intexeſt ? [Fake the good Sence of an »Honourable - 
Member of the Parliament at Veſfminſter, in the-Debate of the Bill for uni-- 
ting Proteſtants, © But ſuppoſe weſhould follow this Advice,and-make new- 
* Laws, and-require a ſevere Execution of the old ; how can you imagine : 
* that as long as the Popiſk Intereſt is fo prevalent, the Execution of ſuch - 
© Laws {hall be continued longer, than may be ſubfervient tothe Intereſt of : 
*that Party? Have we nat had a fad Expcyience of this?- Hath the. 
*Oxfard- Act, or that of 35th of Queen; Etizebeth, or any other-againtt - 
© Diſſenters;, been executed in favoux of the Church ? -( note this, albthac' 
© think it a Service to the Church.) Are not the Diſſenters as many, if-nop 
©more now than ever? — And. is there any thing. more vittble than thefe 
Laws have been. made uſe of to ſerve the Popiſt Fntexeſt, or;-as Engines - 
© rather:far the: Aﬀairs of the State, than the Church, +— I the Oxford AG, - 
* and other Acts again{t Diffenters, were projected in favour of the Prote- 
© taut Religion 3] it was firange they were fo mueh promoted ( as-many - 
© Members now- here, whodid ſerve in thoſe Parliaments, do remember ) - 
* by Sir Tho. Clifford, Sir Soloman Sweale, and .Sir Roges Strickiand, who - 
© have ſince appeared to be Papiſts. — Sir, I am afraid the name of the: * 
© Church hath been ſtrangely | made uſe of to bring in Popery, &c.. upors - 
© which, reſolved-that the {aid Bull be-commitced upon the Debate of tho-- 
© Houſe for-uniting Proteſtants. .: 
The lait A to be executed, 'is that of 22 Ch, TE. c. 1. Sediteays Conven=-- 
ticles prevented and ſuppreſſed. * The.Perſons againit whom it is levelled, 
* are deſcribed..to be Scditigus. Sectarxies,-Difloyal Perfons, who ('Hypos- 
* cxites ) under . pxetence of tender- Conſciences, have or. may contrive 
| Inſurrecions. - 


4 [ ” 4 . - 
_ 
_ * { - 
- . 
. $ i + n - 
« 3 4 4 & ” - «7, 
| . AL , LEDs TF 
» + Sat * % gy WS > "S ww, 
; 


22 The Confouniff's' Second Plea 
InſurreQions. Concerning this A&; Tet us obſerve the Time when it was 
enadted 3 it was Anno. 1670, - Since which time; we ray not paſs over, 
without loſs to the Argument, how the Thoughts of our Governours 
and Law-makers have turned to *another point, and that very Parliament, 
which was obſerved for: a' very great part of it to be young Gentlemen, 
growing older, grew more cool andimoderate towards differing Proteſtants, 
moreſufpicious of Poperys and the more reſolute they grew,in maintaining 
Property and the Proteſtant Religion, and to break the Arms and the 
Legs of growing Popery, the more temperate they grew towards the Non- 
conformiſts, not to take any Strength from His Majeſftirs Declaration of 
March 15, 167+, becauſe'it ſeemed to tend to the Propagation of Popery, 
and wasrecallcd upon the Parliaments Repreſentation,altho ſome wile Pro- 
- teſtant States-Men, thought 'that Declaration would be a kindneſs to 
Diſſenters, and no greater Injury to the Church and Proteſtant Religion 
from Popery, than they received by- Popery, growing apace under the Be- 
nignity of a Connivance and Favour of great Men. Not to take hold of 
this, to ſhew that the King thought fit to mitigate the rigorof that Law, 
the very next Year attcr it was enacted. That which gives Strength to 
my Argument is'this; that at the next meeting of the Parjtament, which 
began February 24, 1672, an At paſſed againſt the Papiſts, and a Bill 
was preſented by the Houſe of Commons to the. Lords,' in favour of Dif- 
ſenting,and for uniting Proteſtants, which (as ſome that have as much reafoa 
to know as any who write) would have paſſed,if they had had time to ſit 5 
and from that time, that long Parliament, who had made the AQ againſt 
Conventicles, how reſolute ſoever they were again{t an Indulgence, - Fe- 
bruary 15, 1662 3, they ſaw. the incompatibility b:tween Execution ' of * 
their own Law, and the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and ſaw 
a neceſſity of uniting Proteſtants 3 at the ſame time, when they ſaw' our 
increafing Dangers trom the Increaſe of Popery. And-ourfeveral Patlia- 
ments fince;have reaſoned upon the ſame Principles. and Foundations once 
again, ſo far as to commuit a Bill to unite all Proteftants, And now 
I have prepar'd my felt for this Argument 3 Itis not well done,and cannot 
be good for the Church or Kingdom (and if not good to them, it ſhould 
not be thought good by Proteſtants) which that very Parliament that 
made the Act, and many other Parliaments, thought not good for the 
Church and Kingdom. For ſome particular Magiſtrates, upon the Infor- 
mation of ſome ſelf-ſecking Informers, to execute the Laws againſt the 
ſenſe of the Legiſlators, who fhould (and certainly did) beſt know, what 
was for our pood, is to oppoſe a private Opinion to a publick Delibera- 
tion, and a frivate Spirit againft a publick. That I may draw theſe 
Reaſorings to a Concluſion 5 it is not a due Execation of the Laws, 
| EXCEPtL | 
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except it be upon the Perſons, and to the ends intended in the Laws. 
But if you would execute the/ Laws upon the '/proper Objects, you mult® 
execute them upon Seditiow' Seftaries, diſloyal- Perſons, very Hypocrites, that 
do under pretence of Religious' Exerciſes, inſtil Principles of Schiſm and Re-- 
bellion into the Minds of the King's SubjeFs. The Law goes upon ſuch a 
Suppoſition,' and to. prevent ſuch Miſchicfs 3 but it there be no ſuch 
Meetipgs, to ſuch- a: Tendency,- there are. no Perſons that deferve ſuch 
Executions 3: If there be, let them be tried 3 it there be not, of all times, 
is there no time but this, for Proteſtant Magiſtrates to go upon the Infor. 
mation-of Informers, to give Countenance to a Scandal, that Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, axe as pernicious to the Government, as confederated Papiſts 2 
And that Proteſtants (ſhould a& contrary to their Principles, contrary to- - 
their Intereſts, to bring certain Ruine' upon Themſelves, Families, !and- 
Friends, without any the leaſt hope of Reliet, or mending their Condition | 
A Garne indeed ! to ſet Informers to: find a Hare, when they ſhould run. 
down the Fox. | 

If this be not to fin againſt Love to Proteſtants, becauſe of: ſome Omitſl.-- 
ons, or againſt Knowledg,- it is fin againſt Sence, and many Years Ex=+ *t 
perience. If you do really betieve, -and'can prove'by-tulk and honeſt Evi- 
dence, that ſuch Men have. vreached ſuch: Docrines, take them as Tray-: 
tors, and. never-proceed again(i them as Diffenters, for preaching in a: 
manner different trom the Eſturgy.  * | | 0 

Theſe Arguments proceed from conſideration .of.the Laws, and are but: 
my tft Head of- Arguments, 3%. oh 


The ſecond ſort of Arguments is drawn from the Fat, for which. the: 
Difſenters are to ſuffer. [10.7 

The Crime, prim4 facie, is'preaching, in a. manner different from the: 
Church of England, and not according to the Liturgy, to numbers above: 
Four, beſides the Houſhold. This- is the Fact. The Proof-of+-it, is ei=+ 
ther by Confeſſion 'of the Parties, which we'will not ſuppoſe, or-the No- 
toriouſneſs-of the Fact, which needs:ifurther-proot 3- it all depends upon» 
the Oaths of- two Witneſſes, | What do they depoſe ? They ( who per-- 
haps know-not what an Oath is, nor what a Sin Perjury is ) depoſe, that. 
A. B, preached at ſuch a time'orti nes; in ſuch a place or places, to ſuch: 
mumbers, -againſt. the Statute, But what if the Preacher preach'd true 
Doctrine? exhorted to Peace and Holineſs, Obedience, Jullice, Mercy 5« 
and not one word tending to Schiſm or Rebellion? What if the Perſon 
be a loyal Subje&t ?- Theſe things are out. of the Queſtion, out of the 
D-poſition. But if theſe Witneſſes:cannot depoſe, that ſuch a Preacher is: 
a Diſloyal Perſon, his Presching to be to intiil Schiſm or Rebellion, ops 
$48 ra 
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to. move- to Inſurtetion 3 then if the Execution be according to the De- 
-Polition,, it = mr n Perſons: ndt intended. by the Law, and 
tor preaching not forbidden by the'\Law 5 for the Law forbidsnot Preach- 
ing, but to ſuch an end. There is one Catdhing Gircumftance, it was 
above the Legal Number : But yet one would think chat that ſhould nor 
be a Crime, except Rebeltion and Anfurrecion be the fnctention of the 
Pexſon, and the eftect of the Thing. : For. many,for twe hundred to hear a 
.g00d Sermons in a-peaceable manner, jsjn it tet og Crime 3! the Number. 
and the Preaching, muſt be to.an i] Defign, in the-intention of the Law : 
-For it were impious to forbid Preaching in it {elf The Evil of ic muſt be 
.in the cvil-of the Matter, and cvil of the Deſign; and by Conſequence, 
only ſuch Preaching, and ſuch Numbers, are liable te the Penalty, that 
is, of a defiructive or offenfive Defigns anle(s.you puniſh for Preaching, 
which is good, ſeparate from the Defign,as evil. This premifed; my Ar- 
.gument is this 3 
It is not good but evil, to puniſh well doing, as if it were evil dgings 
and to puniſh Preachers and Heaters, that never preached nar heard Re- 
bellion or Scdition, as if they were the higheft Criminals in a Kingdom. 
But to ifſue out Warrants, and\ £xecute them upon: Perſons, when 
nothing is proved againſt theta, but what is goed and not prohibited by 
--the.Law, as evil in it {elf, but as evil to an evil end, viz, Preaching is 
not good, therefore it is not good to puniſh them, &e. 

* To puniſh a Fact, that intheintentian of the Perſons, or nature of the 
Thing, hath no tendency to Miſchief, to be prevented by the Law, is 
.not good but evil z becauſe the Execution is not directed to the-end of 
the Law.and by Conſequence it is no legal Execution, 

But to execute the Law for preaching,and hearing, upon Preachers and 
Hearers, whoſe preaching and hearing hath no evil tendency to Sedition, 
ebellion, Inſurredtion, or Schiſm, is ſuch an Execution. Therefore it 
49 not good, but evil. | | | 
The Minor is proved from the Peaccableneſs of the Nonconfarmiſts, 
Piety-of their Principles, from the many Years Experience and Effes+ 
and ſeditious, or rebellious,or, ſchiſmatical matter,are not the things ſworn 
againſt them, or can be ſworn, but preaching to ſuch Numbers, and 
hearing in fuch Numbers, and in a manner different from the Church of 
England, which may bc, and yet not il, and may not be ſo for all the In- 
formers know. 


Obj. But the Law forbids ſuch Men to preach, as-conform not, {wear 
not, and in ſuch a manner, and to fuch numbers of Perſons ; If the Law 
be good, it is good to execute them, — | 


Anſw: 
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Perſons, to ſuch an end, as was often named, And ſuch Perſons, and ſuch 
Religious Acts, abuſcd to a wicked end and purpoſe, and none elſe. If the 
Perſons are not ſuch, nor the Religious ExerciſesAb abuſed to ſuch wic- 
ked purpoſes, then you mult hold that either the Laws can, or do for- 
bid thoſe Men that are good, to do that which is good, and ſo forbid ab- 
ſolutely that which is good 3 which is to ſcandalize the Law, and thera that 
made it 3 or you mult yield the Execution to be ill, and illegal, except thoſe 
Perſons, and Actions be taken relatively to thoſe unlawful Deſigns, which 


if proved, they are Criminals of another nature 3 and if it cannot be proved, - 


they ought not ſo to ſuffer, as it chey were what they are not. 


My third Argument is taken from the Conſideration of the Perſons, and 
of the Facts. 1. They are Proteſtants, if you believe me not, try them. 
2, They meet for Religious Exerciſes, and holy Ordinances 3 not for Se- 
dition or Rebellion, or to move any Inſurrections ; if the contrary can be 
| proved, Pll grieve and pray, | but never plead for them. But both the 

one and the other is evident 3 that which is ſworn againli them is.neither 
Sedition, &c. but Preaching, as was ſaid beftoxe, Hence I form my Ar- 
gument, ; 

It is not good, but evil, to uſe Diſſenting Proteffants worſe than eves 
Papiſts have been ulſcd, | 

But to execute thoſe Laws upon Diffenting Proteſtants neither for Rebel» 
lion, nor moving Inſurreions, is to uſe them worle than ever Papiſts have 
been uſed. Therctore it is not good to execute-the Laws upon them, 

It is to be more rigorous towards our Brethren, and ſuch as agree in 
one and the ſame King, ſame Laws, ſame Worſhip as to the ſubliance of 
Chriſt's Ordinances, and are willing to unite, than you are towards Men 
that own another Supremacy, King, and Biſhops, are idolatrous in their 
Worſhip, and arc for rooting us out, and not taking us in, witheart 
hazard of the Truth of Chrift, and Hypocriſy, and Eternal Life, 

To puniſh Diſſenters for preaching, and other Exercifes of Religion, be» 
cauſe to ſuch Numbers, and not in ſuch an uniform manner, is to puniſh 
them for Religion. It Religion be the Cloak, and Rebellion or Sedition 
be the Miſchiefs to be concealed and conveyed under it, then Religion 
is but a pretence, and that cannot excuſe them from ſuffering, which 
doth highly aggravate the Sin, But if neither be inferred from their Prin» 
ciples, nor intuſed into their Exerciſes, then there is no danger to the 
Kiog, in his Life, Prerogative, nor Authority. If neither hath been found 
in any of them, it is not juſtly imputable to them 3 and then, it their Preach= 
ing and Prayer be the FaQ, for _—_ they ſuffer, they ſutfer — 

whic 
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which no Papiſt ever ſuffered for alone. For the clearing of this, and' 
proving of it, I will diſtinguiſh Puniſhments, into Capital, and Pecu- 
niary or Real. No Papiſt, whether Prieſt or Lay-man, ever ſuffered Death 
4n England for-Religion, but for Treaſon 3 and their tore-acted Confpira- 
cies and Treaſons, conſtrained Queen Elizabeth and King James, to make 
tht; | Laws for their own preſervation; This is proved by 
Vid. Torturam Torti. King Fames, and all oar Proteſtant Writers againlt 
per. Ep. Ciceſtrienſem., the Papiſts 3 I need not quote particulars : This is 
Bp Andrews, p.145, particularly proved in a pecultar Treatife, penned 
1:46, 147. by the direction of the Lord Treaſurer Burleigh; 
The Execution of Ju- as the-learned Publiſher of the ColleQion of ſeve- 
Rice in England, not ral Treaties, tells us in his Epiſtle, concerning the 
for Religion, but for Reaſons and Occzlions of the-* Penal Laws. And 
Treaſon. what is there proved, is acknowledged by the 
* Reprinted at Lon- Secular Prieſis 1601, in their Tmportant Confide- 
don, 1675. rations. But if our Nonconformiſts ſhould be proſe- 
cuted upon the 35th of Eliz; if they will not con- 

form upon their three months Impriſonment; they muſt abjure the Realm ; 
_ and if they go not away, or return without the King's Leave, it is Felony, 
” and that is Capital. And it it be for Nonconformity, it goes under the 
name of Conſcience, and for Religion, withour any guilt, or proof of 'Sedi- 
tion or Treaſon 3 and ſo they will ſuffer for Religion, and for no other but 
the Proteſtant Religion, what Papiſts never did but for Treaſon. And' the 
Queen paſi over many juftihable occations, of an earlier ſeverity : The Su- 
premacy-of the Pope was a tender point'of Jealouſy, and a trial of the 
Queen's Patience+-but ſhe was not kindlcd*by it; but ſuffered many that 
were'in that 'point” for the Pope, and againſt Her, to enjoy their Eftares, 
and Honourable Liberty, with Men of as great Quality as themſelves, or 
in:their-own Houſes. Dr. Heath, Arch-Bifhop of Tork,; and 'Chancellor 
' to-Queen Mary, enjoyed his: Eſtate , and Liberty in his own Houſe tilt his 
Death. Dr. Poole Biſhop of Canterbury, Dr. Tonftal of Dureſm, Dr. White 
of Wencheſter, Dr. Og/etborp of Carliſle,.'Dr: Thrrlby of Ely, Dy. Watſon of 
Lincoln,” were*-not preſſed with arly Capital Pain, tho they” miain- 
tained the- Pope's Authority againit the Laws of the Realm: and ſome 
2 | Abbots, &c. as you may ſee it in the aforeſiid Col- 
Important Confide- leon, 11i Treat. p. 10; 11. and acknowleged by the 
rations, P. 54 Secular Prieſts —— while her Majeſty and the Stare 
—=w— * deale with' the Catholicks, as you have heard (which 
was full cleveniyears, no one Catholitk being called: in queſtion of his 
© Lite, tor his Conſcience ail- that time.) Conftder how ſome of-our Pro= 
*tcflion proceeded with them, Her-Highneſs had ſcarcely felt-cthe Crown 
War] 
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«warm upon her Head, 'but it was challenged from her by ſome of her 
© Neighbours, -as Mr. Saunders noterh, &c. p. 55, | | 
Let us pals from Capital to Pecuniary Mul&s, and compare them, Of 
all the Laws againſt Popiſh Recuſants, none ſeems more. to puvriſh rhem 
for Religion,than their not coming to Church,and their ſaying.or being pre-= 
ſent at Maſs;'and the Fines impoſed forthoſe Acts of theirs, The Forteiture 
upon him that faith Maſs, is 200 Marks, and a 
Years Impriſonment 3 upon him - that willingly Anno. 234 Eliz.c.r. 
heareth Maſs 1co Marks, and Impriſonment tor 
a Year 3 for-not reparing to Common-Prayer, 201. every Month, and 
torbearing to.come within twelve Months,: ſhall be bound in a Bond of 
20914 to the good Behaviour. But befides the Idolatry of the Maſs, theſe 
Laws do not proceed againſt the Maſs, as an ido- 
latrous Worſhip, * and as it is Religionz but as * Nemini poteſt ofſe 
there is Treaſon againſt the Government in-that obſcurum, Leges que 
Worſhip. For the Maſs is celebrated by 'a Prieſt,  feruntrr, mulitar que 
andia Prieſt reccives his Ordination: from. the / . dicuntur hic. apud nos 
Church of Rome, and is a Subject to the Pope's in Recuſantes, ferti & 
Supremacy,acknowledges his Juriſdiction, and de-. dici non Religionis can- 
nies «the King's in Ecclechialtical Aﬀairs. There ja merz, ſed mixtz; 
never was any Treaſon without. a Prieſt in it, nor "mixte cun mala Mente 
Maſs: with -out-a_Prieft, ſays Bp Calton. ,; The very |, & Fide in Principem 
Form of Submifhon enjoyned to all. them that con-. - nec © nift in Recuſantes 
form to ourLaws,, and come to|/Common: Prayer, Bullatos, Tor. Tor. 
doth evidence this Truth. And to acknowledgiand p. 132, 133. 
© teltify.in my Conſcience;that the Biſhop or See of . 7 a 
© Rome hath not, nor ought to have any Power or * 35th Eliz, c. 2, 
© Authority over Her Majcfiy, oriwithin any of Her '* 
© Majclties Realms and Dominions, &c. | 
But our Nonconformiſts, will willingly renonunce the Papal Juriſdicti- 
-on, and-own the King's Supremacy, and refuſe not the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy, which the Puritans of former - + TH 
times refuſed not,: but took, My. Baxter profefſeth . Vid. Bp Andr. Tot- 


in the name of the Noxconformifty, The Article of tur. Tort.:p: 11 vm 


© Religion for the Power of Kings and Obedience | 379. —- Profitenfar, 
© of Subjes : we need not tran{cribe,but do con= ſubſcribunt,' jurart in- 
© ſent to it, ſo we do to the Canons,which require dies. 
« the Oaths of Allegiance and Stpremiacy,and an» ''z 1 1 ID 
© (werable Obedience to all the Homilies againſt Rebellion; and-fot Obegi- 
© ence.and all that ever we found: to be for this,the publick DoQrine of the 
*Churche Mr.Baxt. 2d Plea for the N. C. p.86. ſer10.  -- tH10 
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Their Worſhip is pure, but in the ſence of Laws defeRtive, as not. be- 
ing with, or according to the Liturgy. And what manner of Proteſtants 
they are, let their publick Confeſſions, their private Writings, and their 
Morning-Exercifes againſt Popery teſtify. Which of all the 1800 or 2co0 
Minilters caſt out Barthol. 1662, was ever found, or ſuſpected to be,in any 
Conſpiracy againſt the King or Government, how ill ſocver they have bin 
uſed ? There arc a reviliog fort of Rake-h<ll Scriblers, that they may tind 
but a Brand, or a Coal to ſmutch any of them with, that tranfgrcſs the 
Ac of Oblivion, which the Royal Party:did need, as well zs the other fide,. 
for all they did without lawful Committions. But fince the days of the 
Flood of Confulttons and Miſcries, which of thera all is guilty * I write . 
this for the honour of cur Common Protcilion, and for the Glory. of God 
therein. And yet, bring them to account upon the Five Mile Act, and 
how. many Forty Pounds ? and upon the Act againſt Counventicles, then 
Twenty pounds for cvery Sermon by the Preacher, and Twenty pounds. 
the Malicr of the Houſe for every Sermon the tirtt time, and Forty ponnds 
the ſecond,and afterwards for every ſuch Offence Forty pounds, &c. How 
-bighly will cwo Sermons a day amount ! and five ſhilkngs a time to every. 
Hearer! &c. And it is enaQted that the Law | be contirued moſt largely 
and beneficially tor the ſuppreſſion of- them... Our Jutices have necd of 


Mercy! and forgencouagement to the unsk-ltul- Juſtice, no advantage 
ſhall be taken for any default in' any Form, or Proceedings. The Law by 
this fecurity. and indempnity hath been very mercitul to many Juftices,: not 
trained -up in the Formalities of the Law 3 by way of recompence, lct them 
be the more mercitu] to the many honeſt Offenders, that worſhip God 
in Chrilt with thcir beſt Judgment, or. upon involuntary Miftakes.. 


My. laſt poſitive Argument: ſhall be this,” and-I appealco any*Man of 
difceroing, whether upon the firti hearing of it, he be not taken with-its if 
NO! OVCICOME. 

It is not goed - ( no Man can ſay it is good ) to exeutethe Laws, witha 
like heavy hand upon all, andevery Offender, without making a difference 
betwen one Man and another, between one Offence and another. - 

_. There may be a conſiderable difference between one Preacher: and /ano- 
ther, one Heater and. another, one place, and-one time and another: .: 
But the Penalty ſwecpsall betore it. . 1 


Obj.. The Law makes them alt alike. therefore the Exzecutioner muſt at 
by che Law, the Ballance is out of, and notin his hand-: 

' Maſe. Truc+ bur how.?-ftill upon ſuppolitiun of the evil'Intention, 
oz.what was the cauſe or. .Realon of the Law, and then I confels, _ 
wie Puniih- 


Puniſhment is but moderate, upon the kaſt and weakeſt Infuſcr of Rebel- 
lion, or mover of Inſurreion,. | 

Juſtice is impartial, but never fo impartial, as not to examine Circum- 
ſtances, which make an alteration, or difference between Things and 
Pcrſons. | Crimes have their Mitigations as well 'as Aggravations 3: and 
Judges will weigh them before they proceed to Sentence, and temper: 
Judgment with Mercy it moves a compaſſionate juſt Judg to pronounce 
a deſerved Sentence, The Juſtices axe to require the Execution of theſe 
Penal Laws, but with no ditiinction, and no mare Mercy, thanthe hun- 
gry Informer, who perhaps hath waſted his ſmall Fortune in a ſinful-way; 
and a&ts upon no better Principle than Covetouſneſs, and Anger againſt 
Religion, which he never loved ſo well, asto practiſe, nor ever learned- 
fo far as the Church-Catechiſm.- | 

Mult a Loyal, Learned, Laborious Preacher, that preacheth the greateſt- 
Fruths of the Goſpe), and preacheth Holineſs and Peace- with the greatet 
Fervour,that never taught any Defection,but from the Prince of Darkneſs, 
and the Law in the Members 3 that perſwades Men to be reconciled to - 
God, -to take Chriſt's Yoke, to learn of him 3 which whoſoever doth; 
delerveth the citeem of the belt of Men? Mui ſuch a Preacher pay fo - 
dearly for ſpending his Days, ' and Strength, and Pais, to do 'good.to 
Souls, to hend an evil World? and no Conſideration: thad-either-to his 
Merits, Soundacls of Jadgment, Holineſs of Lite, Peaceableneſs. of Be-. 
haviours buc. he mutt ſuffer as if he 'was a dangerous Novice, a'Cor-- 
rpter of-Manners,and a Sower of Tares ? No reſpect to his Gray-Hairs,the- 
chargeableneſs- of a diſeaſed Bodyz to the many chargeable Removes he 
hath made,vv the Dependence of a Family, for Subfrtience, &127} No Com- 
miſcration to the poor and needy! Is there: no allowance for a Man to - 
preach,. where multitudes of Souls do perith fgr want of Knowledg? and 
others hunger for the Ward,and have none to guide them, but perhaps one 
that cannot guide himfelt ! What if a man ſpends his Pains ina place where 
there are many Pariſhes, that cenfiſt of many-Hamlcts, and all cannor, , 
that. would, come to Church, eſpecially:in Winter-time'? What if a' good 
Man.preach ira Pariſh, where.are many that cannothhear in one-Place ?* 
What if a Man take Pains im a-place, where to-many Churches there is 
pot maintainance for ohe Minilter, . to live like a liudious anda (cer Man, 
fuch as no Man wall-ac but the young and unexperienced, in hopes 
of a better in time? yet thall there be no. regard had-tro theſe, or many- 
more Circumſtances that make the. Labours of good Men neceſſary and 
profitable ? But it is ' hard when that which deſerverh Thanks and En- 
courazecment, tſha}t be rewardcd with ruine to a Mans Eſiate, to a Mans- 
Health and. Lite, and bz baited by. Repzoaches, as he goes-to.the Ju!lice, 
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or as he is ſent to his Prif6n! ſo was Kh Mr. Joſeph Allen uſed. 
I haveſtaid a great while upon the Poſitive'before I am come to one ſtep 
of the Comparative. | But if I have laid that Phewenk well, my Com- 
parative will riſe apace, and fiand firm. 
For-my clearer Procedure,” I will hy the Comparative between two. 


1. Compare-the Good you aim at by the Execution of the Laws, with 
the Good of forbearance of that Execution. 
--2/ The ſuppoſed Evil of the —_—_ with the rcal Evil of the 
Execution. 
Firſt, The Good you aim at, by the Execution of the Laws, may 1 
think, be reduced to theſe Heads expreſſed in the Adts of Parliaments for 
you cannot aim at any Good by the Execution, but that which'was aimed 
at by the Laws which you execute. 1 will name them particularly; Firſt, for 
the'preventing and avoiding of ' {uch-Inconveniences and Perils, as might 
happen and grow by the wicked and dangerous PraQtiſes of ſeditious'Secta- 
ries and Diſloyal Perſons, by ſetling in Corporations; thereby taking occafi- 
on to diltil the poiſonous Principles of Schiſm and 
Af XVH Ch. H. Rebcllion,; to the danget of the Church and King- 
Nonconformifts reftrai- dom. For providing '{peedy Remedits againſt 
ned from inhabiting growing and dangerous Practiſes of Seditious 
Gorporations, An, Car. SeQtaries,'&*c, contrive Idfurrections - ( as was faid 
H. 22.C. 1. before ) Theſe are the Benehts you aim at, if you 
aim according to the Law. Compare the Hiſto- 
ries of the times with the Laws, and you will find that the Nonconformiſt 
Diving who pleaded for the Diſcipline,” were: not fo branded, ſuch as 
| Mr. Cartwright, and others of his way. Buc (be- 
Vid. Cambden. An- ſides the Papiſts, which that Law ſirikes at alſo ) 
nales Eliz, Anno 1591. before that Law was made, Hacket, Arthington, and 
/ Copinger, had thewed-themſelves 3 and what were 
they bas brainſick, mad, ranting ;\Phanaticks,, and/ Blaſphemers? + And 
after the Law was made, who were taken-and punifhed (as Mr. Cambden 
| obſerves) but Barrow and Perry ? and-what did they 
Annales. An. 1593. ſuffer for,but for Seditious Books ? © Barrow and his 
« Sectaries did ſow monſtrous Opinions, condemned 
Y the Church, did derogate from the Queen's Authority in Eccleſiaſtical 
* Matters. And what dangers the Queen and State 
Thankful Remem- were in, from the Papiſts at'that time, may be ſeen 
brance of God's Mer- bothin Mr.Cambden and the Reverend Bp Carleton, 
cies, Ce 13, Hj1t07/cal both from publick Enemies, & ſecret Confpiracies, 
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Dr. Lopez, (the Sir George Wakeman of thofe days) being then Phyfician to 
the Queen's Family ) was to poiſon the Queen. - Proteſtant Princes ſhould 
_ of Fewiſh and Popiſh Phylicians..: But Lopez ended his days at 

yourn, = . ; FEI IBCGIT > 01 ; }- 2400011 1*.& be 

What Poiſon our Noneconformiſts did infuſe: 3nto Carporations,' or what 

Inſurrecions they moved 3-I do not hear, nor xcead of avy-Infurrection; bur 
in the North, by ſome of the diſcontented Army, when fruſtrated of theix 
Hopes, and of Venner and that deſperate Company. Another Plot I have 
ſome where read of, of Green, and other Phanaticks, blown up and incenſed 
by the Feſwites, to tike away the Kings and burn ny 2pm. 93 
the.City 3 when thoſe deluded -Men were-engaged, The Story touched 
the Jeſuits pave them the flip, and left them the by 'Sir H..C;: br bis - 
Halter, April, 1666, But which of all the Non- Speech, Ocjober 26th; 
conformit Preachers: was "in any of :thoſe. Deſigns? 1680; 
There is-xyUifference between the: time of making _E 
and of exccuting the Laws, ſuppoſe that there was apparent danger (ſup-- 
poſe it, which is more than IT or othersknow) then from Noneonformiſts 5 
yet if now we have the Experience of almoſt twenty Years, of their 
Loyalty and-Peaceablene(s, ' why ſhould the Laws made-againlt them that 
may:be Trangrefſors, be executed upon them that are. not Tranſgrefſors> 
The Law is to prevent a Fact, but the Execution. follows it. , The Law 
may. proceed upon Suppoſition,/ and:-ſuſpeR ſuch a thing may be z 'but the 
Exccution goes upon proof, that ſuch a'thing there. was-:. It ſuchian Eyik 
cannot be proved, why ſhould the Penalties be impoſed ? 

*Now they who are urgent for the Execution, mutt hold .This, that it is 
better for the King, his Kingdoms, and the Church, to puniſh the Noncon» 
formiſts according to Law; than to ſpare them...' How vain and-unreaſona- 
ble a Propoſition and. Judgment/:is this, when. we do-plaialy, ſee the, 
King, and Kingdom, and Church are ſate-from any Confſpiracies, or.ilh 
Defigns, or poiſonous Infufions from any of them ; Certainly. it any: 
City or Corporation be in danger, it is London 3 but, to God's Glory be ic 
acknowledged, none of. their;Prtachers have proved (editious. What a con». 
vincing Proof did London give of their Loyalty and Valour,'in-that furious 
and altoniſhing Inſurre&tion of Verner. in; the City - Were not the Difſenters- 
then in Arms ? and were not their Numbers great? How caly-had it been, 
for'them to attempt,-at leait, any ill Deſign? but as-their Loyalty took 
up Arms ſo thcir. Loyalty laid them down. ' And,.. let ſome ſay. 
what they.can,; are. there any Men-more ſeyere than Diſſenters, in point. 
of Ceremony; againſt -HereticalBlaſphemers, and unruly .Sects.? not only, 
as differing from their - Models and- particulax-Humours,. but as contrary 


to the Fundamental Principles of Religion and Governmeat? -The ſeverity, 
| (0 
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of New. England and other Places, are Proofs beyond denial of this Obſer- 
vation- "There is not a. wiſe Man; but muſt maintain Government, 
and ſubmit to that he lives under, as far as he can without Sin 3 and Di- 
ſiraQtion is an unfit means to a Reformation. Except a Man could cer- 
ainly foretel who ſhall conquer, it is madneſs in any Man or Men, to move 
Ar and by Sedition to get into the Throne, and ſet up himſelf and 
hFown way, When the Nonconformiſts are fallen mad, let them be uſed as 
ſuch ; but while there is any Wiidom in them, or theſe prevailing Princi- 
-ples of Reltgion and Obedience 3 their Enemies may bely them, and labour 
to make the malicious (wallow as groſs things as Tranſubltantiation,things 
againſt their ſenſes 3 bur they will confute them by 

*. Seditio eff publice their Patience. But ſuppoſe them to be overſtored 
Pacis Perturbatio. Cal- and ſet with the Seeds of Rebcllion and Sedition 3 
vin. Lexcion Furidi- what is Scdition, but the * diſturbance of the publick, 
cum, Peace, as it is defined by the Lawyers. Now either 

they can command and reſtrain thoſe ill Inclinati- 
' ons3 ifſo, they are wiſe and quiet 3 or they cannot; then they are raſh and 
ftomachful. 1s it not therefore better to let them be quiet while they are fo, 
than provoke them by Muldts and Ruine to make Infurrections? eſpecially 
at ſuch a time when we have Enemies in our very Bowels, that can'take 
the advantage of a Diverſion, The State can get nothing, by the beſt 
£effe& of troubling of them,buc Peace, and that is had without troubling of 
them : It is better to forbear a needleſs Trouble, than to make it. 

But ſecondly, It may be thought better for the Church, to execute the 
Laws upon them than forbcar them, and therefore it will be better for the 
State. 

-- Fox the proof of this, there is one end propoſed by the Law, in refe- 

Tence to the Church, To prevent, or cure the miſchief of Schiſm. It is 
but vain to talk of preventing Schiſm 3 the Seed of that was ſcattered 
before, and took Root 3 the thing now to be defired, is the Cure of the 
DiftraQion, or Schiſm; The Method of curing, is by an effeCtual Appli- 
cation of Law and Power 3 of which Application, there are but two things 
to be looked for-3 | 

1. A gaining of the Difſenters to the Church, and that is Union. A 
happy Effet! if it can be produced. ; 

2. The ſecond Benefit will be, a Reduction of them to their ſlinted 
Kumbers of Four befides the Houſhold 3 you can never ſuppreſs them by 
this Execution, for the Law hath provided againſt a total Supprefſion 
of them, by a tacit allowance of different Worſhip to ſuch a Number, 

I paſs over one Advantage, which may be aimed at .It will drive ſome 
out of Corporations, and further from their former Pariſhes, or places of 
| Refidence, 
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Reſidence, for this is-but inconſiderable. For firſt, many have takenthe 
Oath, and explained their ſenſe, they may Gay 3 and for then.who have 
not, they may exchange with others 3 and you arc but, where you were, 
except the putting of them to a new, and greater Charge z which is not 
merciful, except you propoſe a publick Gaod :, Befides, Corporations cag 
chooſe Parliament-Men without their Influence or Dixeion, if, thatibe 
of any Conſideration. | > 

To the firſt of theſe two, T obſerve your Propoſition is this, 1t-is better to 
gain, and unite the Nonconformiſt Diſſenters to the Church, than to permit thens 
20 mect as they do. That's granted you in the general, but come to the way 
and means, and aſſume this : But'the ſevere Exccution of the, Laws upon 
them; will bring them in,and unite them 3 therefore, difium fatum ! But do 
you think fo in earneſt? You may as well fay, that Informers were or- 
dained to convert Souls, to reclaim ſiraying Schiſmaticks, and that there 
is more Power in Law and Juſtice, than in Law and Grace. 
. © "But firſt, 'How many Anabaptifts and Quakers have been converted by 
Excommunications, Impriſonments, and Fincs ? bs 

2. You may reſtrain many from going to Conventicles,that*s certain, but 
what's the Church the better for that * They go not: to Conventicles, 
but may they not ſtay at home, wander abroad, and do as thouſands of 
our miſerable Perſons do, that come to the Font by Baptiſm, but not 
near the Pulpit and the Communion-Table! But ſuppoſe theſe Con= 
venticlers will be better than thouſands, and come to Church - then either 
they are convinced,and change their Judgments, or retain their Judgments, 
and flill hold Schiſmatica] Opinions. How can you expe. to.change 
their Judgments, or gain their AﬀeGtions, by puniſhing or threatning ? 
The greateſt Good you can propoſe to them, is to. bring them to Parilh- 
Preachers. But what if either want of Preaching, or want of good 
profitable intelligible Preaching, was the cauſe of their going to them 
they liked better, and got ſpixitual Good by ? Indeed if you could engage 
to them, that if they forſake their Preachers, you will provide holy; 
profitable, and painful Preachers in all places, ,which you can never do, 
then you might gain themz but it they come to our Churches 
againſt their Judgments, then you convert the Schiſmatick into a Hypos» 
crite,or Atheiſt,and to ſerve God, becauſe it is the Religion of the Country. 
And what will the Church be the better for ſuch ? Alas! we have more 
of ſuch already, than we know what to do with, |, = ws 
* 3. Is it probable you will ever gain ſuch to an Uniformity, that have 
been many Years ſcttled in their DifſatisfaQions ? and from. the firli day. 
of their Eje&ion. reckoned what it would coſt them ?, and: fince theſe 
Additional Acts have been made, are as rcloJute as ever 3; and that are ſo 

| —_— RT OE _ convinced 
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convinced it is their Duty to 'preach, and hear, and worſhip God in the 
way they-*have choſen, 'that they look for a Reward in Heaven ! Is it_ 
likely that they who think their preſent Sufferings will be rewarded in 
future Glory, will for their temporal lofſes of Goods, &e. be converted by 
a- Warrant of a Juſtice ? It can never be rationally expected 3 you may 
ruine them, bur'it is next impoſlible to bring them over to the Chugch, 
as long as the matters of Offence remain unremoved, or unabated, | 

4. Was ever a Nonconformiſt before the Year '1670, or 71, brought to 
Conformity by that Severity ? You may rather think they will do, as then 
they did, be more retired, but as much refolved. And that which is, as 
you account better, ſeems to me either unattainable, or.undeſirable, If 
they may not have Liberty to meet in publick, they will take that courſe 
which is left them 3 and that is to meet, not exceeding four, beſides the 
the Family : And then your Propofition will be this, lt is better to force 
the Diſſenters by fevere Penaltics to their private Houſes, and their 
Linted Numbers, than permit them to meet as they do, contrary to Law, 

Well then, you fay it is better to confine them: to their Houſes, and to 
the Number four over and above, than to permit them as 'they do. But 
for what Reaſons * obſerve we are upon this Head, as it is better for the 
Church. And that to cure or prevent further Schiſm, I can imagine but 
theſc-Reafons for it : 


©- x, Begauſe. their Nonconformity wilt not” carry ſuch a dire@ and open. 
Oppoſition to the eftabliſhed — | -. 

- -2; Becayfe they cannot corrupt ſuch Numbers. x 
3+. This will break. and weaken them. _ | 

4+ Becaufe, when it will be fo difficult for them to:mcet,. they may ras 
ther, being tired, come to our Pariſh-Churches: - poor an 


But will you conchude your Argument upon any, or upon. all” theſe 
Reaſons * which is, That it wilt cure the Schiſm, and prevent inſtilling, 
Schifmatica? Principles. Let us come up to the firſt, 2 Þo 

Firft, I (ay, that you cannot prove the publick preaching of the Noneon- 
formiſts to be an Oppoſition. to the Church, any more than the French; 
Dwi#ch; 'and*' Lutheran Churches, 'ard Preaching. To preach the fame 
Doctrine (as to the general matter ) to the fame holy Defign, Inſtruction, 
Conyerfion, Edification, and Salvation, to pray and praiſe God þy the 
Spirit in the name of Chrift, is- not a way oppolite to the Church of Eng-- 
tand; or contrary to it, but only privative it is,, as to the Omiſſion of 1M 
Form or 'Liturgy. ''The' Aprecnicnt and Conſent, and Cooperation, is 
greater than'the Difference or Diſſiguilitude.' If they. preached” nw rel 
ak rine. 
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Dodrine to a contrary End, it were an open Oppoſition 3 and yet Tet us 
remember, The Fews the Enemies of Jeſus Chriſt have their publictk 
Synagogue more intolerable, we thay think, than the publick preaching of 
Orthodox Chriftians; © * 1! | [ 1452400 M3 | PRIN 

' 2, But becauſe they preſume upon the Favour of our Govetnours, if it 'be 
offenſive ſuppoſe'they*ll forbear 3 doth the ſuppoſed Schiſmceale, by their 
Secrecy ? not at all : But here ſeems to be a greater Schiſm,'or Separati - 
on (ſuch as it is )' than the' publick- 1. Becauſe here's Private in Op- 
poſition fo Publick. - The'Church worſhips God openly in Churches, they 
privately in-a Room. - 2./Becauſe if this meeting in private be ſchiftnatical, 
it-is the more legal, and the' more legal, the more ſafe and ſecure. ' 3, The 
Sciſmaticks, ( I'll call them fo for faſhion ſake g are multiplied by this 
means. Break up the publick-into twenty or: fourty private ones, and 
then for one in publick, there will be twenty or fourty Schiſiriatical Meet- 
ings. It is truc;; they are- till obnoxious to other Laws 3 but they are 
diſcharged from the Severity 'of this, and thus you' count the Multi- 
plication of Schifmatical Separate Mectings, a Gain to the Church : take 
it! (ce what you gets your Will, and what more ?' uy 

\ ; FL 


oo So__ —_—— _ they _— corrupt fuch Numbers. 
But, 1. 1 ſay Orthodox Preaching and Praying, is not corrapting ; f 
have ſhewed tn to be able and found Men. i; | G 
2, Multitudes will grow more corrupt, for | | 
want of their ſound and frequent Preaching. Vid, Page 60 of the 
3. If they be heretical and erroneous, they Plea, firft Part. 
will do more Miſchief by this keeping within the 
compals of the Law, than by preſuming beyond the Law. 
4. But corrupt or not, -is not the point, the Schiſm is not healed by it, 
therefoxe ic is not better tofeſtrain, &c. 


Thirdly; you ſay, This will break and weaken ther. | It may do {6 
indeed. But except the Church gets them into Conformity, which it is 
not like to do ( as was faid before.) how'is the Schiſen cured ?- but indeed. 
ſound Chriſtianity will be in danger of loſing, and out Church paſt hope 
of getting. | 


To your fourth Reaſon 1 anſwer. 
r. True, it will be difficult, and inconvenient' for them to meet z 


they wiltcixeand: kill chew Preachers 5 but what gets our Church by that ? 
Is the | 


#1 repaired ? 
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36 The Eonfoxnitf's 'Second? Plea 
+; 4.1 They will (PN fay-2s you would: have it ) come to Church, but. 
Whither,and to whom? tofew fomefamous Preachers, for they;will hear but 

the beſt, till there beno.room? and what then? Thoſe famous Preachers (hall 
| beat the Reproach of being popular, and Fautors of the-FaRtion, and' jn- 
clining to. the, Party, and will- be ind better than the;Nonconformiſts.z and 
how, will the Wound be healed when Emulation and'Envy. encreaſeth,and 
the Diſſenter will be a Temporizer, and a-Church-Schiſmatick, and the Con- 
formiſt that tolls him in. /Now you having ſhewed (for now I fancy my ſelf 
diſputing ) the Good, of. Execution,: and. have not gained. the point 3;igive 
me leave to: ſhew you. the Good of Forbearance/of the Execution 5 and: 
hoc 45 things now. .are, they, are better than they: can be, if Riger be 
_ uſed. | | | | 
It is an unſpeakable Mercy, that things axe-no worſe; that things are: 
fo well as they are between Proteſtants this day..in England.. | I do not re- 
member, when it was.ever better, eſpecially conſidering the means that 
have been uſed to break us yet there is nothing in this more to bedelired, 
than either a Chriſtian Forbearance, ora Compoſition with our Diſſenting, 
Brethren in Chriſfi, next-to Heavenly Communion with Chiilt. But bet=. 
ter, things ſhould remain as they are, than be made worſe, by drawing 
the Sword, tho in the quarrel of the Church. I db not now meddle with 
ghe Controveslies between the Church and Diſſenters,' toJuliity the Sepa- 
ration 3 altho in my own Judgment, I call it a different way of Worſhip, 
of Profeſſors of the ſame Faith, and pot -a-'Schiſm or a ſchiſmatical finful 
Separation.. ' The; Church of Feruſolem, might better call the Gentile 
Churches Schifmaticks, than we can call them : and the Romanifts may 
with more Reaſon call us Schitmaticks, than we: call one. another 3 for 
we broke off from: that Church,cltablithed by the Laws then;infFeing,and in. 
long; Poſſcſhon 3 we ſeparated from them: principally. foxItmpoſed new 
corrupt DoGtrines, and Conditions ob Communion, and;ultify our Sepas 
ration, and will not ſuffer to be called Schiſmaticks 5 They have a Creed 
2nd.a Worſhip, which was never in the ' Word of God3:our Brethren 
agree in the ſame avowed publick Creeds and DoQtines,and-all-the parts of 
Goſpel-Worſhip.. And it is more brotherly-to denominate:them from their 
Agreement with us, than from their Diſſent and;/Difagreement from us.. 
—— But I myſt not digreſs, and this I humbly ſubmit, © 
The thing nov to be done, is to make the beſt of our: Differences, and 
what's bei to be done as the Caſe ftands. -It 1s bettes; as more conducing 
$0..the ends of the Laws - by -which. you. proceed to-ſupprets: them : 
"Thercfore it. is better, The ends of the'Laws have beer declared:abave,; 
as reſpecting the State and the Church, E banc 3k ctflkcd? 
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| **" for” the Monconfonnitts,  - 
." 77. With: reſpe& to the State., When they preach in publick, they are ' 
known tobe the ſame Men, that upon Principles of Loyalty, and Conſci-- 
ence. prepared the People, or concurred with the Loyal Nobles, and Gen- 
tlemen and 'Commonalty of England, to bring back the King. - They are 
known to the Land, which once accounted them a Blefling to it, their 
Judgments and Pratifes are known, and while thefe are in the thead of 
the younger Diſſenters, they are as- Directions and Examples to them, to 
keep them trom dangerous Excurſions. When His Majelty was moved tor 
grant an: Indulgence, the indulged were-to give-thew Names, and their: 
Places, which they did, and this was oautiouſly 'done; for the fafety of 
the Kingdom, there being leſs danger from a Perſon known, than one 
unknown, and a great Obligation upon a” known Perſon -to keep withtn = 
tolerable Bounds. Our greateſt Dangers have been- from - Perſons: 
of many Names, many- changes of -Wiggs and Habits, and moving 
up and down the Land in ſecret, and Diſguiſes. F | 
2. It is better for the State. 'For when - learned and good Men have' 
their publick Liberty, they will by found Doctrine, teach; perſwade, ex-' 
hort, reprovg, infiruct them in their Duties to God, to-the King,  &c.- 
Charge them to-be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, and to obey Ma- 
giltrates. , And while they preach ſound Doctrine, one end of the Magi- 
frate's Care to the State is obtained. | £2 
-: 3+ They cannot poſlibly ſow Sedition, or move InſurreQions in publick 
Aſſemblies, if they were fo: wickedly diſpoſed. The ſafety of King and 
Kingdom, and the Confidence 'of the King and Kingdem may reli un- 
doubted, as'to any ill Deſigns of thoſe Preachers, while they preach'irr' 
publick.... And I do humbly offer it to the Confideration of alt Loyal; 
Proteftamf&.Magitltrates, to forbear to drive them-into-private Houſes by 


-: $, They have many: Friends and: Relations im the Church of England; 
which mult ſuffer many ways, in their Poverty and undoing) It will be # 
Tendernefs and Kindneſsto them, to have them ſparel, and notbeggartdy/ 
ox forced :to-leave the Kingdom. 20. 454,00 ND GU 
Laſtly, It is certain, that it conduceth more to- the publick Peav@ 8 
for when Diſſenters are connived at, and gratiticd, they are fo fas _ 
- Ghv4 an 
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2nd owned 3 'and even when their private DifſſatisfaQions remain, their 
Liberty being ſo far indulged, they have no cauſe. to complain of the 
Magiſtrate 3 and while they are not diſturbed by him, committing nothing 
. that is provoking, they even from Intereſt and love of Quietnefs, if their 
Cooſcience of Duty lay dormant in them, will not diſturb hit that per- 
-mits them. The publick Peace is belt ſecured, when' Men of private 
Opinions keep them private, and have no diſturbance given ta their Peace. 
1 do not ſpeak this, as if I feared: their Turbulency, but granting for 
Argument fake, that they have Touchwood' in them, keep Fire from in- 
ccnfing it,, and it willdo-noharme, - TY 


Secondly, ' Forbearnce will; be. better for the Church, and prevent a 
greater Schiſm, againſt which the Laws ſeem to fortify it. | 
1. By their publick preaching, or as they can. We have a great conſi- 
derable number of able Men, that influence the People, that are agreed 
with'us, againſt the Force and Subtilty of Rowe: therefore the more we 
have againlt thera, the ſixonger we. axe. Indulge the Diſſenters, and you 
ſecure them, but if not, they'll be afraid of you, and you afraid of them, 
and by your mutual Fears and Jealouſics, the Popifts get what they get, 
and not by meer Nonconformity. 
2. By this publick way they walk with you, accordiog to the fame 
Tow as far as they have attained, -and that. this is near enough for For- 
axance. | | 
- 3» The Scandal that is given ta forrcign reformed Churches is abated, 
anda great Example given to them. that have long contended, under the 
. name of Lauher and Calvin, andothers, of Calmnels and Forbearance. 
+ The Schiſma will come hereby to.a greater Cloſure than otherwiſe it 
wills, fox-when the Church is ſatisfied, by their profitable Preaching, and 
peactable Deportment, they cannot but conceive better of them, andde- 
Gre a Peace and Union, and abate fame things which they fiand upon 3 and 
when they do taſte the Sweerneſs of the Biſhops Temper, they will love 
and hogour them; and the Differences that. remain, will-appear to be on- 
ly-fuch; as may be/between good Men and: Brethrens- 1 1 
- $6 By this. publick Preaching, Multitudes.of poor Souk' that know not 
whither clſe to go, and Multitudes that will go no where elſe, are kept: 
_ in« the-way. of Salvation, and Profefion of the Goſpel ;::Aud:this is that, 
which ſerve Divines.of the Church of Ergland are fo ſenfible of,” that 
treat-the Nonconformiſts as Friends and Fellow-Labouzers3 I: could 
. if need were inſtance in ſome Gieat Mcn,and. great Places whete this is 
Tug: 2 | $31: 
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The.ſecond Branch of the Compariſon now cothes to be handled, and 
then the Argument runs thus : It is better that Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould 
be ſpared, or freed from the-Penalties of the Laws, than be profecu- 
ted; for the Evils of Execution, will be. greater than the Evils of For- 
bearance. ME. | 

I am to remembes my, own Queſtion, and therefore I am not concer-- 
ned in the Queſtion about Separation, either the Sinfulneſs or Excuſable- 
neſs of it, which hath been lately largely debated, but-what .is beſt to be 
done at this time,and in this poſture of Afﬀairs. 

The Unhappineſs and Eyvils of our divided State, have been conſidered: 

| by Divines and States-men, The: Divines have opened them in the Pul- 
pit and in Print, and have driven different ways, to the ſame end, the 
Union and the Preſervation of the Church z ſome repreſenting the Miſ- 
chief, have taken the more moderate way of Perſwaſton, abborring Pere 
fecution, and have ſo managed their Diſcourſe, as ', 
to take off the People from their Teachers, and to Dr. Stillingfl, Miſ- 
bring them to the Church, becauſe there is nothing chief of Separation, _.. 
required of them, but what many of their Teachers. © agent; 
allow to be lawful. This way did tend towards Union .of the People. 
Others have urged an Execution of the Laws upon the Brethren, withal 
perſwading them to believe, that they ſuffer as ans 
Evil-dgers3- and this is to bring home ſiray'd Sheep Dr. Aſton's Tolce- 
through Briars and Thorns, | ration diſapproved, E 

Qur great States-men have taken different Mea- te Ha 
fures alſo. Some have moved for a ſevere Execution, and to force them to 
an intire Obedience, ſaying it was more reaſonable they ſhould fubmir to" 
the. Church, than the Church to them, - Others. IE 2 
being ſenſible of the Miſchiefs, have fiated the Caſe, Decemb, 21, 1680, 
more exaQtly, and argued for an Union, and this Ny EY 
prevailed in the Debate.. No Man of Sence or Piety can be .inſenfible.of: 
the Sickneſs of the Family but whether it be better to kill ſome. 

gut-right, or to ſtarye them, or to ſuffer. them to live, rnay be ealily de-- 


termined... . In a caſe of Diſcord and Contention between Brothers, whes-- 


ther it be beſt to accommodate, or' to determine ſome ſhall have - what, 
they would; and others ſhall have nothing left, comes acar. the. Caſe ir" 
hand. _. wy eee 

The Dangers of a Forbearance, are the ſame that were foretod would: 
be the Conſequences of an Indulgence, which was op {ed by the Parlian; 
nene-in,the Year x662., That Houſe of Commons did argue againdt an. 
laplaepes, 3nd jor keeping up, ths A& of Unilormicy, Hy, way: of Pre-: 
phccy,and foreefight of Confequences3 and their hu Ie Atvices PE 
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' to the King, contain the ſirongeſt Reaſons againſt an Indulgence,. that 
have been found out, and contain the great Inconvenicnces and Evils of a 
_ Forbearance, I will give you'the Subſtance of them, 
Febrmary 15, 1662. 1. An Indulgence will eſtabliſh Schiſmiby a Laww, 
make the Government of the Church precarious, 
and the Cenſures of it, of no moment. - 2- It will not become'the Gra- 
vity or Wiſdom of a Parliament, to paſs a Law (of Uniformity ) at one 
Seilion, and paſs another to weaken it the next. 3. It will expoſe your 
Majeſty to the reſtlels importunity of every Sect, and every ſingle Diſſenter. 
4. It will cauſe the Increaſe of Searies, whoſe Numbers will weaken 
the Proteſtant Religion; their Numbers being troubleſume to the Govern= 
ment, will, as their Numbers incrcaſe, be more troubleſome, and trom an 
Indulgence arrive at a Tolcration,at length contend for an Eftabliſhment, 
and end in Popery. 5. It will take away all *means of convidting Recu- 
fants. 6. It is more like to occaſion greater Diſturbances, than Peace in 
the Kingdom, | | | | 
© But as: Events prove Prophecies to be” true or falſe, ſo Events have 
proved theſe Arguments tobe weak or ſtrong. That very Parliament, the 
true Proteſtant Part of it, that did faithfully ſerve their King and Coun- 
try, with the Additions made to them by a latter ' Ele&tion to hill up va» 
cant Places, ſaw where we were, and were ſenſible of the Necelhity of uni- 
ting Proteſtants by Ac of Parliament,and many of the Epiſcopal Divines, 
5nd ſome Bilhops were for it. A clear Diſcovery, * that the Miſchiefs of 
our Diviſions are of that ſort, that it were better an Abatement were made 
of ſome things, made neceſſary to Uniformity, without which the Diſſen- 
#efs will not unite, than ſuffer them to hang over our Heads, and come 
upon us. = 
Ec lainly ſee that many of the Reaſons of the Commons ( 1662) 
are of no Force, I will obſerve what is of preſent uſe to our times, which 
is the firſt, And 
For the other, It became their Wiſdom and their Religion to paſs a Bill, 
taking from the At of Unitormity. His Majeſty hath not been moleſted 
with the Importunities of the Diſſenters, who have not ſo much as opened 
their Grievances, or Petitioned the King or Parliament in theſe many 
Years. : | 
* There is no new Sed appearing, nor increaſe 'of any by the Noncon- 
formiſts, to weaken the Protetiant Religion, who have uſed Endeayours to 
increaſe and maintain it 3 it is in no danger from them, they arendt trou- 
bleſome to the Government, axe not for a Toleration of intolerable Sects 
and Seterics, contend not for an Eſtabliſhment, which they would re- 
joyce in 3 but as becomes learned Men and rationa), and with as*preat 
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.a Temper, at leaſt as theirs that write againſt them. The Peace of tht 
Kingdom - is not diſturbed by them, and if Popery come | 1n, it-is 


again(t their Wills, Prayers and Pains to expoſe and and baffle-it-- 


It is their Trouble,and a conſiderable part of their Ailliction, that they are 
thought trovbleſome to the Government, which may by an ordinary Ex- 
erciſe of Patience and Love overcome the Trouble in their own Breaſt, 
which is the ſeat of the Trouble. And for the only remaining Evil, which 
is the Evil of Schiſm, it is clear that their Mectings are not eftabliſhed 
by Law, and a Connivance gives no Eſtabliſhment co it 3 but if they be 
driven from publick, into private Families, and keep within their Num= 
ber, the Schiſm remains, as great and greatcr than otherwiſe { as I ſaid 
before ) out of the reach,and under proteion from the Law. W hat the 
Evils of a Forbearance arc, we (ce, but what the Evils of an Execution of 
the Laws may prove. we cannot ſee; but morally and rationally ſpeaking, 
they will be greater than now we ſuffer. 

I mult premiſe this, That if joifffloceed with rigor, you dounſpeaka- 
ble Hurt3 if not, you cannot do the Good you pretend : There mult be 
a Concurrence of all Magiſtrates, in all places, to take the ſame Courle 3 
and as you mult concur, fo you mult be ſure that the King will ſhut up his 
Royal Bowels and Clemency, or ſome particular Men will but became 
hateful to their Countriesz and His Majeſties Mercy will condemn their 
Severity, This was ſo well underſtood by an Honourable Member cf 
Parliament, that he moved for ways to-compel the Diſſenters to' an intire 
Obedience, and ſubmit to the Church, by ſevere Penalties. 

This will be the ready way to wndo all, if any thing do it which as to 
His Majeſties Perſon and Government, I do contidently hope, and ratio- 
nally believe, is but a great word of Fancy,an Ora- | 
torical Scarecrow. The miſchiefs of our Separati- Miſchief of Separa- 
on are Jaid open to this purpoſe. 1. Great Ha- tion. p. 13. & p, 22, 
zards of unſctling all. 2.. Alienation of Hearts. 23, 52. 

3. Advantage of our common Enemies ( the Pa-_ 

pits. ) T borrow the Heads of Miſchiefs, and argue, If the Miſchiefs of Se- 
paration, while there is a ceſſation of Proſecutions, be ſo great, much more 
when Proſecution cannot heal the Separation, but encreaſe the Cauſes. 

1. It will, beyond all recovery, zndo ali Men, that have been ſo many 
Years the more bold to aſſemble, becauſe of the Lenity of His Majelty, 
and the Propenlity of our many Parliaments, from 1673, to accommodate 
the Difference 3 and the inferiour Magiſtsates have found no evil Deligns 
among them, to give diſturbance to the Government, and mauy of the 
Judges in their Charges, have turned the point-of the Sword upon our 
ſecret Enemies, that would openly do more againſt us all, than is yet » be 
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done againſt our Brethren 3 and it other Jodges have turned the Edge of 
the Law againſt Proteſtants,” our Magitirates have not been forward to 
take the Hilt and lay on; how many thouſands by their Prefumption up- 
on Lenity,have been more open than they would haven been ? Bur ſupp«ſe 
they ſpare the Sheep, and take away the Shepherds, rhe Deſtruction will 
be great 3 411, the moſt of them have, will” nor ſatisfy this Debt to the 
Law. Is it not enough fox them to be diſpofſeifed of their Preferments, 
to be driven from place to place, but once more they muſt be undone, 
without regard to Age, Sicknets, Inftirmities, Families, Debts, Poverty ? 
If they have many Friends, their , Friends mult ſuffer 1n their Sufferings, it 
they have none, or tew, they are the more undone; their Sufferings will 
not terminate upon them. Who ſhall ſer them up again? bring up their 
Children? feed and cloath them ? their Kuine will be an intolerable Op- 
preffion upon many parts of the Kingdom. 

2, Will not this unſettle the Aﬀe@ions, wherein the firength of Go- 
vernment doth conſiſt ( together with, Religion and Conſcience ) of thau- 
ſands more, than can be ſpared, if other Dangers arife ?* And if Keligion 
and Conſcience oblige them to love their Perſecutors and pray for them, 
they will never dare to truſt them, A mutual Truſt and Confidence is.a 
great Strength in time of common danger3 when we are diſtracted in 
Aﬀedions, we ſhall be difir:ed in Reaſon, and Counſel, and when we 
are (o, then's the time for a Popifh Army to unſertle- all, 

Ft is well known that the Diſſenters are a great, and an ative Part of 
the Kingdom, andif they ſuffer by Proteſtants, they will be afraid to unite 
with them ; and therefore to perſecute them is as ill a, Service, as tocut off 
a great and potent Part of Religious and Indufirious Men from our main 
Strength, when we moſt ſtand in need of increating Friendſhip, Conti- 
dence and Strength. The unſettling of Aﬀection, moving of Paſſion, 
which Religion cannot fubdue in all, is an cffeQtual way to unſettle all, 

3- The Proſecution of Diſſenting Proteſtants, tends-to no other end, 
but to diſunite Aﬀections 3 it is to uſe Force without Reaſon, or Perſwafi- 
on. The Reaſon of the Difſenting Brethren is as far from Satisfa@ion, 
as to our Conformity, as ever 3 and their Satisfactions in their. Difſent, dv 
daily increaſe : to ufe Force without Reafons, is riot reaſonable 3 and that 
Force which is uſed to ſuppreſs and cut off, nuuit needs be to d:ſ{unite rhe 
Hearts of Men... To ſuppreſs them, ſignifies plainly, they have no. value 
for them, that they hate them, as unworthy to. dwell in-any place but a_. 
Goal, or to ly upon any Ped but Straw» They are heſt exiled from their 
good Thoughts and Opinions 3 next from their Aﬀectionsz next they 
are judged inſufferable 3 and they that would drive them out of all, would 
rroceed to. Baniſhment, and. then he that is-not thought worthy to live 
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at all3 and is this the way to win their Aﬀe@ions! and if they ſhould 
force any to abjure his native Country, they force him againſi Nature, and 
thatis to root out AﬀeCtion. 

Now ſuppoſe the Diſſenters are not wholly yours, yet if you cared for 
them at all, you would nouriſh ſome Iaclinations in them, and not thrult 
them from you, but drive in thoſe Inclinations to Peace with you, 

4. Ic is plainly the making of a Breach among Proteſtants, The more 
weak and patſionate will be far more/out with the Bithops, than they were 
before. 1. Becaule, they at the firſt refuſed to condeſcend, and procured 
that At of Uniformity, by which they muſt needs know a valt Breach 
would follow. 2+ Becauſe they can look upon the Suffering of Proteſtants 
without Compaſhon, ſo much as not to make Intercefſion tor them. The 
Brethren, and all that ſuffer in them, will be tempted to hate the Biſhops, 
and ſay, this doth proceed from them, or ſome of them. And this is ano- 
ther way to unſettle all. Beſides, it tends to divide the Hearts of the ig- 
norant, and raſh, cenſorious'Multitude from their Fellow-C hrittians, as if 
they were worſe than Papiſts, as Enemies to the King and Government, as 
Ditturbers of Order by their Preaching and Preciſenefs. It will alienate abun- 
dance of People, that either aQtually fuffer,or have any Compaſſion to them 


that ſuffer, from abundance of Conforming Miniſters, who help on the . 


work of pulling down of Conventicles. And this is another means that 
will co-operate to our unſettlement of all. 

5. This is the way to unſettle all, by undoing what hath been done to- 
wards an Accommodztion or an Union, both by late Honoured,and ever to 
be Honoured Parliaments,from the Year 1673,to the laſt at Weſtminſter; and 
all the Endeavous of our Reverend Fathers, Protettant Divines,and Gentle- 
men, towards a defirable Union. As a Treaty of Peace tends to a Ser- 
tlement, fo the breaking of a Treaty tends to an unſertlement 3 this zea- 
lous Proſecution, is like a vowing there hall be no Peace 3 for it plainly 
breaks off the Treaty. 

6. This tends to'unſettle all, as it is an'open, Wfolent ruſhing againſt the 
| Reaſon of our late Proteſtant Parliaments. As their Reaſons and Debates, 
did determine in a Reſolve for Settlement 3 fo theſe out of Enmity againf 
them,and their Proceedings,labour to-unſettle all,before they can have time 
© rneet,to offer any thing towards a happy Settlement 3 to divide the King 
from his Parliament, to undo what many Parliaments have reſolved to do, 
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44 The Confozniſt's Second-Jlea 

7+. Except they deal worle by. our. Proteſtant Nonconformiſts,. than they- 
would deal with Papiſts, they can but drive them to their private 
Hou'es and Corners and keep. them to them ( and- another Arpurnent 
from this Head doth offer it telf ) will be a greater Evil, than wha. the 
Church or Statc can ever ſuffer from open Mcetings. . And that. as. opera- 
ting more ways than one. 

1. Becauſe our Hearts. will be more divided,: Mens Pathons incenſ{cd, 
Mens -Reaſons ſharpned, and all ways of Reconciliation {topped 3 the 
conquering, Church-men will not. offer , Treaties, the® broxen and vp» 
picfied C hurch will not be heard y all their Arguments-and Books will 
operate no more, than the. Tears of the afflicted fotten.the Hearts of tacm 
that aftlict them, 

2. The, Sc.bifm then will-ſo far. be protected, that. this Law again{ 
Conventicles canyot touch them. and I ,do humbly conceive, that» this 

Act apainit Conventicles was never mtcnaded tor 

I mean the Oxford . the Good. or Grawth of the Church of E»g/and, . or 

AM, and the other, the Proteliant Cauſe. 1, Becauſe.they. that moved 
| in it, were moved by a Spirit of Popery, is notori- 

ouſly known, who were Sir Tho, Cl. and the xelt abovenamed. 2. It was 
as cynning a ſubterrancous Conveyance for Popery, as could be thought-ot, 
to. be. made by a Law. It ſeeming .to be to ſerve the Church, was help'd 
torward by the Zealots for the Church; but what was more contrary tothe 
Church, than a ſecret Schiſm priviledged by the. Law, that forbad. an open 
one? 5. It was molt likely to be perperuated, the cloſer it was:keapt and 
free from, Puniſhment. 4. They who were then Papifts.in,a Diſzuile, and 
when they thought it.time, threw off the Diſguiſe, -cauld ſo manage the 
Buſineſs, as Þrocure a Toleration of Papiſts., but: i; ſhall, go under the narne 
of Favour to Prozeſtant, Diſſenters. . For the. Merits of the Papiſts pleaded 
far them,a ſhare. of the Faveur, granted, to , Nonconformiſts, that deſcrved 
ſo'yl-. An opprefive Ad, made way for ap caling Toleration, which 
the Parliament well perccived the Year following,- and then crofled the 
Contrivances tor Popery, and ſaw-that Popery had got by the Toleration and 
their own Ac,and moved;tora Revocation of both,. 5, The Protyſtant Diſe 
ſenters, without.any difterencgot their; Principles were by. this Law rendred 
fuſpitious,and thereby odious, as conveying; . poiſonous, Preparations to. Rer 
bellion in,their Preaching 3 -the Jarking Jeluits, and comeplotting -Papiſts, 
might carry.on $beir tiriogand-myrdering Crajets and when any Milchicf 
broke out, the ſulgeGted" Profetent-amight next, way. ſuffer for.it, or be 
brought in guebion-3, ſo that: if; Segte-PolicyAhine ;out-inco a Favous to 

Diſſenters, the Meritorious Loyal Feſnits and Papiſts (hall go Partners with - 

them., It State-Inquiſicors fincll a Fire. or Gun powder, the ſuſpeRed - 
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Difſenter ſhall have the odizm. of it, and the Papiſts appear bold-fac'd, as a 
trully Loyaliſt, and who dare ſpeak Truth of his untainted Innocence and 
Greatneſs? 6. Theſe diſſcmbling| Jeſuits, might creep into Couventicles, 
into any of them, and do their Work according to their. Art 3 exclaim 
ayainlt the rigor of the Laws, unmercifulncſs ot the Biſhops, defame the 
King, and a hundred Miſchicfs, 'as many as they could invent 3 ſeduce, 
and pervert the King's Subjects, and be much pleaſed to hear the aſpiring 2 
Conformiſt talk at his. higheſt rate. againſt the Nonconformiſts, and plant his I 
Great Guns againlt Geneva,- and. bring up. more Storjes out of the Acts of 
the, Precbyterians, than the As and Monuments of the Martyrs, burnt by 
the Papiſts, It mult nceds delight the Papiſts, to hear a zealous Ignorant, 
be-rogue and damn the Houte-Preachers, ſuch- as creep into Corners, - 
when they durſi not fhew themſelves, as .undoubted Proteſtants in the - 
Pulpats. . 

And what Advantage. the Papiſts made of our Diviſions firſt; and next 
of this Suppreſſion of learned and able Men, they will make 7 Gain, and if 
the ill Effeds of their evil Spirits, be. not greater than any Evil, which : 
the open Meetings can be charged with, I'll ſay no more but this one 
thing, which ſhall conclude this Argumcnt, and I am ſure it deſerves 
a rcading, and a. great deal more, from .cvery., Loyal - Proteliant Chris - 
ſian, . Y 

It is the greateſt Miſchief that can come..to our Government, and true - 
Religion, to give. the Papiſfts the leaſt Advantage and - Opportunity of. - 
carrying on cither Conſpiracics, or falſe and damnable DoGdrines, or to * 
do greater Harm than ever they have done 3 and theſe Advantages and + 
Opporugnities they will have by driving the. Nonoaformiſts. into private - 
Hculcs, | | | | 

I, The old ſound, . pious, | and <xcellent Men of the _ NonconformiftFe, |. 
grow few and thin, Death lays them up ſafe from all Evils to come, This - 
is {o-far-from being commodicus to the Church, as it is Chriſtian, and : 
Proteſtant, ( mark, 1 do extend Proteſtancy, beyond Conformity,) that : 
it is a great Loſs without-a great Supply 3 for-I'l ſpeak my Conſcience, . 
in.giving them. due. Honour, they were'-and are. conſtant Students and * - 
Jabcrious Relidents, learned, .skilful, ſucceſsful, and. deſervedly had in - 
Honour by diſcerning, and honeſt Men... Theſe were of Loyal Principles, 
and fought Peace, with. Tiu hand Purity, and as little as they were re- - 
garded, they were regarded| more than moſt young, Men will be.a long \. 
time. . The Diſſenting Par:y, will? walk in : their-.-wonted Paths, both * 
from. their Educatiop, Prcjudices, Principles . and. Convidions,- they will 4 : 
hear in Private, they mult have Preachers, their Preachers cannot be 'inz 
many Places, they mult have. Supplies, their Supplies will be. young Men... 7 


ot 


£6 The Confounift's Second Plea 
Young Men and bred Scholars will be but comparatively too few; and what 
then ? It will bea temptation to'Men of Contidence,to go beyond their Line; 
ſpiricual Pride will puff them up,as Men of Gifts; yet the pretence of Wants, 
-, and conccit of Gifts will endanger many. Now, now, it ever, here's an Op - 
Io portunity for the Boys of St. Omers, who can tell the Tales their Maſte:s; 
3 teach them, to come into England 3 here's work tor them! Can they nor 
ly, and ſay they are the Sons of Nonconformiſts,tutor'd under Nonconformiſts ? 
£annot they ly to damn the Souls of H:reticks, as confidently as they did 
toſave the Lives of Traitors ? cannot they pretend they were born and 
bred in New England. To the weaker and credulous Independent, that 
know not Men, as thcir able Miniſters do, they may ſay, they were brought 
- -up by ſuch Independents. To the Onakers, they may pretend Converſion, and 
.come a great way off, or give them the Honour of bringing them out of 

Darkneſs; and ſo through all. And why cannot they make uſe of the 
Miſeries of our perſecuted Brethren in France! and ſpeake a little broken 
Engliſh,and ſay they are French Proteſtants,intended for the Miniſtry, or bred 
in | kn of their Univerſities, and who can diſprove them ! what cannot a 
lying young Generation do ? Preach againſt Popery in ſome points to bring 
it in. We read what work one Whitebread did in Meetings of ſeveral Per- 
ſwaſions3 and why not more take the ſame ſeducing Trade. But when 
Nonconforming Miniſters are known, and appear un the open view of the 
Church and Kingdom, they are accountable for what they preach and doz 
and if any fecret Conſpiracies, pernitious Dodtrines, Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, 
are ſowed,or fomented, the Innocent may be known, and the Guilty the 
fooner diſcovered. 

' And thus I have gone thorough my whole Argument, and I hope ſaid 

Lomething aptly to prove my Queſtion, That it is better the Executi- | 
.on of the Penal Laws be forborn, than urged at this time, if not alto- 
gether. | | 
4 Having fiated, and 1 hope offered ſome conſiderable Proof of that 
part of the Queſtion which I have choſen, tho furtheſt out of the Sun 
of Humane Fayour 3 I ſhall draw another Diviſion of Arguments to guard 
and maintain it, and- to turn back the Force that comes cut againſt it. 
Tf there be any Reaſon in what hath been offered, then I hope, I ſhall 
meet with ſome Inclinations, in wiſe and good Men, to be perſwaded 
to take that Courſe which is proved to be the beſt : I am ſure wiſe Men 
will chooſe that which is beſt, and good Men will not exerciſe Severity 
awichout urgent Cauſe, and a rational Foreſight of Advantage, T humbly 
.defire theſe following Arguments may find due Regard. 
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Firſt, The Wifeſt, Holictt.”- and moſt. Catholicki Governours- of the 
Ehurch, have by long Experience found that Reaſon, Convidtion, and 
Calmnefs, have been the winning ways upon. ſcrupulous Perſons or ele 
it cannot in Charity be thought, that they would came. behind others, 
in' accompliſhing the work of Peace: and Uniformity. Thcy cannot! but 
know what DeliruQion, without Reformation, will follow Excommu- 
nications,if: they proceed to Writs, and follow the Courſe of Law to the ut- 
termoſt, Many of our Ecclefiaſtical Courts have taken that way, and can 
any of them, ſhew -us any one Man converted to Unitormity by it ? Many 
have removed from- one Country and Diacels to another, and wrought 
themſelves out of Trouble, or abide-in them to this day : But can they 
ſhew any: one Man they have brought over to a fincere and hearty Confos- 
mity ? Their Moleſtations go nearer the Heart to. feparate them, than 
to unite them. If the Church ſhould for Nonconformity procced' to - 
Sentence, and thence to Writs, and. thence to Execution, what way can - 
they take more effectual to difobligle the Nation? The Gentleman and 
Landlord: ſuffers in the ruine and: loſs of his Fenant 3 the thouſands 6f- 
poor Families that live by Manufactures, fuffer in the Loſſes or Removes - 
of their Maſters 3 and as many as actually ſuffer, of what Condition ſoever, . 
and their Families and Poſterity that ſuffer in them, are made the poorer, 
but never the better Chriſtians; they are all diſobliged and broken tram us. 
Belides, they-know- the charge of their. Diſſent, which/'is\ often-times no- 
more than, pay your-Fees, and go home. The Otheers: of: Courts get ; bat- 
what-dotl-the Church: get thereby ?- It. is viſible, that thoſe parts of the- 
Land have the moſt for :number, and\yhe molt reſolute Nonconformiſte, . 
that have been moſt ſeverely uſed. The more many Men ſuffer, the. moze : 
Argumerits they. gather for the Goodnefs of the Cauſe for which they 
ſuffer. The far greater part of our Church-Governours, have abliained 
from rigorous Courſes: Now the Civit Magiſtrates are rowzing up,. and : 
awake, as out of ſleep. But what's the Cauſe of this Excitation # The- 
Confervators-of the Peace are harnefling themſelves for the Defence of: 
Church and State. But what fear of the King's Life :. Isit not the Acch-- 
mation-of all-Prot:ftants ( is there in this, one Difſenter among them ) 
Long may the King live, Who doth. hold up a Finger to ſhake the Throne 
or Government *-or who is there that- hath: heard of as muck- as a- 
whiſper of any Conſpiracy ?-If there be, God who ſceth in ſecrety reveal: 
it quickly, by the Guilty themſelves 3 and there is no likelihood of a Con+ 
cealment, (if there be ſuch a thing ) for none but beggarly mad Men-can + 
be in-it 3 the ſervice then mutt be done to the Church : The Magitlirates - | 
riſe'vp-in. Defence of- it... But doth nov rhe- Magiſtrates Vigilancy _— | 
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Kite he Severity, and Sleepineſs of the Watchmen ? how- can any, that at 

Þ other times and occaſions do not talk with-any great Concern, Aﬀection, 
or Reverence of the Biſhops, now be ſo- zealous ? 4f the Biſhops ſhould 
proceed with one mind, roundly to Excommunications, and break. up Fa- 
2milics by itz who -would ſooner- complain than Gentlemen that ſuffer 
-by it? who more carneſt, or-be more complemental/in Intercelions ! But 
-how, why ſhould they be ſo forward to undo great Numbers to the appa- 
rent detriment of the Common-wealth, when the Biſhops are ſo backward 
to give them,their Friends,or their Dependents Troublc?-What Alterations 
will the Execution: make,- in:Rents and Trade? and who will ſooner 
feel the Effes, than he who takes his Eaſe, and lives high, and cannot 
-bear the fall of his Revenues? If the Magiſirate appear in his Power, 
-when-the Church calls-for his help,it will be duty, and felt-denial too, to 
.take part of the Odium of what is counted a Perſecution, but to hazard 
the breaking of many thouſands, who can in ſome parts of the Kingdom 
make a Riſe, or-fall of Commodities, and the loſs and trouble of abun- ' 
dance more by Participation to their own Diſhonour, is a greater Kindnefs . 
«to the -R. R. Biſhops than was expected, or can be rewarded with-their 


. Bleſſing, 


' Secondly, It is more God-like, Chriſtian, and Humane, to uſe Clemen- 
«cy, and follow the Examples of the Indulgent, eſpecially when the hurt- 
ful Effects of Severity are great and apparent, and the Benefit doubtful, 
«God is wiſe, juſt, and holy, but continues to uphold the World by Mercy. 
Chriſtianity is full of Mercy,angythe Author of it is a Reconciler,and Medi- 
ator. Human Nature, ſo given to offend, would be deftroyed,but for Love, 
Forbearance, and Mercy. Mercifulneſs is like the ſoft Cement; that binds 
all the Stones in the Fabrick of Human Society, which elſe would never 
- hold together, but fall without it. Without it Men arelike rugged Stones, 
and Severity doth not ſquare, but chop, and ſhould never be exerciſed, 
; but when Socicty cannot be preſerved without it. It this Age will follow 
-Examples of the moſt exact and firi& Governours, it will find more room 
; for Mercy, than hath been ſhewa to them that have been excluded for 
want of it. But if it will ſet it ſelf for an Example, it-is a queſtion-whe- 
-ther wiſe Poſterity will follow it. The High Commiſſion Court was a 
ind of Inquiſition, ſo the wiſe Lord Treaſurer Burleigh wrote to Arch-Bp 
Whitgift, < But according tomy ſimple Judgment, 

Fuller's Ch. Hiſtory © ſaid he, this kind of proceeding is too much (a- 
:B.ix. An. 1583. * vouring the Romiſh Inquilition. And of all Men, 
* the Pxritans felt the weight ofit, The Paritans 

Were 
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were -oppolite to the Biſhops and. their - Government; and Courts, 'and 
they made themſelves and:the Queen, their Government and Hers all one 3 
what was ſaid or done againſt} them, was: done. a- "71 
gainft Her Majelily.. And the Oppoſition-between As in Mr, Udal's 
the Puritan Diſcipline, and the Epiſcopal, was' Examination and Tri- 
greater than hath been urged ever ſince the King's al, i to be ſeen, Pr. 
Returo. , If Church-Hiftory were filent, we may Lond. 1643. 
learn frrom. the Canons of 1603, what Language Can. 4, 6, 9,11. 
was common in thoſe times : But now the Con- 
troverſy is not between the Prerbyter and the Biſhop, but b*tween Biſhops 
ating in a narrow-Room and a larger Dioceſs; yet they are not diſcontent 
if the King ſhall honour ſome, as he doth, with Lordſhip, nor continue 
their Revenues. The Independents ( ſuppoſed to be Browniſts, but are riot) 
give not the Language of Antichriſtian, to Biſhops, or our Congregations 3 
but look upon us as parts of the Catholick 'Church. | 
The Biſhops are Antichurchians' (as, againſt their Dr.Owen of Church- 
Congregational Power ) but not. Antichriſtian, Peace, &c, Dr. Good- 
which was the Language of the Brownifts ; but. win on the Epheſc$.35. 
thoſe that were more oppoſite, or hung off, were 
more kindly uſed. Mr. Fox a N. C. held his Prebend of Salizbary 3 Dr. 
Humphreyes was Dean of Wincheſter, Prefident of Magdalen Colledg, and 
Regius-Proteſlor in Oxford; Mr. Tho..Cartwright, the Head of the N, C. 
was at laſt much favoured by his mighty Antagoniſt; 4. B, Fhitgift, 
made Maſter of the Hoſpital in Warwick, and preached there to his Death 3 
Mr. Travers, ordained by Presbyters in Antwerp, after a ſharp Controverſy 
with Mr. Hooker, was made Provoſt of Trinity 
Colledg near Dublin, by 4. B, Loftus, Chancellor See Fuller s Hiſt, 
of Ireland 3 Roh. Brown, that deſerved worſt, held B. ix, q | 
his ReQtory of A-Church; Mr. Stone continued in 
his Parfonage of Warkton 3 4. B. Whitgift, whoſe ( Stiff) conſtancy 
was known and proved,” wrote thus to the Lord Treaſurer Burleigh.z 
© My Procccedings are neither fo vehement, nor. - 
* ſo general againſt Miniſters and Preachers,as ſome Ibid. p. 139. 
* pretend, doing me therein great Injury. In ano- h 
ther to Sir F.J/alſingham ©I have forborn to ſuſpend or deprive any Man 
* already placed in any. Cure or Charge for not ſubſcribing. Only;Biſhop 
Anthony Rudd, in his Speech in Convocation, 4». 
1604, ſaid, © That many Learned Preachers enjoyed See Addenda to the 
* their Liberty, conditionally that they did not by firſt Plea. 
* Word or Deed, openly diſgrace, or difturb the : 
* State cliabliſhed, ( would that do,now, we ſhould ſee a return of many 
__ 7 " | _* "oult 
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caſt out, if not of all.) What need I ſay of the Indulgence of Arch-Biſhop 
Abbot ? Remarkable is that Diſcourſe between A. B. Bancroft ( who'was a 
ſharp Adverſary of the Puritans ) with a N. C/An honeſt able Man pro- 
teſted to him, that it 'went againſt 'his Conſcience to conform, which 
way ( quoth the 4: B;) will you live, if put out of your Benefice ? 
| The Miniſter anſwered, He had no. way but to go 
Full. B. 10. p. 57- Aa begging, or put himſelf on the Divine Provi- 
dence: Not that, {aid the 4. B. you ſhall not do 

fo, but come to me, and I will take order for your Maintenance, Man 
had Lectures, or were connived at by Biſhops, of proteGed by Great Men, 
as is proved in Particulars by Mr. Baxter, Perti- 
Second Part of the nent is that to my vurpoſe which Dr. Fuller 
Defence . againſ® Dr. writes, of ſome in the Time of Q. Eliz2b. Reign. 
Stillingflect, c. 4. © The Practiſes of the Presbyterians, now found fo 
Hiſt. B. ix. p- 135- © much Favour, as almoſt amounted toa connivance 
Se. 18. ' © at their Diſcipline. For whilſt the Severity of 
Y * the State was at this time intended to the heighth 
© againſt the Jeſuites 3 ſome Lenity of Comfe ( by the very Rules of 
© Oppotition ) fell to the ſhare of 'the Nonconformiſts, on the ſcore of their 
© notorious Enmity to the Jeſuitical Party. The Earl of Leiceſter. procu- 
red great Favour for them, from the Queen, and ſnibbed the Biſhops for 
urging Subſcriptions. The great and wiſe States-men, were Interceffors for 
ſome of them, witneſs the Letters of the Lord Treaſurer Burleigh, and 
Sir F. Walfingham, in that ori > But now, is there no Mitti- 
gation to be looked for, when our preſent N. C. approach nearer to a 
Cloſure, and when their Oppoſition tothe Jeſuites, doth provoke that 
Party. to/ftrain all their Policies, Power and Malice againſt chem. Con- 
fider if it be not a time to ſhew Mercy to our Brethren, and not to,oppreſs 
them as Enemies, when the whole Proteſtant Intereſt among us, is ſaved 
by meer Mercy ! How contrary will the impoveriſhing of them be, to that 
Duty, If thine Enemy hanger, feed him, if be thurſt, give bim Drink, 
Surely if we ought to relieve an Enemy, fo far as to keep him alive, we 
ought to ſpare our Brethren, and preſerve them from-a Neceſfity to beg 
their Bread. But here I ſeem to ſome, to. beg a Queltion 3 1 call them 
Brethren, when they are-not. It is true, Ido 3 and if they who profeſs the 
fame Faith, Worſhip, and live under the fame Laws, are not Brethren, 
have we any'in any part of the World ? Is there any Houſhold of Faith, 
out of the Houſhold of Conformiſts ? If not; then our extream Zeal againſt 
Nonconformiſfts, will carry us to Donatiſm, and confine the Church, within 
the Lines of our r__— I to avoid this, we acknowledg a Catholick 
-  Church,outof thoſe Bounds 3 then why ſhall not that Right be _ fo: 
| cm 


them that dwelt among us,zs well as to them'that/live in 37, Nations, 
and differ as much fron our-Form of Difcipline; as they do ? If therefore 
they are Brethren, let them receive from us ſome Tokens of Aﬀetion, 
and not'be* burnt with the Marking-irons' of Anger, as unfit Obje&s of 
any thing fefs than' Excluſion from: all Favout : Andtet not the' Mercy, 
and Mildnefs of former tirneg;"come' into Judgmetit againſt this Gene» 
ration. 'I do hope there are many that have Sorrow in their Hearts daily 
for them, and that have Hearts of Fleth to them. Ret 


Arg. 3. Both Church-men and Magiſtrates, ſhould forbear chis Courſe 
of Rigor, for fear of being? guilty of the great” Sin of Perfecution, or. ap= 
proaching near it. All good | Chriſtians ſhould be tender of falling into 
degrees of that Sin,which in the higheſt degree, is proper to or axles 
of Chrift. There are nowmnone in any place of Power, but ſich have by 
Oaths and Tefts, avowed themſelves to be fincere and honeſt Proteftants 3 
and if they will hear Reafori. 'on their Brethrens behalf,” what Mercy can 
Proteſtants expe from Papiſts; or perjur'd Hypocrites ? '' Abſtain from 
puniſhing, and hurting the Servants of Chriſt, left ye be found fighting 
againſt God, and obſtructing the Proſperity of Chris Kingdom, by 
quenching any Light of the Goſpel, becauſe it is not ſet upin a branched 
Candleftick, or in the Church. They would all burn in he Church, but 
for ſomething that keeps them out, in the Church-porch. Now as 
every Chrittian, that hopes for Salvation alone by Chrift, ſhould be afraid 
of hurting Chriſt in his Members ſo muſt every Man be tender inaffixing 
the Charge of Perſecution upon any : which that I may not do, I will, 


T, Open the nature of Perſecution. 


' 2, The ckinds of it. | 4 (1413930 -1 Y 
3. Conſider what is ſaid to free the Proſecution, of the Laws, from be-= 


ing a Perſecution, 


- Firſt, To perſecute, in this place, is taken in an'ill ſence,for any kind of 
. Vexation, or Trouble, brought upon others, efpeci- EY | 
- ally ſuch as is grievons to be born it is arenter, 'Grot.in Math. 5.10, 
pertinaciter, dilgenter inſeftari ad nocendum ;' or is Petr. Ravan, 
others, To follow as a Hunter doth his Game. 

In reſpe& of the Sufferer, it maſt be cauſeleſs, and undeſerved, and by 
Conſequence not for doing ill: in reſpect of the Tnfliter, it muſt be inju- 
rious3 and'in reſpeR of the CauRR; it mutt not/be # dvil Cauſe, bur Reli- 
giousin Whole or in Part. It'is Perſecution, if it (fike at any part 'of Re» 


ligion, or for any Exerciſe of Religion. | 
o H 2 Secondly 
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| Secondly, : There are” many. kinds and<degrees of Perſecution, :ditin 
ry oy the Aflicters,AfiiQion, and AMicted, and the Reaſons, Cauſes, 
an $. | 

', The menaced . Sufferings of the Nonconformiſts, axe not, 1+ From an 
open . ,profeſied Encmy. of. the Faith, but. ( what: is. marvellous ) from: 
Men profeſſing the ſame Faith, as Proteſtants, the Power being in no other 
hand. 2. It, is not fox Chriſtianity, for the. Name of Chriſt, or being 
Chriſtians. 3. It is not directly a fuffering of Death,. or Baniſhment, 
(tho it may come to it) as it is a proceeding upon the Act of the 17th 
aud 224 of our King'; but ſuch hath- been the. Zeal of ſome Juſtices in 
ſome. parts of this: Kingdom, as to. threateg ;Diſſenters with Abjuration, 
Baniſhment, and Death. v 

But ordinarily, the threatned Puniſhments are of loſs of Goods, of Li- 
berty to do good to Souls, of Impriſonment, for particular Acts and 
Exerciſes of the Chriſtian Religion, only becauſe performed in an undue 
manner, as to human particular Laws, by Preachers that have not confor- 
med upon the impoſed Terms of exerciſing their Miniſtry, and upon ſuch 
as hear thera, beyond ſuch a Number 3 and theſe Puniſhments are threatned 
by Chriſtian, Proteſtant Magiſtrates, again(t profeſied]y Proteſtant Prea- 
chers and Hearers. 

They who ſuffer, ſay, They ſuffer for Conſcience and Religion, and 
therefore they are /perſecuted3 they who. puniſh. them, ſay, It is not for 
Religion, but for doing ill. | 3 

Let us impartially examine the Caſe,as urged by the Nonconformiſts, and 
as defended by ſome Conformiſts. The Nonconformiſts argue thus 5 | 

Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Duties. # 

But the Nonconformiſts are puniſhed for Preaching and..Praying.. 

Therefore for neceflary Duties 3 and by Conſequence.:-they. axe per- 

" A Reverend, ( and by his: many ſerious. Pro- 
Toleration diſappro- fefſhons, which I admit ) a good Man,undertakes 
ved,Ox. 1670,2d Edi, to take off this. Argument, 
| Indeed the Argument is- laid down defedively, 
becauſe the words of the Laws. are upon pretence of Religious Exerciſes, 
there are other Exerciſes of Religion, befides Preaching and Praying. 
' The ſame Reverend Author doth diſtinguiſh, to the major Propolition, 
and flatly denies the miner. Preaching and Praying (faith he ) are ne- 
ceſfary Duties, quoad Swhſtantiam, but, quoad Circumſtantias they are not 


neceffary, and he reckons ſame Circumſtances, in which. *tis true, they are 


not neccflary 3. as to.two or three thouſands, &c. 


2, He 
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' 2, He utterly denies the minor; as falſe They are puniſhed for not'obſer- 

ving thoſe Circumflances ( faith he ) about. Preaching and Praying, 
which Authority requireth 3- or, for not performing thoſe Duties in ſuch a 
manner.z or more plainly, for not ſubmitting to thoſe Conſtitutions eſta= 
bliſhed, tor the better ordering of thoſe Duties, which Conſtitutions he 
proves to be gond, from an Enumeration of all the Cauſes, They are 
good, reſpedu Efficient, ſufficient Authority. 2. Materie, the matter not 
unlawful, or contrary to a former Obligation. 3. Forme, a ſuſhcient 
Promulgation. 4. Finy, the public Peace and Satety. 


To conſiders all theſe 'things diſtindly, Let me ay, 

I. By neceflary Dutics, we agree are, meant Duties neceſſary by the Di- 
vine Precept, or as Means to the Ends of Chriſtian Religion. 

2, Miniſters and People are firſt obliged to Chrift, as their Governour 
abſolute, according to his Laws,and to temporal Governours ſubordinately, 
in and for the Lord. Therefore the firſt and principal Regard of Obes . 
dience is to ]cſus Chriſt, with that ſirictneſs he hath bound us to. 

3. No Action of Religion can be done without Circumſtances. 

4. Circumſtances are ſubſervient'to Duticsz and we are ſure, that God 
doth not tie up to ſuch Circumſtances, as do always tie up from the Du- 
ties, tho-in ſome Circumſtances the Duty. may be. omitted 3 but they are 
ſuch,. as render the Duty for that time unneceflary 3 and it Men would; 
learn from God, they would never enjoyn ſuch Circumſtances, as ſhall hin- 
der any to perform them, from whom Gecd requires them. 

5. Thoſe Circumſtances, as you call them, are ſuch as no private Man 
can take away, becauſe required by Laws. Being ſuch, it thall never be 
lawful ftorany Nonconformiſt to preach to more than Four beſide the Houſ- 
hold, yet they-are- bound abſolutely ro Chrift, to preach ( without any: 

. Reſtriftion, it the Biſhops pleaſe ) for elſe they would be only conditio- 
nally bound to-Chrift, and abſolutely bound to the Biſhops. It the Biſhops 
allow them, then Chriit allows them 3 if the Biſhops forbids them, then 
Chriſt forbids them: for all Power derived from Chriſt, is for Chriſt, It 
the Nenconformiſts neglect neccfſary Duties out of reſpect to human Cir- 
cumſtances 3 who do obey ? He. that requires the Duty quoad Bubſtantiam ? 
or them that ſhut them up, or-rather out, per Circamftantias 3 which is beſt, 
to negle& the Duties rcquired by Chriſt, when they. cannot without Sims 
obſerve the Circumtiancesz or negled thoſe Circumftances, and do the 
Duties in ſuch other ' Circumſtances as they can have ? This were to: | 
make the- Obſervation of Human' Circumltances- more neceflary than! 
Divine Ordinances. 
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54+ 
- 6. It is in ſome Circumſtances as neceflary for a Nonconformiſt to preach 
without our Circumſtances, as it is for us to preach with them. 
' 7, The Caſe hath been, and may, as it was to Peter Martyr before he 
left Italy, to preach, and adminiſter Sacraments, in a Conventicle of many 
hundreds, or ſome thouſands, and neceſſary to 
Apology for N. C. venture Lite and all for it, What R.Mr.Þ, writes, 
preaching, to the Bi- is tothe point of Circumſtances, It the Magiſtrate 
- ſhops, p.15,16.$.12, forbids us to preach the Goſpel3 either our Preach- 
ing is neceſſary or unneceſſary, and this either no- 
torions or doubtful. If our Preaching be notoriouſly . unneceſſary, we 
will obey him, and forbear. If it be a doubtful Cafe, we will uſe all 
. means God hath appointed us, to know the Truth 'and if yet it' be 
doubtful, and our Minds in ſuſpence, we will ftand to the Judgment of the 
Magiſtrate,and forbear. But if our Miniftry be notoriouſly and undoubtedly 
neceſſary to the juſt Ends, which is the Edification of Mens Souls, we 
will obey God in Preaching, as we are able,” and humbly and patiently 
bear what is laid upon us by our Rulers 3 nor do we take our {elves bound 
by Chriſt to one Place, or one Time, or manner of Teaching, or to ſpeak 
always to a great Aﬀembly 3 but all theſe are Circumſtances, which-we 
muſt fit to the end and ſucceſs of our Work. 
To conclude this Head, Altho the Nonconformiſts cannot preach in thoſe 
Circumſtances ( as you call them) enjoyned by Law, for fear of finning, 
as they do confidently and ſeriouſly declare, and for no. other Reaſon 
they muſt preach and pray, and perform other Religious Exerciſes upon 
ſuch Circumſtances as they can have, and that { if it cannot otherwiſe be) 
upon hazard: for it is a greater Sin, and deſerves a forer Puniſhment, to 
neglect a neceſſary Duty enjoyend by Chriſt,than to neglect-the Obſervati- 
on of ſuch Circumtiances, as are enjoyned by ( a lawful ) Authority; 
except Jeſus Chriſt hath given ſuch Power to Magiſtrates and Church- 
Governours, as to command Circumſtances, which all his Servants with- 
out diſpute, or hefitancy, muſt obeyz and that Chriſt doth rather approve 
of the negle& of neceſſary Duties, than for reſpe&t :to them, tranſpreſs 
human Circumſtances, by which, neccfſary Daties-may be lulvended or 
rendzed unrifecſfary. - It both cannot be done, the one without the other, 
which muſt give place? the Circumſtances to the necefſary Duties ?- or 
the Duties to the-Circumfiances? Efpecially when we -confider that Chri- 
fiian Preachers, and People, are firſt and abſolutely obliged to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and but ſubordinately and conditionally to Men in Authority, - Notwith- 
Randing the Nonconformifts non-compliance- with (what ſome ca}l ) Cir- 
cumttances in Preaching and Praying, which arc neccflary-Duties, they do 
well, for they obey the greater: | 


| Now 


Now I pafs to the Minor : Burt Nonconformiſts ſuffer for* Preaching and 
Praying. | | . 

Tis is utterly denied, and indeed if this be not denied, the Conclu- 
fion would neceſſarily follow : Therefore they are puniſhed for neceſſary 
Duties, and by Cbnfequence for Religion, or doing well. US 

Now that which is incumbent upon me, is to- ſhew, that indeed they 
ſuffer for Religious Exercifesz and to prove that, I muſt confider what is 
faid to the contrary, which I ſhall do, inthe firl} place : 

They are puniſhed, 'fairh he, for not obſerving Circumſtances required, 
or for not performing them in the manner required, or for not ſubmit» 
ting to thoſe Confijztutions eſftavliſhed, for better Order, &c. | 

I anfwer, It is true, they ſuffer for not ſubmitting to thefe, but not 
for that Caufe alone, but for Religious Exerciſes, wt infr4. Nb», 

You fay, the Confſiitutions are good, by an Enumeration of Cauſes. 
To which 1 anſwer; 1. The Nonconformiſts do not deny, but own the 


Ethcient, the Legiflative-Power. 2. They refuſe and queſtion the mat- _ 


ter of many of the Conſtitutions, and if they ſcrupled-but one, they can- 
not ſubſcribe to all 3 and that becauſe unlawtul to them. 3. Many ſuffer 
for not ſubſcribing, and declaring their Aﬀent to the Common-Prayer, 
which came not to them before the time was expired for fo doing. - Here 
is a defe&t of a Cauſe, the formal Caufe, the Promulgation of the Confſti- 
tutions, We that lived nearer London, had but a little time to þ go the 
Liturgy 3 but many had not time at all, in many places, and they not 
in the remoteft Parts. A | Divine of Years and 


Learning, in the Dioceſs of Lincoln, gave this for And it was the cafe 


one Reaſon, in his Farewel Sermon, that he was of many more. in that © 


to be filenced by Law, for not ſubſcribing and a Dioceſs. And Mr. B. 
ſenting to a Book which he had not ſeen. It is of W. in the County of 
likely he had other Reaſons 3 but they that ſuffer L. was jetted by Sir 
for not ſubmitting to what they ſaw not, do not Edward Lake, altho 
ſuffer for doing il}, but well. Laftly, The Conſti- he gave that Reaſon, 
tutions are for publick Peace and Safety 3"but ex- that the Book was not 
cept the matter be of that Tendency, many Con- brought him before the 
{titations may be good in reſpect of the Efficient, 24th of Aug. nor be- 
Formal, and Final; but may be ill in reſpe& of fore be was declared 
the Mattes. And the Coutroverſy of the Noncon- deprived by the” Com= 
formifts is about the matter of the Conſtitutions mifſary. © 
chiefly. And if their Preaching and Praying give 

no Difturbance, but to fore Minds, eafily ftirred, and tend to Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, then they axe fo far good, and agree with the deſign. of the 
Conſiitutions. They ſuffer, as appears, for an Omiſſion, not obeying the 


Conttitus 


4 SET « Foe TT O- FO OO EO IE RT EO ERS 
ye Hint, 0 - IF s 2 "3,84 

we x > 

Y >Z - . : Y 
- - 
: 55 
- 
% 


"+ 


Y om , « 4d + can £ F ar ag gr. Was 5 x a. C,* v3 os. , 
wah Sine dh > hes ” _ Y, 7 LEES << of . þ -_- 6 M 
: 3 * ON F _ TY 4 2 ko TN -4 >." ” bf > ""” oe; c ” 
*.,, RH : CLI , _ F* A £ CLE X, <4. 7 oi GY 
8 4 c > 4th $'#t 
: " 
. © 
5 ; The ; Þ 
U onki IN «. 


. Conſtitutions, and them chiefly, in one Cauſe,and but perhaps in ſomevne 
part of them: See then what the principal Cauſe of their many Sufferings 
is3 they are ſuch things as are, as we fay,things indifferent, but neceſſary in 
Practice by. human Laws 3 which compared with the neceſſary Duties of 
Religion, which are enjoined by Chriſt, and the Laws of the Land, are 
but ſmall and nnneceflary; yet not obeying theſe Conſtitutions which 
bind not immcdiately by a Divine Precept, ſhall render able Miniſters 
unſerviceable yea it ſhall bea ſinful AQ in them, to do neceſſary Duties, 
acknowledpecd by all Chriſtians to be ſuch, for not obſerving them. Having 
laid theſe things open, 1 procecd to prove that the Nonconformiſts ſutfer tor 
Religious, Chrittian Exerciſcs. #-- 

1. The Law-makers, in their Laws, never noted them for other, than 
for Religious Exercifes, and for good- Duties 3 therefore we muſt take 
them for good,not only by the Law of Chrilt, but by our Temporal Laws. 
All the Minitters of England and Wales, that were ezeced for not ſub- 
ſcribing, &c. were ſuppoſed good, if they had ſubſcribed; and when they 
were ejected, they were not degraded from their Minilfry, nor was their 
After-preaching, prejudged to be as no Preaching and Praying. The 
ſame Ad might have declared their Religious Exerciſes to be null, and 
them no Minilterss 3 they were removed. trom their Stations, and depri- 
ved of Tithes and Protits, but their After-performances loſt not theix 
internal Nature, altho they ſhould be performed without Common-Prayer, 
Rites and Ceremonies. 

2, The Subſequent Acts do not abſolutely forbid their Religious Exer- 
ciſes, as Evil, or Evil-doing, but as dehicient in the external Form, and as 
abuſed by ill Men and Hypocrites, to move to Rebellion and Infurrection, 
endanger Church and State, and to ſuch a Number of People, and if they 
were ſuch, they would be materially Evil, and then ceaſe to be Religious 
Exerciſes. 

3- So then their Fault lies in Deficiency of things concomitant, which 

doth not (o affet them, as to change them from Good to Evil; they may 
be acceptable with God, and protitable to Men for all that, ſo far as 
they celebrate Religious Exerciſes, to pious Ends, they materially and fi- 
nally do the things that are plealing to God, and do well, even Men being 
Judges. 
: ” They do not ſuffer Fines and Impriſonments for not ſubſcribing de- 
clraing according to the Act of Uniformity alone, they ſufferedtor that be- 
fore : They do not ſuffer for moving Seditions, or Inſurre&ions, whereof 
none hath been ſo much as charged, much leſs found guilty. - They- do 
therefore ſuffer tor pertorming Religious Exercilcs, | 


1. So 


F + $0 the Witneſſes or Informers teſtify, and not for moving Inſur- 
xections. 

2, So the Warrants ſhould run againſt them 3 therefore for doing well, 
and for Religious Exerciſes. | . 

3+ If not for Religious Exerciſes, how come the Preachers to be fined 
201. or others for them, not for beating Drums, or for bearing Arms, 
I ſuppoſe ? | | 

Obj. But the Law prohibits all Religious Duties and to above Four and 
the Houſhold, which arc not legitimated by the Common-Prayer. 

Anſw. It is true, but then let us obſerve, That the meer abſence of the 
Common-Praycr, and Ceremonies, doth not change them; they are Chriſti- 
an, Religious Dutics, notwithſtanding that detec; for it could not be 
ſuppoſed that near 2000 Miniſters, dedicated to God, would caſt off Re» 
ligious Exerciſes, when 'cali} out of their Places, or that they would uſe 
thoſe things, to which they refuſed to ſubſcribe 3 and tho they could not 
imagine that, they denied not Preachingand Praying without a Form, and 
Ceremonies, to be Religious Duties. | , 

2. Some of the Duties which they perform, are after the manner of 


the Church of England 3 ſuch is their reading of the Scriptures, ſinging of. 


Pſalms, and Preaching, we being at liberty as to Text, Words, Method 5 
and their praying before, and-aftex Sermon 3 we are not tied to the very 
W-rds and Syllables in Canon LV, but to thoſe Words, or to that Effect, 
To move our Congregations to pray. Now if they read, fing, pray, 
\ preach, as we do, they ſuffer for choſe Religious Exerciſes 3 theretore for 
Religion, and Well-doing 3| but ſuppoſing them imperfe for want of the 
Common-Prayer, yet fo far as they are religious, they are good. 

Obj. But they are looked upon as fuſpitious Perſons, becauſe they ſub» 
ſcribed not, &c. to the AR of Uniformity in the Oxford Act. 

Anſw, Trae, but two things are conliderble. 

1. Many took off that Suſpition,. by ſubſcribing that Declaration 3 
yet that will not excuſe them, if they,preach to above Four. 

2, Their-not ſubſcribing, and declaring according to the Ad of Unj- 
formity, makes the cauſe of their Suffering doubtful. The Law calls them 
to conform upon ſuch Conditions;of ſubſcribing and declaring. Their Con- 
ſciences, after the moſt diligent ſearch into all things required, command 
them, upon peril of {inning againſt God, to forbear. They may be decei- 
ved, and why may not fallible Impoſers be deceived ( ſay they ) if they 
ſuffer for not finning againſt God, and Conſcience ? It they ſuffer for pers 
forming Religious Exerciſes, according to the general Rules of the Goſ- 
pel, and their own- Cgnſciences, as well informed as they can inform 
themſelves, they ſuffer tor Religion, _ they that exacand cno__ 
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Puniſhments, think they fuffer. for Omiffions, and-'Obſiinaces in thoſe 
Omiſſions. They ſuffer for Omiſſion cf humane Conſtitutions, which 
they hold not Divine, and perform Qucies, which they hold to be Divine, 
The caſe is as clear to them to be unlawful, as it is clear to them that com<- 
mand them.to be lawfaul,therefore the Caſe hangs in doubt. If they thar re- 
fuſe to conform,xefuſc upon peril of temporal Lofſes,they who infli& them, 
do inflict them upon peril of finningalfo. He that ſuffers, for doing what 
is confefſcdly Religious, and forbears what js dubious, or finful in appea- 
rance, is on the fater fide, than he that punifheth for undoubted, religious, 
necefſary Duties, only for the Omitſion of unneceſſary things. 

Obj. But holding their Meetings to above Four, and in publick, is 
ſedicious in the eye of the Law, and they (ſuffer tor that, and not for their 
Religion. » 

iofw. Indecd that feems to be the only-criminal Circumſtance. But 
why ſhall this alter the Caſe ? which -is far better, and more ſatisfactory 
to Magifirates and the Church, than their retiring into allowed- private 
Houſes, and the tinted Number.. But this doth not make Religious Ex- 
erciſes, to be no Religious Exerciſes, except it infuſe poiſonous Principles 
into a Mulcitude, which is not known, and cannot be proved 3 it is Re- 
ligion and not @ Riot, that is really puniſhed. Now granting this to 
be a forbidden Circumſtance 5 compare it with. the many Circumſtances, 
that make it the more allowable, and then, ſhall Religious Exerciſes, ne- 
ceſlary to be obſerved, profitable to many, be therefore unpardonable, be- 
cauſe of one Circumſtance ? This I humbly refer to Conſideration, before 
the Magiſtrate firike with the heavy hand of the Law. Make the moſt 
that can be of the Fact : Here's Religious Service, performed without Ce- 
remony, and Form, ( there's the, detect ) here's a Religious Exerciſe, to 
a ſupernumerary Company, that's the excels. But to this let us compare 
the nature of the Excrciſcs, unquelition:bly Divine. The Inltitutor is 
Chriſt our Lord the Ordinances are necclary, the manner of Performance, 
according to the general Rules of Chriſt, highly beneficial, and tending 
to publick Good, and eternal] Litez yet for the want of a Circumſtance or 
ewo, (made necefiary by a mutable Law) the Obſervers of them {hall be 
puniſhed as Evil-doers. 

Are not Humane Conſiitutions ſubje& to the Providences of God; the 
Supream Governour, whoſe Dominion is eſpecially, to be owned in all 
Chrittian Kingdoms? Suppoſe then, by the over ruling Providences of 
God, there are Alterations made in the Aﬀairs of the Kingdom, which 
make that which is a Divine Ordinance, become a neceflary Duty to Men 
prohibited | by - temporal Laws, whether Governours of Chrſtian States 
ſhould not obferve them,.and make their Laws ſtoop to the Divine Will > 

| | Th 


for" the Non-Confonnilts' * | 59 
The Defenders of the Church'argue, 'It is more'reaſonable the 'Diſſenters 
ſhould yield to the Biſhops, than the Biſhops to them 3 fo fay I, It is more 
reaſonable and decent, that Humane Laws ſhould yield to the Divine 
Pleaſure, than the Work of God be ftopt by Humane Laws, 

The tfue State of this, as far as I can perceive, lies before us thus: Firſt, 
The preaching of the Goſpel, is an indiſpenſible good Duty. Secondly, 
They who are fitted, called, and devoted to God, are bound to preach it. 
Thirdly, Some that are happily fitted for it, become ſuſpicious to ſome 
in Power. Fourthly, By long Experience and Proceſs of time,they cannot 
be charged with ſuch Crimes, as are of ill Operation to the Stare, Fifthly, 
{ Theſe Men are ready to give ſuch fecurity to the State, as the Generalit 

of unqueſtionable SubjeRs give, and to take away all juſt cauſe of Jealouſy 
and Miftruſt. Sixthly, They are qualified by Chrift, and muſt give an 
account to him 3 they are called and invited to diſcharge their Duties as 
Preachers. 1. Their Conſcience puts them in mind of their Vows, as 
Perſons devoted to Chriſt to ſerve him upon his Conditions. 2. 'The cry 
of Souls calls them, that either want, or want ſuch as can and will do 
them' gobd 3 this'is the plain caſe in multitudes of Places, - 3, God un- 
expeRedly opens a door for them by Fire and Plague; and other provi- 
dences. 4. Calm Proceedings of Magiſtrates, and the Inclination of 
Law-givers give them Encouragement. $5. Their Zeal for God anſwers 
this Call. 6. God gives them his Bleſſing, followeth them with ſuccefs, 
which is\a ſign of his Approbation, which he never gave to Evil-doing, 
And ſhall this be puniſhed by Chriſtians as Evil-doing ! This is to a& con- 
trary to God to puniſh them, whom God approves! — There is a Hu- 
mane Law, ſtands in their |\way, revoked in Voto, by them that made it; 
ſhall the obſervance of that Law, ſuſpend the Adminiſtration of Ordi. 
nances in themf:lves good, | well performed in the general manner, where 
there is great need 3 and to good Ends without dangerous Effects, or 
Conſequences to them, that once did forbid them ? 

Preaching and Praying are good Dutiesz but the Nonconformiſts Preach 
ing and Praying, tho good in Subſtance, is not good becauſe of ill Cir- 
cumſtances, fay fome. Now then the Oppoſition here, is not between 
cheir Preaching and Praying, and ours, but bctween their Circumſtances 
and ours 3 we according to Legal Conſtitutions, they not according to 
them. Bur, as hath been argued, there is but one' Circumfiance that is 
faulty, ( the want of Common-Prayer and Ceremonies, makes nat their 
Preaching faulty 3 for the Law that cnjoyned them, did not brand their 
Preaching and Praying without them, as Evil-doing ) the Evil attending 
their Preaching, are the il] Defigns and Ends which they never drove at3 
it is good'if free from them "it Ar" ſeems, becaule to too many Hearers, 
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Here's one Circumſtance,.or want of one Condition ! To this one oppoſe 
all the Circumſtances ( if you call them fo ) and they are more,and greater 
for them, than this one againſt them. 

There is no ſuch Preaching and Praying, and performing good Duties, 
asis abſolutely perfeR,and free from all Faults; and often-times in neceſſary 
Ingredients, and Conditions, the beſt Man faileth. This ſuppoſed, the 
Queſtion ariſing is, Whether they who obſerving the Call of God, Anſwer 
of their Conſcience, need and benefit of Souls, are bleſſed of God in 
their Work ( tho but in ſome meaſure ) do not do better, to preach and 
pray at all hazards, if otherwiſe it cannot be, than if they did forbear ? 
( becauſe in one point they. offend againſt a revokable Law ) and for that, 
how many Circumſtances do over-match that one? Firſt, For their Per- 
ſons, they are elſe in all points ſubje& to the Laws. Secondly, For their 
DoGring, ready to give an account. Thirdly, For the manner of doing, 
it is in a peaccable way, without any kind of Riot 3 they meet and part as 
peaceably, as any of our Church-Aſſemblies do. 

There is, I ſay again, no ſuch performance of,Duties, as is abſolute 
faultleſs, and perte& in all Circumſtances. The Duties they perform are 
religious, defective only in outward Form and is it not comparatively 
better to perform them, than forbear them ? And can he, that puniſheth 
them for ſuch Religious Exerciſes ( neither materially poiſonous, nor 
effeQually poiſoning Subjets ) ever be excuſed from puniſhing 
Well-doing, and for Religion, if theſe Conſiderations have any Reaſon 
in them ? | 

Of It is not Religion, but their Nonconformity to the Laws, that's 

uniſhed. | | 
E Anſw. Their Nonconformity was puniſhed once before, by their loſs 
of their Livings, 2nd temporal undoingz how often muſt the fame 
Men be puniſhed for the ſame Fault, as you, and not they, account 
it? | 

Obj. They are Men of ill Deſigns, &c. | 

Anſw. Why do not you proſecute them, as ſuch, if theyare ſuch, and 
leave out their Preaching and Praying out of your Informations ang, 
Warrants ? REY: - Poe = 

Obj. If the Execution of Laws, ſhall be term:d Perſecution 3. thamwo 
to Magiſtrates, will any Man dare to call jt Perſecution ? Thi 
caſe, &c, ; _— 
—Anſw. All duc Reverence to the Laws, and to the Magiſtrates ppemi 
{cdz the Adminilirators of Laws,may be guilty of undue Proſecutions, and 
-perſccuting Men with good Laws. Mercileſs and uncharitable urging of 
good Laws bcyond their iatention and ſcope, and with Revenge and 
| © Rigor 
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TO m1 {ſts go - 
Rigor upon the Peccant, is [Fefecuin in the common Acceptation 
of Men. 

To conclude this Diſquilition,Iti is undeniable that nothing but Preaching 
and Praying, and other Religious Exerciſes, are the Cauſe of Trouble, 
and Sufferings to very many, who had not been. at all moleſied, but for 
thoſe Duties. If there be a houſe full of Friends, or Strangers, that 
come and goin a peaceable manner » yea altho many or all of the Men: 
are armed with ordinary Weapons, if there be nothing but cating and 
drinking, and common Diſcourſes, they are not moleited 3 yea, if a great 
deal of their Diſcourſe 'be religious, there is no Information, nor iſluing 
out of Warrants 3 but if there be a Preacher among them, and any Solem- 
nity in the Duties of Religion, this becomes offenſive, and liable to the 
Laws, It is the Exerciſe of Religion that gives the Offence, and makes: 
the Company guilty 3 and how Puniſhments fall upon ſuch, when mer 
without Weapons, or quarrelling, or dilturbance of the Peace, to make 
it a Riot, but tor Religion, is not to be thought. There is no Quettion to- 
be made, but many Juſtices have been guilty of groſs Perſecution, abuſing 
the Laws to the ſervice of their Anger and Revenge, and have gone be- 
yond the Law, when they| have wanted ſufficient Evidence, either. of. 
Preaching, Praying, or Expounding, or, of any Preacher being in Com- 
pany but have told the Informers, it they heard but a Tone like Preach» 
ing, it was ſufficient. It can be proved of one Juſtice; that without any. 
other Proof, ſent out his Warrant to levy upon the Goods of. them that 
were preſent 3 and I have ſeen a Copy of another Warrant, for levying of 
201. when it was not- proved, that there was a Preacher in the Houſe: If 
theſe are true, then ſuch Execcutioners of Juſtice, do execute for. Religion,, 
and for no other Offence. | Such alſo as threaten. they will not leave a. 
Mecting-houſe fianding, who know bo h the Preachers and their Auditors, 
to be peaceable Perſons, and cannot pretend any cauſe of Fear From their. 
Aſſemblies, do threaten, as| diſpleafed. with. their Religious Exerciſes, and- 
for no other Cauſe; for, if they . can ſuffer. many lazy irreligious. 
Perſons to. abſent from. Church; and not puniſh them, tho they have. 

.. no lawful cauſe of their Abſence, and threaten to puniſh them that are . 
6. religious but{in another way, it is not Conſcience and Zeal of Duty to 

publick Worſhip,that moves them 3 for.then they would puniſh the lazy, 
or prophane,and ſay, They will not ſuffer any Perſon to be abſent. 
the Common: Prayer,|but be zealous againfi fome, as againſt others.. 

"But this is not the Temper of all, theretore I will.not bring in a-charge 
of Pexſecution againft all, but I will endeavour to ſhew what is required 
of a Man, that cannot be aid to perſecute, and leave it to the Examination. 
and (catence of evcry Mans Conſcience, - 
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1. He muſt bea knowing Man,not'in Chriſtian Religion in general only, 
but in theſe controverted points about Religioa 3 he mult not be fo ſence- 
leſs, as to call Religion, Sedition, nor to make a different Form to be a 
different Religion, or that Religion is ſubverted by a Difference from ſome 
humane Conttitutions. - He muſt be a knowing Man,lelt he raſh ignorant- 
ly upon the Servants of Chrift. Paxl was a Perſecuter, when he was ig- 
norant 3 Ignorance did excuſe him from the Malice, but not from the 
Perſecution. He muſt not only | thiak] he doth God good Service, for fo 
did others, who for all their thought did perſecute the Difciples, but be 
[ ſure ] he doth God good Service. | 

2. He muſt bea fincere Lover of Jeſus Chriſt, of his Holy Ordmances, 
of all that believe on him, and that worſhip him 3 for if he hate-Chriti, hate 
his Goſpel, Preaching, Praying, and Religious Duties, or hate the Diſci- 
ples of Chrift, he muſt needs be a Perſecutor, and of the grofſer ſort, 

3. He mutt be ſincere in what he doth, for the thing which he doth, 
\ he muſt be faristied that he doth well, and he mult intend the Glory of 
God, and the honour and preſervation of Religion in it. If he pretend in 
his Warrants, Sedition, or evil Deſigns, when there is none, he acts falſly, 
and pretends that to be the cauſe of his Commands, which he verily 
knows is not the cauſe, as not being as much as alledged or proved. If 
he thus proceeds, he firikes at Religion, under pretence of Sedition.and 
Rebellion- | 

4. He muſt conſider the Circumſtances of the Perſons, both Preachers 
and Hearers, the time of their Meeting, the need they have 1n their Places, 
and other Circumſtances. But if, without Examination, or making any 
difference for his Information, he follows the ſtory of the Informer, then 

proceeds to the Puniſhments, and that perhaps for doing the beſt Duties; 
and ſome of the belt Works they can do, then he punitheth Men tor wel!- 
doing. | 
-o'N muſt be a merciful Man, not ſtretching the Law, as far as he can 
in ſeverity, to oppreſs or break the Perfons 3 for certainly it is not the 
end of the Law to ruine the- Subje&, but to preſerve him,” as much as 
may be. They that proceed to tharigor of the Law, have a ſpight at the 
Perſons 3 and Jet their love to Religion be, as they think, found 3 yer they 
. perſecute the Perſon. How ſuch can excule themſelves, is unknown to 
me, that if the Preacher be gone, or be fo poor, ( as it hath oftcn been 
found.) then to multiply Sums, 20 /. for the Houſe, 201. for every poor 
Preacher, 5 5- for hearing, upon the Maſicr of the Houſe, for hearing, be- 
fides the 201. for his Houſe, 5 s. for the Wite, 5 s. for every Child, and fo 
on : or elſe to hy as heavy a Sum uvon a poorer Man, as upon thericher, 
is uncqual and unmercitulz and if Juſtices are not mercitul, they have the 
| Counte= 
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| | 
Countenance of the Law, for Unmercifulne(s, and Revenge upon 'whom 
they pleaſe, Certainly that Man is unmercifal, who would feize upon a 
Bed of a poor, aged Widow for a Debt, or Rent ; but whether it be mer- 
ciful to do fo, as it is faid, it hath been ſomewhere fo done, for being at 
a Conventicle, let Chriltians judg. 

6. He muſt beware, leſt by his Juſtice, he doth put a ſtop to the Goſpel, 
and hinder the growth and exerciſe of true Piety zfor-if he hinder the Gof- 
pel, he doth not the part of a Friend and Servant of Chrift. It by the ſup- 
prefſion of Conventicles, the ſerious profcilion and exerciſe of Religion be 
diſcouraged, he doth evil, by his doing good, it he doth good by exe- 
cuting his Officez yet if the Execution of his Othce, beto the hurt and 
decay of Religion, he doth ill by doing-well, and doth, as a Friend, the 
real, if not the intentional part of an Enemy. 

7. He mult really be perſwaded in his Conſcience, that all ways of 
Worſhip, not contrary to, but different in Form and Ceremony from the 
Church of England, is meritorious of perſonal Ruine, and the Ruine of 
Children in their Parents ( for it will quickly rife to that ) that it is Evil- 
doing, that it deſerves greater, puniſhments, than common Swearing, or 
riding Journeys on the Lord's Day that he muſt be ſure, that he intends 
no hurt or diſadvantage to ſcripus Piety,that he loves the Perfons of the 
Diſſenters, as he doth other, Men, wiſheth no ill-to any of them, and that 
judging their Praciſes to be Evil-doigg 3 that he puniſheth them meer- 
ly, and only for Evil-doing, without reſpect to Anger, private Diſpleaſure, 
or ſecret Gain, either by Bribes, or Rewards, cither of Favour, Honous, 
or Eſtimation, or ſaving of ſetE He that paniſheth rightly, mutt 
ſincerely bend himſelf againſt Evil-doing, as Evil-doing, for the good of 
the Perfon or if not, for the Beneht of that Perſon that ſuffereth for the 
good of others. If you can challife the Religious for Religious Exerciſes, 
and fave Religion harmleſs, you have divided the tineti Hair that ever was 
ſeen, Nonconformity implies Conſcience” ( or elſe it is flat irrational 
Madneſs, to ſuffer tor a whimſy or humor ) and to punith them for Religi= 
ous Duties, and not for Religion and Conſcience, is too Mctaphylical a 
Notion, to be brought to Practiſe, 

I have now opened the Caſe, let others judge whether it be not 
Perſecution : -It hurts the Sufferer, it molelts and vexeth him, his 
Vexation is for Religious _— materially good, finally good, cffectus 
ally good to many, without harm to any, faulty in an outward Form, 
or Circumfiance, which may be born with, without danger to the Kings 
doms Peace, or to true Religion. It this ſhould prove to be a Perſecution | 
in any Magiſtrate, oFether, then it follows, | + 


: | Fourthly, : 


WY The Confozniff's Second Plea 


Fourthly, Be perſwaded from this Courſe of proceeding, and wait for 
healing Applications and Remedies for it is one of the moli unkind,unna- 
tural Proſecutions, that have been ever carried on. The Perſons arc our 
peaccable and loyal Fellow-Subjed&s,uſeful in the Common-wealth,make up 
our [trength againſt our common Encmies3 they are related to us in the 
Fleſh, baptized with the ſame Baptiſin, believe in the ſame God, and Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, with one Faith, and that have offered to unite with 
us, in the ſame Form of Government, and of Prayer, as far as they could, 
without danger of finning 3 we are not under the Temptation of comply- 
ing withan Heterodox Prince, againſt the Orthodox Chriſtians 3 our King 
' profeſſeth the ſame Faith. It was an unhappinſs to the Church, when 
an Arian Empcrour, or Empreſs, drew the Flatterers, and timerous Biſhops, 
to perſecute the Orthodox. This is not our caſe, the Controverſy now, 
is not between the Heretick and the Orthodox, we do not in them proſe- 
cute the Arrian,Neſtorian, Eutichian,or Donatiſt. Nor doth the Papiſt perſecute 
the Proteſtant, but the Proteſtant diſobeys the Proteſtant,and the Prot;ſtant doth 
afflict, if not perſecute, the Proteftant,which is a doletul Contideration ! Oh! 
how bitter is it! if there can benodiffcrence found in Religion, there ſhall bea 
difference made by ſome Ads of Policyzit none in Articles of Faith,there ſhall 
be in Conditions of Communion and Ceremony. Here the profeſſed fin- 
cere Proteſtant takes up a Complaint againſt them, who are as ſincere as he, 
The Orthodox did communicate with the Heterodox, yea with the Here- 
tick; the Heretick broke off firſt, and begun the Perſecution, and follow- 
ed it: But the Orthodox, when he had Favour and Power for him, did 
not revenge. Let Hereſy, which is from the Fleſh and the Devil, be propa- 
gated, and enforced by carnal and diabolical Weapons 3 but let Truth 
which is from God, be carried on with Love. Truth goes forth with 
Evidence and Conviction like the Sun 3 but Hereſy comes into the World 
ſometimes with Silence, but is carried about in a Storm, attended with 
Lightnings. Who but an Iſmael will perſecute an Iſaac? It the Papiſts 
will perſecute, who are by another Mother, a ſecond Hagar, which gen+ 
dreth to Bondage, and ſcares us with Thundrings and Excommunications, 
as from Mount Sinai, or Ebal; let Peace be in the Walls of Feruſalem. 
If Papiſts perſecute Proteſtants, O let not Proteſtants perſecute Proteſtants ! 
To open this that I may move both Reafon and Compatlion, I will confi- 
der, Who puniſheth, who are puniſhed, and for what, and ſte where we can 
find the like and whether Hereticks and Papiſts, and the immoderate Luthe= 
rans are not juliihed by us, in the Crueltics which they have exerciſed. 

x. The Magiſtrate is profeſſedly a fincere Proteſtant, or elſe he muſt be 
an abominable, perhdious Hypocrite, becaulc of his Oaths, and Renuciation 
of the Pope and Popery. 


2. They 


, 


for the Monconfonniſts. 65 
_ 2. They whoare puniſhed, are as Orthodox holy Chriſtians as any in 
the World, out of our own Church. They are profitable and peaceable 
Subjects, notwithſtandivpg many diſcouragements and provocations from 
tellow-ſubjects, and hidden Traitors, 

More.particularly, many of them have deſerved well from the Church 
ard Statez which in humane Probability had never been reſtored, 
but for their Loyalty, Religion, and Confcience, This made the mot 
Renowned Sir Maithew Hale, ſay ( whoſe fence may be,as ſoon taken 
as moſt Men's alive, for his Wiſdom, Loyalty, Integrity, and Io» 
partiality in all Acts of Judgment ) * Many of 
* the Nonconformiſts had meriied highly in the buſineſs Dy.Burnet's Life of 
* of the King's Reſtauration, If at lealt deſerved, Sir M. Hale, p. 65, 


* that the Terms of Conformity ſhould not be made 66. large Octave. 
© lixiter than they were before the War. Yea, to 

advance as high as I can, in an unqueſtionable Authority : His Majeſty in 
his Gracious Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, ſaid, (pag. 5.) © That 
© while he was in Hulland he was attended by many Grave and Learned 
* Miniſters from hence, who were looked upon as the moſt able and prin- 
* cipal Aﬀertors of the Presbyterian Opinions —- and to Our-great Satif- 
<fRion and Comfort, found them Verſons full of Aﬀecion to Us, of 
© Zeal for the Peace of the Church and State, and neither Enemies to Epiſ- 
©* copacy or Liturgy, but modelily to defire ſuch Alterations in either, as 
© without ſhaking Foundations, might beft allay preſent Diſiempers. 

And in his Gracious Speech to the Lords, ( Fuly 27. 1660 ) to haſten 
the paſſing the Act of Oblivion; © My Lords, it you do not joyn with Me - 
© in extinguiſhing this Fear, which keeps the hearts of Men apprehenſive 
© of Safety and Security, You keep Me from performing My Promiſe, which 
©if T-had not made, I am perſwaded neither You nor I had been now 
© here, I pray let Us not m__ thoſe who Brought, or Permitted Us to 
©come together. 

The greateit Charge again them, is, That they are Separatifts and 
Schiſmaticks. Befides, that this remains in debate between the Accuſers and 
Accuſed. Suppoſe them to be fo, Yet 1. The very Independents, 1 mean 
the chief of them, beſides hes they have declared in the above quoted 


Declaration of their Faith at the Savoy, to be neither Brownifts nor Donatiſts, 
Beſides many Paſſages in Dr. Omen's Books, Mr. Nye 

hath declared himſelf, as to our National and Paro- Caſe of great and pre- 
chial Minitiry,and hearing us preach 3 and Dr.Good, ſent wſe, Lond. 1677, 
lays down the Opinions of Brown and Donatiſt, 35th Serm. on the E = 
and ſaith, And againſt theſe, I for my part, and ma- phelians, p. 477 fol. 
ny of my Brethren, profeſs that they are in an Error, &c, 
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-. The Turbulency of Brown's own Spirit-ran him'into many Oppoſitions. 
and Troubles 4 bur he, the greateſt Schiſmatick of thoſe days, enjoyed his 
good Parſonage while he lived. The ffi Emperor that made Laws againſt 
the Donatifts, was Theodofiue, but they were not punithed for their Schiſm 
(the greateſt in the World ) as fuch 3 but the occafion of the Penal 
Laws againſt them,was their barbarous abuſe and 
Auguſiin Bonifacio -beating of Biſhop Mazximinian, a}moſt to Death, 
Ep 4. 2. Epift. 50. tearing of his Altar,&c. and other inſufferable Vio- 
tences and Furies, The Riots and Murders com-. 
mitted by them, and 'the Circermcellions ( the fame Faction) was the caufe 
of Severity againſt them. But how far are our Nonconformiſts from breaking 
Peace, offering Violence, -or any rude Ineivilities, by Word or Deed, js 
apparent to all that are not given to wrong them, or to take pardonable 
things too il! from them. | 
Laſily, The Cauſes of their Sufferings have been ſpoken of before, to he 
neither Hereſy, Sedition, nor Rebcllion. The very Light of Nature ſeems 
to abhor puniſhing the Religious and Juft3 therefore the Heathen Perſecu- 
10rs have falfly imputed horrid Crimes, to holy Chrittians, from which they 
' are Clearly-vindicated in the Apologies of the Fathers, The Arrians were 
Calumniators of the Orthodox, and ſo are the Papiſts, and unpeaceable 
Latherans > But we that live together, ſhould know one another better, 
and be both juſt and modeft, The Papiſts damn us..as. Hereticks, there- 
fore-curſe and perſecute 3 the immoderate Latherans charge the Calvjniſts 
with the denia! of Gods Omnipotency, Communication of Properties, 
and many other Herelies, and Blaſphermies : But what Hereſy can we 
charge upon the Nonconformifts ? Had Antiquity left. us ſuch Confclions, 
and 'Explications of Faith, ſuch TFreatiſes in Divinity, Expoſitions of 
Scripture, Defences of Religion, we ſhould have honoured them. as much 
as now many diſpiſe them 3*they .arc full and tirm 1n their learned and ra- 
tional Oppoſition to Popery, in all the parts of it. And let us obſerve how 
we zcckon ſome, in former Ages, as ours, who came: ſhort of them, ' and 
yet we mult eject them, and multiply Sufferings upon them, af none 9f ours ; 
we reckon fobn Wicliff, Ferom of Prague, Huſſe, and thoſe plain and hero- 
ick Confeffors, the FYaldenſer, and Albigenſes, Bohemians, &c. ours 3' they 
are in our Martyrologies, and among, our Witneſſes for the Truth, in the 
dark times,when nothing was almotlt viſible but Popery. Shall we account 
them Martyrs, 'when the Papifts tad more'colour for their Perfecutions, 
and bloody Ufages of them, conſidering the Principles of the Papiſts, and 
the Oppoſition bf thoſe Martyrs 3 than we have fur loading, our Brethren 
with Puniſhment upon Puniſhment, conſ{itering the Principles of 'our Re- 
gion, and the Quality of the Nonconformiſts, both as- to Religion, yea 
44 | | | and 


TT _r 
and-2s to the Separation it ſelf, For fiirely the Separation of thoſe Worthies 
from Rome, as Babylon, and the ſeat of Antichriſt, and a mortally infected 
Church, was a greater provocation of the Roman Powers againſt them, thatt 
a peaceable diffent from'a Church, acknowledged truly Chriftian, only for 
ſome ſcrupled' ungeceffary things 3 indifferent we ſay, therefore may be 
ſpared 3 finful fay they, therefore cannot be affented to; and ſome private 
PoErines beſides, &c. That which| comes neareft our unhappy Caſe, is the 
Interim, that Book that was urged by Charles the V, upon-the reformed ' 
Churches in Germatty, requiring the Obſervation of Popiſh Ceremonies, as 
indifferent things, for a time, until a General Council fhould be called : 
What Divifions did it cauſe among the Princes and their Divmes? atnon 
the*Divines differing one from another ? What woful Diſpertions and 
Miſeries attended the retuſal of it,are at large rela- | 

ted by Sleidan, in his'Commentaries. This Book Sleidan, p. 20, 21, 
contained Popiſh DoQrines, which the Proteſtants | 

reje&ed ; but the things that divided them, were the Adiaphora; or media, 
Ceremonies, and indifferent things, which many refuſed, and ſuffered to 
very great Extremities. But he who terrified them and perſecuted them, | 
was a great Emperor, and a Papiſt ; and the Arguments uſed. againſt it, 
were, becauſe it was not conſonant to Scriptures, and went agaitit theix 
Conſcience, and Light received. After this, the Adverfaty, the Devil. 
fiirred up-avackice Cobtroverly: attended” 'with a dreadful Diviſion, an 
Perſecution, to the deſolation of Churches and Schools. '* Fobn Brentius in- 
vented the notion vf Ubiquity of Chriſt's Body, and-propagated it, by (the 
Apoſtle of Ubiquity ) Jacobus Andreas, but they gave it a pompous Title, 
of the Majeftick Communication of the Divinity, andDivine Properties ; 
being fond of the Notion, and' impaticht' of Contradiion, ' Andreas, 
afſfifed by ſome that were near Augnftus Eledtor of Saxony, irritate 
Ame his Dutcheſs, petſwade the EleCtor that his Phyſiciari'Gofper Peucer, 
and others were entred into a: Conſpiracy againſt him, upon which they 
are caſt into Priſon, and endureextraordinary hard- 

ſhip, as Gaſper Peucer thews at large, in the Hiftory Hift. Carcernm, 

of his ten Years Impriſonment. Here two things . mY 
were principally objceRed, falſe Dodrine, (Calviniſm ) concerning the Sa- 
crament3 and Confpiracics, and 'Seditions to maintain'it, *But what co- 
lour was there for the laſt? what Reafon for it ? Theſe were the common 
Cauſes of Perſecution 3 Pride, impatience of Oppoſition, falſe Witne(s, 
Jealoufy and Wrath. But yet our Theological Controverfies at home, 
are not of that nature 3 and, the matters in Debate are Pueftiones Medicahi- 
les, as ſome ofthe Ancients ſpeak and yer- behold Divfion and Strife ! 
And conlidering how irreconcilable the rigid Lutherans are to the moderate 


-% 


LA þ 
peat dons XP FREY " _ go 
_ RE X78 P 4s +. "& IE Te by 
bo Why 3h $0; <3 - ES < X 5-344 IM 


ers a Sh RS y_ CS Rey Q * 6 
m4 1 - _—_ FS, nag Oh. A LA? ” \ IE - 
AS © SR © 4 
& y ” 4 
. £5 


Diſciples of \ Melandtbon, which are noted with the odious Name of Catvi- 
aiſtical : And how intirely our  Nonconformiſts agree with the Axticles of 
the Church their Sufferings are more.to be wondred at, fram Orthodox, 
Proteſtants, than the other from violent Lutherans... There was a third. 
Party that made the diff:rence, and the Advantage of the Miſcries of them 
that ſuffered 3 and fo there is a third Party among us, noFunknown. to us. 
But why, 1. Diviſions ſhould be made. that need not... 2., Why conti- 
nued 3 and, 3, Why the weaker Part ſhould be.ſeverely uſed, is a greater, 
wonder. It is aclear Indication, that they who are for a Proſecution, axe, 
not for a Reconcliation. Striking is not the way to heal our Bruiſes 3 .Ic 
was a great fault in the Corinthians, to. g> Law, Brother with Brother 
nay, you do wrong, and defraud. and that your Brethren, 1 Cor. 6,+ Are. 

' there not thoſe Saints in. England,that ſhall judg the World, and Judg An- 
gels? And. are there not ſuch. to be found, as will judg in this moſt uns. 
happy Controverſy, and bring, it to an Accommodation, if not to an, 
Ead, that there may be oathing like -a Perſecution. in the, Church of 
England ? 

Obj.. But ſay ſome of us, Why will the Noneonformiſts divide from us? 
why will they not unite and ſubmit ? 

Anſwy, You may as well demand, why will they nat part with their 
Reaſon, and. their Conſcience 5 for theſe are the things they follow, as 

they confidently affirm 3 and for which they haye for{aken great things, 
and ſeem ready to forſake all, that is dear to Men. 

Obj. Shall the Church vield. to Schiſmaticks, and bteak her Orders for. 
the Gke of Echiſmaticks.! 

Anſwz. My Buſineſs is not to diftate to the Church akho i it.is plain, the” 
Churclkr may be a glorious and perfect Church, and condeſcend to much, 
that is not ſo much as an integral part,nor ſo neceſſary to.it as a ſhadow to. 
the Body. 2, But ſuppoſe them to be Schiſmaticks,the Queſtion is, What's 
to be done with them? Are they to be dealt. with by rational, Means or. 
Violent ?-F am not ſatisfied, that this which we call Schifim, is ſo.groſs. 
and dangerous as:that at Corinth, It, was a great one, that came to thisz Is 
Chriſt divided ? or was Paul crucitied for you? or were. you baptized in 

the Name. of Pal ? But what courſe did the Apo- 

See 1 Cor. 1,2,3. ch. file take to heal it ? He had. a Power which was 

an{werab!e to the temporal Sword... I find he uſed 

none, but Infixuction, Perſwaſion, and Reprehepſion, - Are ye not_carnal ? 

If any ſball-maintain Schiſms, and Contentions, by Violence, as the Dona-- 
its did, ther ſubdue them by Power. 

0hbj, But doth-not the Apolile ſay, 1 would they were cut off Fat trouble 
ah Gal. 5.12+ 

. Anſw, 


IF x b TSS { 4 ans 0 i hs EY. EIS” Et 9+” ENTS 

I ; 6g” LR Ws a ef FM Ws fo i £6 hos ' - 
F, 

- 


-+f2-the:N BILL Ie8 BY” 
Aaſw; 1... 1t is- clear, -that- they: who troubled: the Galatiang, were the: 
Ceremonialifts, - that Noche Clemraion, comary to the Liberty. to 
which the. Chriltians were. called, 2; This cutting off, -was not by the: 
Magiſtrate's-Sword; nor was it-intended it ſhould ever mean him, in the: 
* after-times, when Magiſtratcs: ſhould /be Chriftians+: it was the Apolſtle's 
zealous Wiſh, allJuJing to their Cixcumcition, and amounts to that, Ch, r,8,. 
Let bim be accurſed, &c,* They fallly reported that Pawl-preached Circume 
ciltion,which he, was ſo far from doing,. that be looks upon them as Diftur- 

' bers of the, Peace of the Galatians, and Settlement in the Faith; and wiſhe 
e£th them, worſe than Circumc;ſfion, even Amputation. Muſculws ſpeaks the 
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clcarcti of any Man know,to the, Words. 2. Saith he, Theſetalſe Apofiles - 


did fo inſinuate and cleave to the Church; perinde atg; peltis Carpori, there 
was no avoiding of them. 2. They were the Apollles ok Satan, Wolves in.. 
* the Flock, and a Peſtilence in the Body of the.Church, and were not of 
the number, of the. Faithful. 3. From what doth he wiſh, them cut off? 
even from. the. Body of.the Churches of Chriſt., - 4. He wiſhes they were 
cut off, | et us be admoniſhed. by this Example,that many things fall out, or- 
happen in the Church, which axe rather. to be cut off by the. Wiſhes of the 
Miniſter, than by FaQ 3 he may wiſh what he cannot actually do. This 


Text is not applicable to our Brethren, and yet inconſiderate Zeal doth., 


wound then with it. Indeed the ſame good Expoſitor doth wiſh the 
Magiſtrate would take away in his time, thoſe. falſe Teachers and Pattors, 
which indangered the Salvation of Believers. Por” 

Obj. But who have preached and written.more againſt Toleration than-. 
they who now plead tor it? | Why ſhould they have what they would 


not grant, when. they. would; have got-the Power to themlelves.in their ; 


way ? 


Anſwm.. This Argument carries more Prejudice. than .Str:ngth init,” and - 
doth rather throw them off: like ſelt-contradiQing, troubleſom Men, than » 


really convince thera, And I might anſwer for them. in this.one Sentence, 


That they . who. were againſt the Toleration of the pernicious and into» : 
lerable, were. never. for the, Suppreſſion . of ſuch as themſelves, who were : 


both ſound and. tolerable. 


2« Neither is there any thing extracted out of the Sermons preached be- + 
fore the long Parliament, or other Treatiſcs,. that. doth prejudge theirs 


Claim to. what they ask.. | 
I. They do afſert the Magiſtrates Power in mat- - 


ters of Religion in particulr, to keep, Men from in-;.. See Mr. Calam. Ser.. 
feRing their SubjeRs with foul deftroying Errors.z;; Decemb. 25th, 1644. 


Blaſphemous, Heretical, Idolalatrical Opinions. The , Ser. Nov.. 5..1641- - 
complaint of Dr, Bargeſs, | is againſt Putredinous . | 
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Fermines: 


Vermine-of bold Schiſmaticks, fraiitick ScRaries,--"ta'mount our Pulpits, to 
offer ſtrange Fire, to expel the ableft Miniſters it the Kingdom out of the 
Hearts of their People, as Formalifts, Time-ſervers; no Miniſters of Chriſt, 
Limbs of Antichriſt, having no calling but froth the Devil, that forſake 
our Aﬀettblies as Babyloniſh and Ancichriſtian, — Take heed of thoſe 
Spirits of Error, of Indulgence to all forts - of Secs be- Schilms, that 
plead it is the Peoples Liberty to be of what Religion they will, and their 
Opinions never fo- erroneous and' pernitious, — 

Id. Serm. Apr.1645, Mr. John Ward ot Ipſwich, did-exhort the Parlia- 
ment to take care of the juſt 'Liberties of God's 

People,not ſuch Licentiouſneſs,2 sis abus'd for a Cloak of Naughtine(s, &e, ' 
to ſer up Unity in Faith, that God's Name be not blaſphemed, his: Day 
be (anRitied, this Goſpel preached, his Worſhip kept from Idolitry, and 
y Superſtitions Innovations, his Miniltry- purged, 

Serts, Mar. 26,1645. planted, encouraged, Sacraments purely celebrated. 
It is more than neceſiary, and would take up too 

much time and place to examine all. That which they were againſt, was 
a genetal Tolcration of all Religions of Idolatry, Hereſy, Blaſphemy, and- 
for all Men to do what they pleaſed : They were againſt Mens publiſhing 
by preaching or printing,dangerous Optnions, ſuch as Poligamy, Arbitrary 
Divorce, Mortality of the Soul, no Miniftery, no 

Myr. Caſe's Sermon Churches, no Ordinances, no Scriptures denying 3 
May. 26th, 1647. the Divinity of Ehrilt, and the Holy Gholi, ard 
Serm. Feb. $th, 1646. other Opinions deſtructive of the Souls'of Men, 
Mr.Newcomen is molt tull in ftating the caſe of Li-' 

berty: *Which (faith he) is not to be granted in ſuch things, as are 
© injurious to God, and delirudtive of the Souls of Men, nor wherein the' 
© difference of Judgment, will neceſfarily "and unavoidably, ex natars ret, 
© produce a Rent or Schiim. If a Liberty of Judgment beleſt, itis, tirft, in 
© ſach things as are not poſitively laid down- in-Scripture, therefore not in 
< Fundamentals of Faith and Worſhip. © 2. In things of private Pradtife; 
© Care is to be had of keeping thoſe Opinions to-our ſelves, not perplexing 
*< the Canſciences of others with them. Private Perfons of a differing 
© Judgment if they live quietly, frequent the publick. Aﬀemblies of Worlhip, 
©and' are tot diſcerned to diſturb-che Peace either of Church or State, by 
< any ſecret underminings, are to be tolerated in hope ot their Converſion, 
* and for publick Peace (ike. Much harh been yielded, yea almoft anything 
£ but chat one thing,” that wovid lay a Foundation of perpetual Divifion, 
© 2nd Diſunion in Farhilits, Chinrch, and Kingdom: Thus he. And: what 
is therein all this, that Hath' Conviction, or any Reaſon to fflence them, 
that they cannot -open their Months for a Connivance to themſelves ? 
| : Yea, 
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Yea, TI'humbly conceive, there is nothing but what comimends the Mini- 
ſters of the like Perſwaſion, to publick Favour, as being Orthodox, and- 
ſound Men, tit -for a greater Favour, than a bare 'Permiflion or Tole- 
ration; 4 f | 4 

Obj. The Prerbyterians were againſt the Tolera- 
tion of Independen-y, therefore it is unreaſonable | Letter of Presbyterian © 
for them to ask, and as unfit for 'the Church to  Maniſters of Lond; to 
grant--the ſame 'to them 3 the Conſequences of. the Afſemblies of Di- 
which Conceftion, if made to them,will be as pre- nes: againſt Tolerati- - 
judicial to the Church and State, as Independenty- ,ex, Dec. 18th, 1645, 
wonld have been to then. 31th y; S141} 4 

Anſw. 1. There hath been no ſuch thing deſired, ſince the King's Return 
{ that I know of) as a To'eration” of 'the Preebyterian Government. . 
2, One great Reaſon againſt the Toleration, was,becaule the Independents 
had not declired what they held, nor-circumſcribed the'Perlons, and the 
things, which they defired. 3.. How far the Aſſembly and the Prerbyterse 
ans-condeſcended;-and indeed how amicably bath Partics:debaced-the Con- 
troverſy,is to be feen in the Papers of Accommodation 3 there 'was a Com- 
mittee apppointed for Accommodation, November 6th, 1645. Aﬀeer the 
Paper of the Diſſenting ethren, in Anſwer to the Committee of Divines, 
December 23d,” x645, *© Itis reſolved upon the Queſtion, That they which 
© apree-in-the Subſtance of the Worſhip of God in the Diredory, according 
*to the Preface; -and” agree | in' the Confeſſion of: Faith, and with gche 
© DoGrine of the Reformed Churches, contained in their Confteſions and - 
© Writings, as we do, who differ from our Brethren - . : 
©in matters of Diſcipline, ſhall/havetheÞenechet of - © Reaſons - of 'the Diſe. - 
© this Indulgence. P.42, This I hifjoſally relate; to. - ſexting Brethren, &c&.... 
ſhew, tho the Prerbyterians of Lofl. were againſt a London, 1648;.. * 
Tolcration of they knew not what, yet the Aſſembly : 
took pains by way of Accommodation,till they were diverted from all'Pro- -- 
cecdings. And now, if they had Power to aflign.it, the Congregation} -. 
ſhould have a Brotherly Indulgence, that are ſound in Faich, &c. 

0bj. But the Difſenteys are under the ill'Eye of the Law, and no-more -- 
innocent than the Papiſfts in the Eye of the'Law, and there is fear of - 
them 3 ſo the Fol. Pamphlet of RebeNion, printed by B. Took, 

Anſw." ] ſay. the Proteſtant-Diſſenters are not under the evil Eye of the- 
Law, altho under the ill Opinion of ſome that wiſh them executed. . IE 
they ſowed Seditious 'Principles, moved Inſurreions, or poyſoned the . 
King's SubjeRs, they were moſt defervedly under the angry Brows: of jult... 
Laws. - 
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2. What- 
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' , 2, What if they were, | what then? Thoſe over-voting Numbers in 
that Houſe of Commons, are under the i!l Opinion at the Land, have been 
-Noted by that very Parliament, and ſince. | "THO 

3. That very Parliament in 1672, and all our Parliaments fince, have 
entertained better Thoughts of them: 

4. The King hath deſerved ſome more Reſpect and Reverence from 
-them that ſeem to exceed in Loyalty,than to have his' Delires in his Speech 
at the pafling the Act of Oblivion, diſregarded as'it is aud he expreficd 
-him(ſelf meregraciouſly of them, ia many Paſſages of his Declaration about 
Eccletiattical Affairs, offered D'gnities, Biſhopricks, and gave Degrees 
to ſome of thoſe very Men, that this Gentleman thinks to prejudice by his 
Paper. | 

L Till the ARt de Heretico Comburendo, was taken away, this very 
'Writer, if he be a reſolute Proteſtznt, was under the evil eye of the Law, 
and may: be under the evil eye of the 35th of Elizabeth, if he continue {o, 
.and the whole Proteſtant Part of the Kingdom 3,and who were under the 
Aſﬀpedt of the Law of the fix Articles ? But I ſay the Proteſtant Diſſenters are 
-not under the evil eye of the Laws, but the Seditious 3 and his many 
Lines are ſo many Slanders in many places, and impoſe upon the Reader 
things, which are contrary to our ſenſes. I can as ſoon believe Popery, as 
.that-Proteſtant Diſſenters are Enemies to the Government : But what can 
be anſwered to ſuch a Gentleman, that ſays, An Angel from Heaven, 
might manage ( his Argument ) with greater Skill, but not produce more 
Demonfirative Truth: That is to ſay, An Angel from Heaven, might 
write more like an Orator than he, but not- be a better Logician than he. 
© But he feerns tobe one of that ſirange fort of People among our ſelves, 
© that ( as Dr. Burnet ſays \in his late excellent Sermon before the Lord 
© Mayor of Londen ) are not aſhamed to own 2 .greatcr Averſion to any 
< fort of Diſſenters, than to the Church of Rome. 

"Thus I have made my way to the Concluſion, and as I did begin, 
I will end, with humble Application to the Mayitirates. 

But to all this, the Magittrates will fay, they have an Anſwer ready, viz. 
They do the Duty of their places, and perform their Oaths, and they hope 
God will not judg them as Sinners, for doing their Duty according to their 
Oaths3 and that the Kingdom of God may come, tho there were not 
one Nonconformiſt left among, us. 

Noble Gentlemen ! An Oath is ſacred, and the wilful Violation of it, a 
dreadtu] Sin, provoking the Divine Diſpleaſure : The cafe is hard, and 
zeally worthy of ſerious Thoughts. For, that learned, and able ſound 
Men, tho Noenconformiſts, ought not to be puniſhed 3 but on the contrary, 


protected, permitted, it not encouraged, ſhould be granted without any 
| Diſputa- 


Hp. 


% 


wW 


Pd ated ies ds 14; a at TR 4 R 
bb4c "27 "I PORT OT © 
5 © 
. 
| 
#2 - on 
e * L/ 
th. = 


" Accuſation, af. Rebellion, beginning the 


- * 
-v 


Diſputation. The 


charitable Divines and Chriſtians , that know their own: detects, what 
weak Infiruments God.hath; uſed in.his Church, for greateſt. Services, and 
what Tempations attend their Callings, and how great a diladvantage 
to them, and hindrance to their Learning and ogDencFs their neceſſi- 
ties forcing them. to, {ell their Studies3 their, many Removes, Troubles in 
their Families have brought upon them, will think and ſpeak other- 
wiſe of them; and God hath bora Witneſs. to many of them, -and given 
_ them Gifts, not inferiour to, thoſe that deſpiſe and DEG rather 
like Poets and Painters, than wiſe.impartial Judges, or Witneſſes, or Men 
of Charity. Men in Power ſhould look before they ſirike, leſt they pluck 
up any one of thoſe Plants, which the Heavenly Father hath planted, and ' 
'firike the Apple of his Eye.. . And on the other hand,. it ſeems. hard,to 
cenſure Magiſtrates fox executing the Laws, which ſeems to be. a Nucy.. 
For ſatisfaRtion of this great Doubt, I do. with all; juſt. Honour to 
'Magiſitates, and Refpe& to their Conſciences, and Comforts, hilmbly 
offer ſomething : | Me pres. 
1, It is clear and certain, That no Juſtice of the Peace is bound by his 
Oath, or Place, to promote the Diſturbance or Sufferings. of the Nonconfoy- 
miſts.” If any ſay, They cannot ſee the Laws brokey ;; true, byRouts and 
riotous Meetings, that violate-the Peace. It is a Fancy and an imagina; 
Fear, 'to ſay, We do not know what Miſchief may be: in the Mectiogs of 
many hundreds, or fewer. There are thouſands meet at Fairs, and Mar- 
kets, and too many are drunk *and diforderly, and what fear is there of 
their Meetings ? what diſturbance to the Peace ? What; need; of the Mili- 
tia to keep them quiet, or to prevent Inſurrections ? What Peril is:there 
in the Mcetings of Miniſters, and Chriſtians of all. Sexes. and. Apes, 
unarmed, and. innocent! It is hard to think they cannot preach, and 
pray, and fing Pſalms, but they muſt then fpeak Treaſon, move Rebel- 
lion 3 that in their civil Converſation, are ag peaceable as other Men, and 
careful of Words. and Actions 3 much leſs, is it their Duty, to. imploy or 
encourage Men of ill Fame,” and broken Fortunes, to be. Witneſſes againſt | 
them 3 even ſuch, as are. not fit to follow their Dogs, or._ rub their 
Horſes, have been the moſi forward in informing, | Ba 
2. When Information is brought before them, this is allo certain, that 
except it be proved, by better, Teſtimony than what is uſually given, that 
fuch a- Meeting was only upon pretenice of Religion, but there was: no 
ſach Religions Exerciſe z but on the contrary, falſe, feditious, rebellious 
"Doarine was preached, or the TT. were ſtirred up' to Ce 7 z 
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Cantings, and Tones, and Fanaticiſm, are ;really the Abuſes of ill-cem- 
pered Men, and of factious, and. narrow-Spirits. Wile, fobers jullrand 


the ; The Coifsiſ's Defdid Plea 
flitfiony Yothor teachthe erid, dP rtatter of the” att, attd 'by*Eon- 
hence, the Jalice'is not*bound {to tike notice of ir. If hen Pati ich 
aty Intotmatibh)celiar ſuch a "Mi, ont to fuch'a'Numher, in n Rich a 
plate, and fach'a tine Mall iſſue t his Wartarits, then'He pn (Re 
Ugiobs Extxciſes #boltitely, ind Hot tefpective* ro”the ill Deſigns. oF Re- 
bellion, and the like,.' I 6 otictive, exctpt the” Proof be, 'thar fuch' a 
Miniſter or Preacher, did rridve'to Seditivn, ' or Rebellion, or 6ther Ends, 
forbidden, a Jaftice'is nbrt bound by his Office, to;punilh them 3" if upon 
the-eommon open that is! piven, that ſich 2 Man pxeached, ahd ſich 
wete preſent, *Yrid 66 ktoword tending ro*ReBeftion proved. or offered 
to be proyel : *Flicn "I'b ti you c6nfider, Whether upon'pretence: of 
prevtntin 6. uniſfhinn $ediridis 'Mettlags,” you 'teaUy exerciſe your 
Power to " diſcottape, or piiniſh' Nite art 00d, SubjeQs, for 
Keira acrl 7 of, as it is'a hbrtid' Wickelich in any Man» 
'N ret f* us utfes, to carry itt Delipns I ant; the: 
wee ent T6. wh Nrnetcs to IB vtÞ ; Hts Whete: Ges are <6 
ies mil; as implicFin afy Ditourt 8, a ihe to puniſh Men for cli 
xercifes | 
. It is certain,a Juſtice may enquire and-try'the brnel of the Witneſs, 
whether rhty be idontous, bini & legales ' Homines ; * they. ſhou be'Men of 


Knowledg and Underſtand hag of Poly and Truth, -and 6f Eliates3'Men 


RBdvHs ie) ee! We pune ual as to. Words ſpoken, and the 
true ſenſe ad Ropetf theſys, and "Wirnefles lat will riot ye, that know 
whiatir to fear, ard that fear a Lyc, and the common.Sin of Perjury. 
Tf a Mansword Gnnot be raken, his Oath may' be” refuſef, eſpecially in a 
kf wherein tiis own Gala is the prinie motiye to his Teſtimony, -and 

ring... fuch's Caſe it is. gre Charity, in the, Mp ſtrate, fo Jhoge 
he Laform r frgtn ki ſwearlh; griorantly,. Sits: or fly:3 and h E.can- 
-nbt without's "ſha ſcion + of Sh 1f not plain por forwardly; fake the 
Teftiimony u n OM 'df lenorint, ungodly, and ſcandalous oformers, 
Fever —_ of hetttd of any other fort of 5 Men, that wy Teſtithony 
'2painift 1 N pf F; a5 tay aj pear in due time., 

4. It'is trrtafp; Fultics © Boing! by. Oath, to. miſapply ', the Lavns, 
either without RI eo; the ſcope of them, or the Perſons updn.whom 
They. arc extturtd 3 Fhave taken, notice of this, in the fote- SME 
Lam now more confirnied,' that the Act of the 35th of £2.05 ahh, WAS 2 
two-etged'AR; bur 'tnade' and” pointed more ainely again(t | the rep 
than any other, In. that Pailiatpcrit, Sir Tho.. Edgerton Lord. Keeppr, 
"Rok, Cecil,” Secretar 'of Stare, ir Fohn Wally, "FR Fa Forſs 4 
Jethare br Outfit *'Thae the occalion of that Patliament, was the 
*Relipion, © rhe'Milntetiatice thereof; the” Preſervation of Her RI 

« Pexſon, 


< Perfon, and the Good of. the-Realm, (Mark 1: beſgech you). The 
of theſe. is the King of: Spain, —— and the,” Pope ther _ _ oa” you _—__ 
Ants:hriſs of Rome, ſaid, Six Rob, Cecil, From the... 1, Mr, Townſhend'r 
holy Leagte, and the. Papiſts: ( the holy Leagne. of the - Hiſtorical Col}edtions of 
Guifiaps, to, rao owt the Progeiants in . France). : the 4th ;Parkof, Queen 
ſaid. Sir john Wolley. They that ſpake before, me, Elizabeth, 4n, 1593» 
ſpake ſufficiently of the Authors of our Troubles, ſaid Eliz. 35th, p. 58,598 
Sir Jobn Forteſcue, I did look with- great Ex- ' 7. +, , £ 
peRtation tor ſome full Diſcoveries of fears and; dangers from:the-Paritang 
in thoſe Days, but could not tind-a word concerning any,bug, the Brownifts, 
which were ſpoken of. by Six Walter Rawleigh, andideſcrve t0:\be tran- 
ſcribed. — In his'Conceit,the Browniſts were wor-. by 

thy to be: rooted out of a Common-wealth 3 but, I have ſhewed in the 


what Dangers may grow-to our ſelves, if this Law... foregoing Plea, or N, = 


aſſeth, it were fit to be conſidered 3 for it-is to ..- C,.1are- not; Browniks; 
bi feared that Men not guilty, will be included in; Collefions p, 76 
it. And that Law is hard that taketh- Lite, .or F015: 
ſendeth into Baniſhment, where Mens Intentions But naw our N. C, 
ſhall be judged by a Jury, and they ſhall be Judges are not as mych as tried 
what another. Man meant. -- But that Law that is by a Jary.3 but | uhoy 


againlit a Fat that is juſt, and: puniſh the Fact, as the Evidenee. of a ſcan» 
ſeverely as. you: will, &c. (as was. quoted before, dalous. Informer , and 


from -that: great and famous Man...) — to. turn - V#lgins, bo by. him, 
this Law upon Orthodox, ſound Men, and {pare - to ſwear what is for his 
the Papiſts, - is 'too plain a perverſion of the Law, ,.coveted Gain. 

from the ſence of the greateſi States-men, in that 


proſperous Reign of Q. Elizabeth 3. no Juſtice can pretend Obligation from 


his Oath, or Conſcience ſo to do. 4 rh 

5. They are no more obliged by their Office, to execute thele Laws 
againſt Diſſenters, than they are to execute other Penal Laws. Is there 
not a Laws that no Papiſt ſhall go above five Miles. <q 
from his own Houle, or place of Abode after law-- --Elizab. 35th, .c, 2. 
ful Conviction ? Are all Popiſts, convicted accor-. | | 
ding to Law, and do they keep their Bounds ? Is:there not a Lay of this 
Kings, for Obſervation of the Sabbath? and who is convicted or puniſh» 
&d by it? Is there not a Law- prohibiting Gaming, above one hundred 
Pound at one meeting ? and haye all Gentlemen and Gameſters kept it ? 
'The'-A& for '12 d. a. Sunday, for ; not coming.to Church,. was! intended 
againſt the Negligent, and not the Recufne, it being againlt Law to.pu- 
niſh Men for the fame fault twice : as Mx. R, Omen. Cole ihe p; 194: 
Aid'upon the debate upon that Bill. | @ #1 Po; 73% 
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are and have been puniſhed many times, and ways. Who can tell how many 
thouſands of negligent Perſons live'in London, that go neither to Church, 
nor Conventicle 3 and who isfo'zcalous againſt theſe, as apainſt Convens-. 
ticles ?-Surely then the Obligation of. the Juſtice's Oath, is-no#taken'to. 
beſo firi& in ſome, as in all Caſts, ( as indeed they are or elſe a Juſtice) 
is not bound to enquire after Tranſgrefſors,but to keep hisown Place, and 
do Juſtice when complained unto. | 

6. But ſuppoſe, That the Informers of Conventicles, are honeſt and 
true Men, idoneous' arid fitzzor the Mecting be notorious : then conſider, 
that the Law requiring the JaGice to proceed againſt them,is a Penal Law: 
© Any Juſtice of the Peace, or Chief Magifirate that ſhall wilfully omit the 
* performance of his Duty in the proſecution of-this AG, ſhall forfeit a hun- 
© dred Pound,one moicty of it to the Informer; but to- whom the other moi- 
ty ſhall be forfeited is not expreſſed. It the Informer will be fo couragi- 
0us,'4$ to ſue the Juſtice fo omitting his Duty, he loſes'5oJ.. _ | 

Now. the difficulty lieth in this, The Law againſt: Conventicles dot 
require the Juſtice of Peace, or chief Magiſtrate, to make Reeord of ſuch 
an Aſſembly; that makes it his Duty, or in-caſe of Omifſion,he ſhall forfeit 
100 /. (if the Informer will be (o bold as to ſue for it) - here's the Penalty 3 
the' Law is a mixed, and not-purely Penal Law... If. any Magiſtrate be ſo 
frictly conſcientious, as to. hold himſelf boand. to! execute: his Office, he 


may inquire into two things Firſt, "The goodneſs and necetfity of the 0 


Law, -which makes his Duty necefſary. Secondly, [His Omitlion' is :ſup- 
poſed, and upon that Suppolition, his Penalty is'afligned. | 
For the firſt, There is no ſcruple to be made, if any do'under pretence 

* of Religious Exerciſes,contrive Inſarrections, but then it is the Magiſtrate's 
[Duty to God, the King, and his Government, to execute the Laws. | Bur, 
2, No ſuch Crime being proved, but pretended,'to ſuppreſs all Religi- 
ous Exercifes, performed without the Liturgy, and the Penalties being 
grievous to the Subjec, and the Law, in effect, declared to be grievous by 
ſeveral Parliaments, altho the Law be actually in force, yet it is under 
the Cenſare of Parliaments, and hath loſt its credit, and reputation of 
Goodneſs, and mult be Jooked on, as- one of thoſe Laws that are better 
null'd than continued 3' and the Execution of it mult be ſuſpended, as 
*rending to unneceſſary vexation of goud Subjects,and a ſcandal upon the 
Proteftant Diſſenting Brethren, to render them as ſuſpitious as our Enemies, 
the Papiſfts. : And if we may gueſs at the Law, by the Penalty upon the 
- Juſtice that omits his Duty, or rather at the Intention of the powerful-part 
"that carried itz they did not'® much provide againſt. InfſurreQtions, as 
againſt the total ruine'of the Nonconformiſts : for can the forfeiture of a * 
an hundred Hounds be 4 ſufficient puniſhment upon him, that omits to 
wy make 


wake a Record of ſo miſchievous a Contrivance as.an InſurreQion! no;not 
the greateſt Eſtate in Englang, can recompence ſuch an Omiſlion 3 nor is: 
the Life of any Juſtice an equal Puniſhment. To the ſecond, 1 propoſe: 
this; The Omiſſion being ſuppoſed, the Forfeiture is certain ( if the In-: 
former will be ſo daring ) but 50.1. Firſt, Whether it be not better, that a 
Juſtice of the Peace, or Magiſtrate, ſhould venture the Loſs of 50 1, which: 
he doth but venture ( for what Informer will dare to ſue Gentlemen. 
of Honour, Eſtates, and Intereſt? ) than many Families ſhould be utterly 
undone? Secondly, If the Execution be better forborn, as I hopel have 
cleared, then it were better a Jultice of /Peace ſhould lay down his Com=- 
miſſion, than a& againſt the real Intereſt and Union of Proteſtants, and- 
make ſpoil of many Mens Efiates. Thirdly, It Forteitures upon Juſtices. 
ſhould be recovered, and the payment too heavy for them to bear then 
they may do great Service to their King, to. the Church, to their Coun-. 
tryz 1, To the King, as Pliny did to Trajan, concerning thg-Chriſtians, 
ſed nibil aliud inveni quam Superſtitionem pravam & immodicam repreſenting, 


to the King , they find no: Seditions, nor InſurreRtions, nothing among . 


the Nonconformifts, but their Nonconformity, 2. To the Church - by the 
fame Repreſentation, as a means to heal us. . 3, To their Country, by. 
forbearing the ruine of thouſands of Familes. 


But if you ſhall for ſaving 50 or 100 1. or for ambition of a. Place of 


Power, or to riſe into Buſineſs and Preferment, or from: Prejudice againſt. 
Nonconfarmiſts, or diſtalie -and enmity at Religion, proceed, you fin ex-. 
ceedingly againſi God and Man. 


I beſcech you, . Honoured Sirs, deſpiſe not - the bumble Addreſs of a : 


Miniſter of Chriſt in the Church of England, .on-the behalf of Chriſt, and 
his divided Church, and multitude of precious Souls 3 and out. of Duty 


to your ſelves, left you be found abuſing your power again(t Religion, in. - 

Zeal to thoſe things, which are-but Modes and Forms, which commend no. : * 
Man to God. _ Shall I fay; it had been good for many, they had never bin -. 
Juſtices, or Magjitirates ? or that ſome had: never been borm,”.than. be the 


occaſion of great.Shame, and Reproach, great and many Loffes, and Sue 


ferings to Minifſters, in their Names, - Eftates, Health, &c. of. great. Trous 


ble and Aﬀidction to many tender Wives, by Frights, and Separation from 


their Husbands 3 yea of Sickneſs and Death to:many of the holy Servants - 
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of Chriſt : Many oppreſſed Families groan under their Loſſes and. Suffe- - 


rings, and pray. for them that have-perſecuted them from one Country to - 
another, from one Priſon to another 3 and it . God hear their Prayers, then - 


many of their Aﬀicters mult repent, and ſhould repair their Loſſes for | 


Conſcience ſake. Many very dark ang rude Places and People, haye-beeg 
inlightned, many young and difſolute Pcrſons. have Feea converted by. Pray- 
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ers, Preaching; and: Books of the Noxconformiſts.. If you ſuppreſs theix 
Feachers, if you' give order to: ſpoil them. of! their Goods, you Garve-the 
Nurſe, and kill-the Souls of many: thouſands. that ave nurſed, and; 
brought up by theiy Miniſtry, : with the fincere Milkoftithe: Word of God, 
That I thay not be a lameating Spectator of a dolcful Tragedy, L have' 
taken this freedoms and! ufed plainneſs of Speech, and convincing Reaſons 
to my power. There is a great Chaſm and Breach, and: fee how God pus. 
niſherh/us-for not healing the firſt Diviſion. General Mozk, uſed the word, 
_ Fanatich,, in the Parliament, whenche declared himfclt, more properly, 
. thaw it hath been ſince applied.- . How-did the word: take and ſpread ? how: 
was it applied and miſapplied! Others called thoſe Men Fanzticks, who! 
were agreat, wiſe, ſober, :loyal, conſiderable part of the. Nation. Here 
a Separation began! A great number of holy and able Paftors are caſt out, 
to the great grief of more than themſelves. A Breach is made. by-a fiand- 
ivg Law'within the Church,'and *Kingdom'3- ſame: have made: a Divilion 
of Church-men, and- moderate, ' of - Presbytexian: Biſhops; - and: rigidy of 
Proteſtant Biſhops, &c. — And fince;' of: Petitioners, and Abhorrers of 
Addreſſes, and /Non-Addreſles 3 and-now under ſcandalous and vite names 
of Whigg and Tory. Our Church-Diviſions cat-into the very heart of the 
Kingdom. We ſcem to be disjoyned in the National-Intereti;;by:a pre= 
- vailing, factious, private Spirit, Friendfhip.and Acquaintance, and Truff, 
and Confidence are broken ! Oh how. menacing is this:Judgmemnt |; Bg- 
pery watcheth irs Opportunity to get up triumphant and regnant.' Perfi- 
diouſneſs hath engaged to open to it, and-Perjury and Perfecution aze the 
moſt conducing means. to introduce'it, Cut off the Nonconformiſts tirſt, 
beggar, and famiſh, and ky them faſt 3 next compole'a Tell, inithe na» 
ture of the Sphinx Auguſtana, or Caſſadran Conſultation for the Conformiſts, 
to ſeparate the Moderate from the Genuine, and what next ? The fear of 
which, and compaſſion to Poſterity, and zeal for true Religion, would 
make a dumb Man ſpeak, and-he that cannot, write, Noble Sirs, If you 
will-not Wearken to Reaſon, befriend Religion, believe your Senſes, and 
deny a carnal Intereſt, for an (eternal 3- imitate the Clemency of our Gra+ 
cious King (whotn God long preſerve ) who is over.us, as Seneca ſpeaks 
of the King of Bees; He hath noSting 3 Rex: ipſe ſine aculeo eft. But if you 
are refolved, or engaged in ſach a Work, Be pleaſed to do theſe things. 

-"'7, Laying fide Prejudice, fiady the Cafe of the Nonconformiſft4,and their 
£23 hs 2s Reaſons for it you ſhall find it belt; andcleareft, 
"London, r661.' © in the: Accontit-of the Proceedings in the Savoy, 
22 2k ; ''? and Petition 'fori Peace 3 In Mr. Baxter*s Pleas for 
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the Nontonformiſts, Apology to the Biſhaps 3 Defences againſt Dr. Stilling- 
fleet, and Dr. Hinkfey, and others ; And-the Queſtions tin Controverly, 
gt clearly 
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« fo2 the Nonconfomniſts. 79 4 
nay ſtated by Mr. Giles Fermen; I ſuppoſe you have read the other - 

2, Conſider what.is,and hath been preached and written for Accommo-- — | 
dation 3 and do not account them-the worſt, but the beſt Divines,that have | 
been and are for Accommodation 3 and ſee what was done by thoſe Great 
Men, Lord-Keeper Bridgman, Chiet- Juſtice Hale, Bp Wilkins, ec, 

3. Oppoſe not, but conſider the Reaſons of the Long-Parliament, 2. in 
making thefteAdts 3 -2 Fheir;and-ſucceeding. Parliaments Debates and Re» + 
folves for Union of Proteſtants. . 

4. Is this a time to afflict Proteftarits #t home, when. we entertain per- - 

4 fecuted Proteſtants from.abrozd ? - 
5. Lay afide all private worldtfTntereſt. :Peace was never prefer duly - 
Ik = j icon Gent with'Juſtices'dFthe Peace * to'fappri(s-2FaRion, - 
y-belng factious. Mt SS Pons Ach + OE | 
_'6, Be glear from all igifter'Pre-congeits, Paſfion; andiDiſaffion to - 
> FractialHolhelsandPiery, 0 ET etl t it ORE bo. 
7, Be affured you mit give 'accourtt thJrfus Chriſt: of your Atininifira- - 
tion 3 -and this is your time.to.4@ and ſhe your Faith , *Hope -ard *Love 
to Chriſt, his Goſpel, his People, your deteftation'of 'Tmpicty-antl Sin; ant 
to be true to-your Selves, and your ererniF Concernments. but 

8, Receive not ill Reports(a& not by them? of them that -differfrom-. 
you, ST CIs 'y 2» Beg ale Sheanct ne mat. 7 O's SY how. ; 
9. Pre-conceive the EffeQs. 6f ; yyut Prectctlings,-whetherthey wilt be: 
for God's Glory, the King's Service *tHe#tin&dom's "Good; arid for: your 
own Peace and Comfort when you come to dye. - 

10. Pray fora Bleſſing upon your Proceedipgs3 ſee what Approbation- 
he hath given, and whether it be likely to pleaſe or diſpleaſe him. If God 
hath bleſſed, or proſpered them that did execute the Laws, then it is an 
Encouragement toyou : if not, forbear. 

Confider what is ſaid by Gamaliel, AQ.5. 38, 39. Refrain from theſe- 
Men, and let them alone : for if this Counſel, or this Work, be of Men, it will 
come to naught. But if it be of God, you cannot overthrow it, leſt haply ye be- 
found even to fight againſt God. . 

And by our Gracious King. in one of his Declarations, viz." — It : 
being evident by the ſad Experience of twelve years, that there is little fruit of : 
all thoſe forcible Courſes, &c.. 
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; e 2+ line 34. reade open. P. 41.30. r. Me, P,6. Marger. Perſceutions. 
PZ Marg. Each. wal marg. r. ferri-. p. 30. matg. after thankful 
remembrance, c. 13. add Hiſtorical Colleions in the Addreſt. p. 36.1. 2. 1, 
ſome few; p. 41.1, 12. 7. of the Law. ib, 1. 16. r. if you all proceed, &c: 
P.44. 1.27; r. to procure. P: 48. L1-/ f- Severity, r, Security, P.49. L3G 
7, for not ſubſcribing.only. . P-5.1+ 1, 13+. 7. ſuch as have, . p. 57. tive 

lines muſt. be thusread  — and why may not fallible Impoſers be deceived, 
lay they. Ifthey ſuffer for not finning againſt God and Conſcicoce, if they 
ſuffer for performing Religious Exczciſcs, they ſuffer for Religion, accard- 


ing; Gee p.60-1-36-f-cale, r-cante 4. | 
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-- 'The Readeris cntreated to pardon,or eorred the reſt; the Author,being 
xemote from the Preſs, has not ſecn all the ſheets, | 62: who 
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